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1 diſagreeable it may be 
to review the troubles of our country, every 
patriot wall look upon it as his duty, not 
to let them paſs without notice. The pe- 
riod of misfortune is the moſt fruitful ſource 
of inſtruction. By inveſtigating the cauſes 
of national commotions, by tracing their 

progreſs, and by carefully marking the 
means through which they are brought to 
a concluſion, well eſtabliſhed principles may 
be deduced, for preſerving the future tran- 
quillity of the Commonwealth. No perſon 
therefore, will conſider it as an unneceſſary 
renewal of painful ideas, or as a wanton 
5 publication of tranſactions, which ſome 
may wiſh, what indeed is impoſſible, to bury 
in oblivion, when we candidly and reſpect- 
fully look into the late inſurrections. By 
| ſuch a reſearch many miſconceived ideas, 
tending to the diſcredit of the country, may 
be removed; and the publick reputation 
_ vindicated ; as the cauſes which led to the 
Dh late 
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late national difficulties, when rightly un- 
derſtood, operate as an apology for them; 
and the manner in which theſe difficulties 
were ſuppreſſed, does honour to the gov- 
ernment, and diſplays the ſtrongeſt marks 
of reflection and wiſdom in the people. 
Ws preſent time is thought the moſt 
ſuitable for the following hiſtory, becauſe 
the materials are moſt eaſily collected, and 
any errours which may take place moſt | 
readily aſcertained, whilſt the events are re- 
cent. In ſome countries, ſtrong reaſons 5 
might operate, for leaving it to poſterity, 
to diſcover facts, under the diſadvantages of 
diſtance of time, and the falſe imprefſions 
perhaps, of imperfect tradition: But, from 
the happy condition of our country, this du- 
ty may be performed at an earlier, and more 
favourable ſeaſon. The ſpirit of party has 
yielded to ſyſtems of conciliation; freedom 
of 1 inquiry, and the privilege of forming 
opinions for ourſelves, are unreſtricted; and 
whulſt we preſerve decency of expreſſion, 
there is neither a diſpoſition in our magiſ- 
trates, nor any authority known in * 


laws, to filence or con trol the language of 


truth. e HISTORY | 
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N order to judge rightly of the 
>. Ccaules which led to the infur- 
= rections in Maſſachuſetts, in 
me year 1786, and the unfor- 
LY tunate rebellion which enſued, ; 
it will be neceſſary to take a 


view of the ſituation of that Commonwealth. 
at the cloſe of the war. The citizens were 


then left free indeed, and in full poſſeſſion of 


che valuable . which they had fought 
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to obtain. But the price of thoſe objects was 
high, and could not but be attended with the uſu- 
al conſequences of great exertions, when found- 
ed on the anticipation of publick reſources. Their 
private ſtate debt, when conſolidated, amounted 
to upwards 1,300,000 l. beſides 250,000 1. due to 
the officers and ſoldiers of their line of the army. 
Their proportion of the federal debt, was not leſs, 
by a moderate compution, than one million and 
an half of the ſame money. And, in addition to 
this, every town was embarraſſed, by advancey 
which they had made, to comply with repeated 
: requiſitions | for men, and ſupplies to ſupport the 
army, and which had been done upon their own 
particular credit. The weight of this burden 
muſt ſtrike us in a ſtrong point of view, if we 
compare it with the debt before the war, which 
fell ſhort of- 100,000 1. and with {till more force, ; 
; perhaps, if we conſider, that by the cuſtomary 
mode of taxation, one third part of the whole was 
to be paid by the rateable polls alone, which but 
little exceeded ninety thouſand. True it is, that a 
recollection of the bleſſings which this debt had 
purchaſed, muſt have operated, in the minds of a 
magnanimous people, to alleviate every inconve- 
nience ariſing from ſuch a cauſe; but embarraſſ- 


ments followed which no conſiderations of that 


nature could be expected to obviate. 


Iron 


7 
von the right management then, of the pub- 
lick debt, the future tranquillity of the Common- 
wealth greatly depended: And it was a melan- 
choly circumſtance, that various cauſes exiſted to 


prevent a fair experiment of the abilities of the 


people to diſcharge it. They had been laudably 
employed, during the nine years in which this 
debt had been accumulating, in the defence of 
their liberties; but, though their conteſt had in- 
ſtructed them in the nobler ſcience of the rights 
of mankind, yet it gave them no proportionable | 
inſight into the mazes of finance. Their honeſt | 
prejudices were averſe from duties of impoſt and 
exciſe, which were, at that time, ſuppoſed to be 
antirepublican by many judicious and influential | 
characters. Theſe meaſures, therefore, could be 
adopted, at firſt, but partially, and to ſmall effect. 


The neceſſary arrangements at the treaſury were 


wanting. The paper currency was failing, and, 
though from the great and complete exertions of 
Maſſachuſetts to redeem her proportion of the 
continental bills of credit, their decay muſt have 
affected her faith as little as that of any ſtate i in 


the union, yet conſequences of this expiring me- 


dium could not be unfelt. Under ſo many diſ- 
couraging circumſtances, it was not, perhaps, 
within the compaſs of human power, to reſcue 
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the publick credit, on which the means of hap- 
route: in every community ſo eſſentially depend. 


- svon diſpoſition of this debt, however, was 
made as the ſituation 'of | things would admit. 
Compliance was at length had with the reſolution 
of Congreſs, 1 for laying an impoſt duty of five per 
centum, for the purpoſe of paying the foreign 
debt; and an impoſt and exciſe was adopted for 
ä diſcharging the intereſt of the debt of the Com- 
monwealth. But theſe meaſures could reduce 
the tax upon polls and eſtates, at that time, in a 
ſmall degree only. The former expedient could 
not come into effect till the other ſtates had 4. 
dopted | it; and the produce of the latter was not 
5 equal t to its appropriation, Much of the burden 
was, therefore, left to the old mode of taxation, 
annually reminding the people of a preſſure, which 
the change of their manners by the war had made 
them leſs able to bear. 


wITH theſe embarraſſments one would ſuppoſe, 
that the higheſt object which could have been 
aimed at, would have been to provide for the 
25 punctual payment of che intereſt of the national . 
debt. Yet either the impatience of the people at N 
paying intereſt money, which was compared to a 
canker worm that conſumed their ſubſtance with. | 
1 out leſſening their burdens, or ſome other cauſe, 
8 induced 


9 
induced the legiſlature, ſo early as the year 1784, to 
iſſue a tax of 140, ooo l. for redeeming that amount 
of the army debt; and in two years afterwards 
; 100,000 1. more was aſſeſſed for the ſame purpoſe. 
The payment of the extant taxes was ſoon found 
to be much in arrear, notwithſtanding the depre- 
ciation of the certificates which were made receiv- 
able for them; and, after ſtri& ſcrutiny into the 
conduct of publick officers employed in the col- Z 
lection, the delinquency was perceived to be in 
a great degree, with the beanie themſelves, from ” 
unavoidable cauſes. | 


"THE conſequences of the publick debt did not 
firſt appear among the citizens at large. T he 
| bulk of mankind are too much engaged 1 in pri- | 
yate concerns to anticipate the operation of na- 
tional cauſes. But the members of the legiſla- 
ture, poſſeſſed of information, and led by the du- 
ties of their office to attend to this debt, were 
early thrown into diviſions from the proſpect of 
the burdens which it preſented. The men of 2 
landed intereſt ſoon began to ſpeak plainly againſt 
trade, as the ſource of luxury, and the cauſe of 
loſing the circulating medium. The vices and 
| indolence of the people were aſcribed to its in- 
ſtrumentality. This was urged as a reaſon that 
the taxes ſhould be thrown liberally upon com- 
= merce, 
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merce, ſince, if it ſupported them, the Common- 


wealth would be eaſed ; and if it failed under the 
weight, they would be rid of ſo great a cauſe of 


political evil. From ſuch ſentiments; the preju- 


dices againſt impoſt and exciſe duties began to 
give way, and ſyſtems were propoſed, upon the 
oppoſite extreme, for raiſing the whole revenue of 


| goverment by this NOW. favourite mode of tax 


ation. Commercial men, on the other hand, de- 
ended themſelves by inſiſting that the fault was 
only in the regulations which the trade happened 


to be under. To deſtroy commerce would not 


leſſen the multitude of evils aſcribed to its means; 
| theſe would be introduced through the channel 
ol neighbouring ſtates, and the reaſonable advan- 
tages which might be derived from it, would be 
thrown into their hands. Trade and agriculture, ; 
they ſaid, were mutually beneficial to each other, 


and ought to be equally partners in ſupporting 
the I ac greng burden. „ 


A DISTINCTION of am on 1 PE) ap- 


portionment of the national debt might ſo much 


depend, when once eſtabliſned, was not after- 
Wards ſuffered to ſubſide, It led to a diviſion 


upon all queſtions of taxation, and even upon 


other ſubjects where it was ſuppoſed the ſtrength _ 
of theſe parties could be tried. When favourite 


points 


0 3 6 : 8 2 9 8 7 
5 — — LE, ” 4 $ "= a, 4 KK 2 
2 mo I "os 8 * Eats It 1 * r 233 CE 
. 2 e FR 8 „ „ 
I > LO " poS-- > . ma wa" * 8 4 an 7 * 7 a> Ss v x * 
. ped ud W 3 3 9% 2» N 5 AD en, 
>. 3 . I BI TAN TIEN. > * * . 


11 
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points were loſt in theſe diviſions, it gave 2 diſ- 


guſt to members in the minority, which was _—_ | 


tended to other meaſures, and, in ſome inſtances, 
no doubt, biaſſed their opinions, and miſguided 


their influence, in the ſphere of domeſtick life. - 


iT muſt be reckoned among the misfortunes of 


the Commonwealth, that, when ſo great burdens 


were to be apportioned upon the people, the rule 
in uſe ſhould be liable to the objections of all par- 


ties, from the uncertainty of reducing it into equal 
practice. Where a duty is enjoined with which 
compliance is made, at beſt, with reluctance, if 
the leaſt grounds are afforded for the mind to ſuſ- 

pet injuſtice or miſtake, it produces poſitive diſ- 


obedience. The ſhare of publick requiſitions | 
ſhould be affixed to property, by a known, un- 


changing, and if poſſible, a proportionate ſtandard. 
ww then becomes involved! in the value of the prop- 


erty, and that value is not afterwards ſubje& to 


fluctuate from principles of taxation. The poſ- 


ſeſſour is never ſurpriſed with a weight of taxes be- 


yond his calculation, nor exempted from his due 
proportion at the expenſe of his neighbours. But, 


whether ſuch a rule can be unalterably eſtabliſhed | 
in a young country, where new property is daily 
rifing i into view, and the old changing in its value, 


1 It my be difficult to > determine, Certain it is, 


however, 
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however, that, in forming a valuation inthe year 
17855, great, though not unuſual, difficulties aroſe, 
Among other counties, thoſe of Hampſhire and 
Berkſhire were ſaid, by their members, to have 
been valued too high; and fome diſcontent muſt 
be attributed to this real or ſuppoſed errour. 


Tx uſual conſequences of war, were conſpicu- 
ous upon the habits of the people of Maſſachuſetts. 
| Thoſe of the maritime towns relapſed into the 
voluptuouſneſs which ariſes from the precarious 
wealth of naval adventurers. An emulation pre- 
vailed among men of fortune, to exceed each oth- 
er in the full diſplay of their riches. This was 
imitated among the leſs opulent claſſes of citizens, 
and drew them off from thoſe principles of dili- 
| gence and economy, which conſtitute the beſt ſup- 
port of all governments, and particularly of the 
; republican—Beſides which, what was moſt to be 
| lamented, the diſcipline and manners of the ar- 
my had vitiated the taſte, and relaxed the in- 
duſtry of the yeomen. In this diſpoſition of the 
people to indulge the uſe of luxuries, and in the 
exhauſted ſtate of the country, the merchants ſaw 
2 market for foreign manufactures. The politi- 
cal character of America ſtanding in a reſpectable 
view abroad, gave a confidence and credit to in- 
dividual citizens heretofore unknown. This credit 
was improved. and goods were imported to a 
much 


3 
much greater amount, than could. be n 
odr paid for. The evils of this exceſs of importa- 
= tion were greatly aggravated, by the decayed 
condition of the commerce, and the little atten- 
tion which had been paid during the war, to raiſ- 
ing of articles for exports. The fiſheries, which 
may be called the mines of Maſſachuſetts, had 
been neglected, or but feebly improved, from the 
want of ſhipping and other cauſes. The whale fiſhe- 
. ry, which from trifling beginnings in the year 1701, i 
at length brought into the late Province, no leſs 
a ſum than 167,0001. ſterling, annually, through 
the iſland of Nantucket alone, and which employ- 
ed 150! fail of veſſels, with near 2500 ſeamen, was, 
at the opening of the peace, reduced to be the ob- 7 
ject of nineteen ſail only. A great, if not a pro- 
portionable diminution, was viſible in other arti- 
les of exportation. In addition to this, what few 
could be obtained, were rendered almoſt uſeleſs, 
by one of the ſevereſt effects of the revolution — 
the loſs of many markets to which Americans had 
formerly reſorted with their produce. Thus was 
the uſual means of remittance by articles of the ; 
growth of the country, almoſt annihilated, and 
little elſe than ſpecie remained, to anſwer the de- 
mands incurred by i importations. The money, of 
_ courſe, was drawn off; and this being inadequate 


14 


Wass 


to the purpoſe of Aicha d the whole amount / 
of foreign contracts, the reſidue was chiefly: ſunk 


by the bankruptcies of the importers. The ſcarc- 
ity of ſpec ie, ariſing principally from this cauſe, 


was attended with evident conſequences; it check 


ed commercial intercourſe throughout the com- 


munity, and furniſhed reluctant debtors with an 
apology for withholding their dues both from in- 


5 dividuals and the publick. 


| ANOTHER effect of the 1 war Which was s exceed- 


- ingly operative in the commotions that took place 
in Maſſachuſetts, if i it may not be called their 
primary cauſe, was the accumulation of private 
| debts. The confuſion of the times had excuſed. 


or prevented moſt perſons from diſcharging their 
contracts. Some indeed availed themſelves of an 


advantage, which the laws of the country, for a 
long time, put into their hands, and paid their 

creditors 1 in a depreciated currency; and ſome 
might have diſcharged their obligations in amore 7 


honourable manner : But great part of the com- 


munity were yet loaded with ancient debts, made 
ſtill more burdenſome from an increaſe of intereſt. 
Private contracts were firſt made to give place to 
5 the payment of publick taxes, from an idea that che 
ſcarcity of ſpecie did not admit of the payment 


of both. The former therefore, were made Pay - 
able 


9 
17 


a 
le i in über property y chan money, by an 80 = 
the zd of July, 1782, commonly known by the 
name of the Tender Act. By this it was pro- 
vided that executions iſſued for private demands 


might be ſatisfied by neat cattle and other arti- 
cles particularly enumerated, at an appraiſement 


of -impartial men under oath. This a& was ob- 


noxious both to conſtitutional and equitable ob- 


jections; but the neceſſity of the caſe overruled | 
them all in the opinion of a majority in the gov- 


ernment. The operation of the act was not al- 


together coincident with the ideas of 1 its patrons. 


Its chief effect was to ſuſpend lawſuits, which, by 
_ delaying, only ſtrengthened and enlarged the evil 


when the year's exiſtence of the law expired. But 


there was a circumſtance which ſprung out of this 


meaſure, infinitely more detrimental than any 


burden that it was intended to remove. It was 
the firſt ſignal for hoſtilities between creditors and 
_ debtors, between che rich and the poor, between 


the few and the many. It Was by this act that 


dhe citizens of Maſſachuſetts, experienced, chat 
> retroſpeCtive laws were not a violation of their 
'* boaſted conſtitution, in the opinion of their legiſ- 
lature; and the multitude of debtors firſt felt from 
it, at an hour when their perplexities might lead 


them to an n undue uſe of Fany advantage, that their 
creditors 


16 
creditors were under their control. This prin- 
ciple rapidly increaſed, and pretences ſprung out 

ol it, in many inſtances, for ſtopping the execu- 
tion of law in private caſes, and, at length, for the 
bolder attack upon the courts themſelves, 


iT net be acknowledged that the time when ; 
this law made its appearance, was critical, In- 
ſurrections had happened in the county of Hamp- 
ſbire, for the purpoſe of oppoſing both the Su- 
preme Judicial Court, and the Court of Com- 
mon Pleas at Nortbampton, in the month of April 
; preceding ; a Circumſtance which ſeemed to op- 
erate both againſt and in favour of the act. On 
che one hand, the motions of the people were con- 
ſidered as evidence of their being oppreſſed, and 
demonſtrated the neceſſity of alleviating meaſures: 
On the other, there was great danger of ſacrific- 
ing to the complaints of a faction, what ſhould | 
be yielded only to the unqueſtionable voice of the 
community. Whenever diſcontent becomes the 
only condition of indulgence among any people, 
they cannot be happy, and, leaſt of all, a people 
fituated as thoſe of Maſſachuſetts were, at this fin- 
gular period. They were juſt about quitting a 
well fought conteſt, in which almoſt every man 
had perſonally aſſiſted. The applauſe of the =_ 
world was freſh on their minds, and they felt a 
title 
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tide to retirement and repoſe. Whatever inter- 
rupted this right, naturally appeared like a griev- 
ance, and became diſcountenanced as an abridg- 
ment of their liberties. They could not realize 
that they had ſhed their blood in the field, to be 
worn out with burdenſome taxes at home; or that 
they had contended, to ſecure to their creditors, a 
* to drag them! into courts and N 


WITH fuch high n notions of Spee 
in the people, it was difficult for the legiſlature 
either to govern without appearing to tyranniſe, 


vor to relieve without appearing to be overcome. 
The General Court, in this dilemma, choſe to 


conſider the commotions of the populace, as evi- 


dence of their real diſtreſſes. And in addition to 


the tender act, they paſſed a law! in the month of 
November following, by which, with the indulg- 


ence of natural parents, they pardoned the 1 riot · 
ers without a Aae ee 


THE fangitnogts entertained reſpecting private 
creditors could not long fail of reaching thoſe of 
the publick. The firſt of this claſs of men who 
fell under popular cenſure were the unfortunate 
officers of the army. At a time when the coun- 
try was diſheartened with the appearance of an 
unequal ſiruggle, Congreſs thought it neceſſary 

a + to 
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to promiſe half pay for life to fuch of them as. 


would continue in ſervice. This meaſure occa- 


fioned no difficulties at the time, but when a 


commutation of five years full pay, was given 
them for this half pay, by a reſolve of the 22d of 


March 1782, though calculated upon principles 


extremely favourable to the ſtates, it raiſed a gen- 
eral outcry ; and occaſioned a tardineſs in the 


payment of taxes. So great was the influence of 
this clamour over the Houſe of Repreſentatives, 
that they, for a long time, inſiſted upon introduc- 


ing a clauſe into a bill, then about to be paſſed, 


for granting an impoſt to. the United States, to 


provide that no part of the proceeds of that duty, 


from any of the ſtates, ſhould be applied to the 85 


nden of this adyantageous contract. 


"THE 8 the people ought to have been, 
and poſſibly was leſſened by a mortifying circum- 

ſtance, on the part of the officers, ariſing from the 

very execution of this agreement. The addition 


made to the federal domeſtick debt, by their ſe- 
curities, which amounted to five million of dol- 


lars, tended, with other cauſes, to depreciate the 


publick credit to ſuch a degree, as that the cur- 


rent price of their notes would not make good 


their eſtabliſhed pay, for the time they were in 


actual ſervice, But, if the diſguſt of the people 


Was 


was in any degree diverfed from-the officers; it 


certainly did not quit any of the meafures adopt- 
ed for their pay. It was only transferred to ſuch 
perſons as had purchaſed their ſecurities, and to 
the reſt of the publick creditors. Through the 
want of confidence in the faith of government, 
_ theſe purchaſes had been made at a great diſcount. 


It ſoon became a common obſervation, that the 


promiſe of government could not, in equity; be 
extended to the man who was poſſeſſed of publick | 
notes for a partial conſideration, to intitle him to 


the payment of more than he gave; and that the 


legiſlature ought to avail themſelves of the depre- 
ciation | for the benefit of the Commonwealth. 


This principle was at length, reduced to ſyſtem, 


| and held up to the publick in print. When it : 
was mentioned in the Repreſentatives Chamber, 
an honeſt member alked, Whether the govern- 5 


ment had received any powers from the diſtreſſed 


creditors, who loſt the difference between the real 
and nominal value of the notes, to detain the diſ- 
count? Or, if they ſhould detain it, Whether they 
deſigned to do fo, for the purpoſe of reſtoring it 
do the original holders of the notes, to whom, in 
I ” ſuch caſe, i it muſt undoubtedly ! But this 


queſtion was never ee. 
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diſcontented ſpread to original and indiſputable 
creditors, of whom the conſideration was imme- 
diately received by the publick. Theſe indeed 
fault was found with paying their intereſt money 
out of the impoſt and exciſe revenues, which was 
the moſt productive ſource of the government. 


At the reviving of theſe revenue laws in the ſef- 


ceeds of the duties, could not be carried agreeably 


part was appropriated to the eaten ee of Sov- 
ernment. Ek | | 


- duced a variety of expedients from the citizens. 


money ſyſtem, might well be expected to ariſe. 
Like their anceſtors, the inhabitants of Maſſachu- 
- had, by they knew not what means, ſtrug- 


of ideal wealth; and, upon the appearance of new 


aſſiſtance. 


FROM ſpeculators in the funds, the cry of the 


could not be denied their demands, but great 


fon of May 1786, the appropriation of the pro- 
to the former principles, but on condition f be- 


ing ſubject to a reviſal at the next alſembling ef 
the General Court, when, we ſhall find, oné third | 


THE numerous e e 1 Wü the 
- Commonwealth laboured ſoon after the war, pro- 


Among others, that which has been a peculiar 
| Homies with the people of America, a paper 


gled through a variety of difficulties, with the aid 


troubles, they felt inclined to revert to the ſame 
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aſſiſtance. The injuſtice and extreme diſtreſs 


which had happened among individuals, and the 


burdens yet exiſting on the Commonwealth, as a 
member of the union, from bills of credit, began 
to be effaced by the ſuperiour objects which, it ; 
was thought, they had brought about. The rev- 
olution was aſcribed to the powers of paper mo- 
ney, and it was held up as the price of every man's 
freedom. The propoſition, however, was the leſs 


expedient, as great quantities of this currency in 
fat exiſted and were circulating in the Com- 
mon wealth at the very time it was made. The 
delinquency in the payment of taxes had neceſ. 


ſitated the Treaſurer to anticipate them, by or- 
ders on the Collectors. Theſe orders accumulat- 
ing in a great degree, had become a kind of cur- 
rency at a depreciated value, and were negotiated 
through many hands, previouſly to their return 


do the treaſury, Beſides theſe, there were the notes 

for the ſtate and federal debt, which were no incon- 
ſſderable ſubſtitutes for caſh. Many perſons muſt 
have been deluded as to the ſcheme for another e- 


miſſion of paper money and 1tisnotuncharitableto : 
ſuppoſe, that many others were induced to patron- 
ize it from principles leſs excuſable. A majority 


ol individuals in every community muſt, in one 


ſenſe, be benefited, 1 a depreciating Currency. ; 


8 1 


It puts the publick burden upon principles of 
chance, and finally ſettles it upon the unfortunate 
adventurers, in whoſe hands the bills happen to 
expire. Hazard, when offered to the human 
mind, ſeldom leaves it unintereſted, and from this 
motive, many will engage on the fide of a paper 
medium. Creditors indeed, and men of proper- 
ty will be averſe from raiſing a phantom, that, in 
the exchanges of buſineſs, may take place of their 
real wealth; and the widow and orphan muſt 
ſhudder at the unavoidable ſnares of knaviſh men, 
to defraud them of their rights: But theſe claſ- 
ſes of people will ever be oppoſed by debtors, 
ſpeculators and perſons otherwiſe intereſted a- 
gainſt them, and unleſs ſupported by the juſtice 
and humanity of the people, will be ſoon over- 
come. To whatever motives the deſire of a pa- 
per currency may be attributed, certain it is, that 
propoſitions were very ſtrenuouſly made to the 
legiſlature for this purpoſe from ſeveral towns, 
and upon principles never, perhaps, before ad- 
vanced. It was requeſted that an adequate quan- 
tity of this money might be emitted; and, to a- 
void the difficulty of redeeming i it, that it might 
by law, be depreciated at fixed rates, in certain 
given periods, until at a ſuitable time, the whole 
ſhould be extin guiſhed. So wild a propoſal ſerv- 
- ed rather to retard than advance the views of the 


Party. 


. 


4 7 party. A report, however, was once made by a 
committee of the Houſe of Repreſentatives for 
emitting a paper currency, hut it failed of accept- 
aaance. Several other plans were ſuggeſted to the 
7 legiſlature from without doors, for relieving the 
people; but means were at length purſued to bring 
them forward in a collected and forcible manner 
by the interference of a new authority. This 
was no 1 than the expedient of county con- 
ventions. : 
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IN a government as free as the people them- 
ſelves can make it, we may expect to find a ſtated = 
and ſatisfatory mode of redreſſing every remedi- 
2 able evil that can happen. In the government 
7 of Maſſachuſetts, and to what Part of the globe 
are we to advert for a freer one? this mode is 
pointed out by application to the legiſlature. 
When publick or private diſtreſs is felt, every 
town, and every individual in it, have a right to 
7 petition the government for redreſs. They have 
' alſo the expreſs privilege of inſtructing their rep- 
 reſentatives, and of conſequence, directing their 
meaſures ; and, the rules of decency aſide, there 
is no law to prevent the inhabitants of a townſhip 
or plantation, adviſing the legiſlature reſpecting 
the molt intricate concerns of the nation. The 
- goyernment too, annually reverts into the hands 
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of thoſe who formed it. All publick officers are 
thrown back into the claſs of private citizens, 
whence they cannot aſcend again but by the voice 
of the electors: And ſo ſmall are the qualifica- 
tions of voters, that ſcarce a ſingle man is exclud- 
ed from his equal ſhare in creating even the firſt 
magiſtrate in the community. In a ſyſtem thus 
limited and guarded on all ſides, and thus open 
to the interference of the citizens even during its 
ſhort continuance, there ſeems to be no room for 
popular ſuſpicion. But, in a ſociety where that 
ps great prerogative of human nature, ſelf govern- 
ment, has been literally exerciſed, a deſire of cor- 
recting what appears to be wrong, will naturally 
_ exiſt, And, if the authority of their own imme- 
diate eſtabliſhment ſeems averſe from adopting 
alterations, there wants that deference to lead the 
people to doubt of their projects, which a govern- 
ment eſtabliſhed by their forefathers, and receiv. 
ing their implicit obedience from the force of 
habit, though leſs perfect in its formation, and 
leſs wiſely adminiſtered, might not fail to inſpire. 
Such poſſibly were the feelings of a number of 
| towns in the Commonwealth, who reſorted to the 
mode of aſſembling by their delegates in conven- 
tion, for the purpoſe of aſcertaining their griev- 
faces, and the beſt manner of redrefling them, 


While 
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while their legiſlature were in full poſſeſſion and 
exerciſe of the conſtitutional powers, neceſſary for 
the ſame purpoſe. This practice is ſaid to be 
founded on that article in the bill of rights, which 
provides, That the people have a right in an 
orderly and peaceable manner, to aſſemble to con- 
ſult upon the common good: Give inſtructions 
to their repreſentatives; and to requeſt of the leg- 
: iſlative body, by the way of addreſſes, petitions | 
or remonſtrances, redreſs of the wrongs done 
them, and of the grievances they ſuffer,” Many, 
however, have ſuppoſed, that the ſenſe of this ar- 
ticle extended only to town meetings which are 
known to the laws. And indeed, to conſtrue it 
in the moſt latitudinary ſenſe, might tend in prac- 


tice, ſo to divide the ſovereign power of the peo- 
ple, as to make the authority of the laws uncer- 
tain, and diſtract the attention of ſubjects; eſpec- 
ally, 1 in a republican government, where all Do w- 
er is actually delegated, But whether conven- 
tions of this kind be conſiſtent with the conſtitu- 
tion or not, certain it is, that their agency has 
been very material in the late pol itical events. 
As thoſe aſſemblies received countenance from 
the perſonal attendance of ſome members of the 
legiſlature, who were under oath to ſupport the 
conſtitution, it ought not to be readily concluded 
that their motiyes were originally 1 injurious to the 
eſtabliſhed 


26 
eftabliſhed government ; but, it has certai ay een 
unfortunate to their reputation, that they have been 


held at ſuch times, and patronized by ſuch charac- 0 


ters without doors, as would injure the beſt inſtitu- 
tions. Several diſturbances have been aſcribed 
to their influence; one, in particular, which hap- 
pened in the year 1782, as it bears a ſtrong re- 
ſemblance to the inſurrections that took place in 
| 1786, deſerves to be noticed. The well known 
' Samuel Ely was indicted at the ſeſſion of the Su- 
preme Judicial Court at Northampton for an at- 
tempt to prevent the fitting of the Court of Com- 
mon Pleas at that place, in which attempt, he 


uſed the name of a convention, and pretended to | 


hold up their authority. Ely pleaded guilty to 


this indictment, and while under ſentence of - 
: Court, when the inhabitants of Spring field were 

accidentally withdrawn from the town, was re- 
leaſed from the gaol there, by a mob aſſembled 


for the purpoſe. The ringleaders of this mob be- 
4 ing afterwards taken, and confined, an attempt- 
was made to releaſe them alſo. This obliged the 
militia of the county to the number of 1200 or 


1500 men to march out for the protection of the 
priſon. : Both parties met in the field, and noth- 
ing but a decided ſuperiority of numbers and 


characters on the part of government, prevented 


bloodſhed, 


il _ bloodſhed, and the commencement of a civil war. 
Ihe rioters were ſurrounded, and then permitted 
to repair to their ſeveral homes. This event may 
not be chargeable upon the convention, as there 
is no evidence that Ely was authorized by them 
- to commit the act of violence which he intended; 


- > but, however innocent the intention of members 
ol convention might have been of theſe diſturb- 
1 > ances, if ſuch uſe was made of their authority, it 
a 4 Was a ſtrong argument * unt future aſſemblies of 
| 1 a like nature. | 

f "THE buſineſs of the conventions naturally lead- 


5 ing them to exhibit liſts of grievances to the peo- 
ple, their proceedings of courſe, always weaken- 
dc the government, whoſe buſineſs it ever is, to 
prevent evils of that kind. But this effet was 
= greatly increaſed, when the meaſures of govern- 
1 ment itſelf were held up as grievances. Their 
complaints then wore a ſtrong appearance of op- 
poſition to conſtitutional authority. Thus, in the 
beginning of the year 1784, we find a propoſition 
made by the towns of Wrentban and Medway, to 
their ſiſter towns in the county of Suffolk, to meet 
in convention, to redreſs the grievance of the com- 
mutation to the officers, and of the continental 
 impoſt ; ; meaſures which had received the ſanc-_ 
flon of the legiſlature, and which no new reaſons. 
could 
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5 could be offered to obviate. About the ſame | 


time, Sutton made a ſimilar propoſition to the 


| towns in the county of Worceſter. The anſwer 


of the Capital to the circular letter ſent to them, 


was decidedly againſt the propoſal. In later times, 


the proceedings of conventions have been ſtill leſs 


juſtifiable. We ſhall find that they undertook to 


cenſure and condemn the conduct of the publick 
rulers ; they voted the Senate and the Judicial 


Courts to be grievances ; they addreſſed the peo= 
ple in language dangerous, even in times of tran- 
quillity; they called for a reviſion of the conſti- 

tution, previouſly to the end of its intended dura- 
tion; and, under this idea, attempted to collect a 
body of men as a general convention, that might 
rival the legiſlature itſelf. But the proceedings 
of theſe aſſemblies, will particularly appear in the 
general account of the inſurrections. From the 
ſhort view which we have taken of the affairs of 
the Commonwealth, ſufficient cauſes appear, to 
account for the commotions which enſued. A 
heavy debt lying on the ſtate, added to burdens 
of the ſame nature, upon almoſt every incorpor- 
ation within it; a decline, or rather an extin&ion 
of publick credit; a relaxation of manners, and a 
free uſe of foreign luxuries ; a decay of trade and 
_ manufactures, with a prevailing ſcarcity of mon- 
ey ; and, above all, individuals involved in debt 


to 


{8 


, 6 L * 74 


99 


to each other, are evils which leave us under no 
neceſſity of ſearching further for the reaſons of the 
inſurrections which took place. We ought not 
to be ſurpriſed to find the people, who but a few 
years before, upon the abolition of royal govern= 
ment among them, exhibited a moſt ſtriking ex- 
| ample of voluntary ſubmiſſion to a feeble Wade 
ity, now driven into a confufion of affairs, com- 
mon to all countries, bur, moſt ſo perhaps, to thoſe 
who have ſhewn the Pg what, in 1 of 


| enn 


5 THE Vail reſtraints which; the confuſion of war 
had laid upon the adminiſtration of juſtice in pri- 
vate Caſes, occaſioned a very rapid increaſe of civil 


r we 2 ARES. — ws Fo * We” r ts, 5: 5 53 .. S 5.5 > -—" <w 1 ” "% Pl 2 . — HR Ss _.: 
5 2% 3 — ds 4 * 783 8 * 5 32S EL ET, — * 1 3 — — a LARS x b I * 2 755 x - 8 — : 85 2 Po 
R Ps F es” io 8, IR Co aw 7 Reon Ro ond Tenn ati INC ITE» Ae Fad coin tn nr Ia 2 4 rr Is ES RR CES 9 —— 
8 8 Ra. . GE, +7 8 Vp ** ERS OY 8 pe 8 . 3 N 8 1 e S 25 E ce e 8 . >. 2 Os =>. = 9 : I 
Fa at e 2a” 5 » 5 1 3 N n JS : "Sx, 7 n . re N C * r . 3 RY — 48 
Nee r be WY by me N ö N l 2 e e * wi nn 2 8 FL. CEE; N es I l n 
; 4 * _ * 1 „ : 


5 
3 


> circumſtance gave employment to the practition- 
ers at the bar, and increaſed. their numbers be- 
yond what had been uſual in the ſtate, The pro- 
 feſſion naturally became a ſubject of obſervation; 
= and, at length, was generally ſpoken of as an ob- 
a Ys, Ject of reform. Advantage was taken of the pre 
4 1 vailing jealouſy againſt lawyers; and unforru- 
| nately, a prelude to the inſurrections was framed 5 
out of it. Inflammatory writings were inſerted in 
the newſpapers, to excite an idea, in the minds of 
the people, chat the burdens which they la- 
| boured under, were occaſioned by the abuſes of 
8 chis 
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actions, when thoſe reſtraints were removed, This 
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this profeſſion : And, a doctrine was particularly 


inſiſted on in one of them, that this claſs of men 


ought to be aboliſned. The electors were there- = 
' fore conjured to leave them out of publick 
office, and to inſtruct their repreſentatives, then 


about to be choſen for the year 1786, to an- 
nihilate them. This idea communicated itſelf 


| from very natural cauſes. The lawyers were odi- 


ous to debtors as the legal inſtruments of their 
diſtreſſes. They were alſo intimately connected 
with the courts of juſtice, and, in a great meaſure, 


under their control: A clamour againſt the one, 
; PO was a kind of impeachment of the oth- 


The tranſition from the ſervants of the 


: courts, to the courts themſelves, being eaſy and 1 
direct, the cry, of courſe, was received and ſpread 
With avidity, by thoſe whoſe intentions were di- 
rected at the adminiſtration of juſtice in general. 
The flame pervaded the greateſt part of the Com- 
monwealth. The lawyers, in moſt inſtances, 
were excluded from che Houſe of Repreſentatives. 
Among other towns, the capital filled the ſeat 
which ſhe had from ancient times, reſerved for 


one of this profeſſion, the ſeat where Pratt, Thach- 


os Otis and Adams, had drawn admiration and 
love from the publick eye, with a gentleman of 


A. leſs unpopular calling. When the aſſembly 
| my 
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met, their zeal was kindled from 1 people. 
This was firſt evidenced by their elections in fill- 


ing up the vacancies in Senate. Preference was 


given to ſome characters, which could not be ac- 


counted for on any other grounds, than that of 


their fellow candidates being practitioners of the 
law. As ſoon as buſineſs came forward, an emu- 


lation was ſhewn to be foremoſt in correcting a- 
buſes which occupied ſo large a ſhare of the pub- 


Z lick attention. Various inſtances were adduced, 
1 wherein the principles of the fee bill, from the lo- 
cal circumſtances of the parties, operated to diſ- 


treſs them; and much was ſaid to convince the 


_ 2 Houſe, that theſe diſtreſſes had been greatly en- 
Creaſed, by the exorbitant fees of attornies. Af- 


ter many warm altercations upon this ſubject, the 
Houſe, with a view of reducing the exactions and 


influence of the regular practitioners, at length 
paſſed a bill to admit all perſons of a moral char- ; 


acter into the practice of the law, before the Ju- 
dicial Courts; to fix the fees of attornies ; to pro- 
vide for their taking an oath previouſly to their 
pleading, in every cauſe, that they would not re- 


ceive more than lawful fees of their employers ; 30 


and to reſtrain the practice of champarty. But, 


when this bill was ſent up, the Senate, deſirous 


of a further conſideration. of the ſubject, took 
meaſures 
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meaſures for examining it in the receſs, and re- 
ferred their deciſion to their Next  afſembling. 3 


THE his proceedings of aer Bautz were. 


hardly ſo correſpondent with the views of the diſ- 


contented party. The ſeſſion was made memo- 
rable by the grant of che ſupplementary funds to 


the United States; a meaſure, which, though dic- 
rated by the principles of national credit, did not 
: fail to ſtand high in the catalogue of future 
grievances. The advocates for a paper money | 


ſyſtem alſo loſt their confidence in the Houſe. A 


petition was preſented from delegates of all the 
towns in the county of Briſtol, praying for an e- 
miſſion of that kind of currency. This meaſure 
was probably ſuggeſted by the example of theit 
- neighbours in the ſtate of Rhodeifland, who had 
juſt emitted a large quantity; and it was expect- 
ed, no doubt, that this precedent would have in- 

| fluenced the legiſlature to favour the propoſal ; 
but, on a trial of parties in the Houſe, there were 


found to be, out of one hundred and eighteen 


members, only nineteen advocates for the ſcheme, 
and only thirty five, out of one hundred and twen- 
ty four, in ſupport of the ſtill more popular plan 
of making real and perſonal eſtate a tender, at an 
f appraiſement, i in diſcharge of executions. Indeed, 


EY 

ur fare theſe at ſeems to habe been ſingu⸗ N 
F ; latly perverſe at this ſeffion ; for, they were not 
only negatived, but a law was paſſed enabling 
the citizens to diſcharge executions in flavour of 

any inhabitants of fuch ſtates as had iſſued paper 
money or made a tender act, by payment in their 
own currency, or a tender of eſtate according to 
the regulations which they themſelves had provid- e 
ed. This ſyſtem of retaliation at once vindicated 5 
the rights of the people, and expreſſed the diſap- 
probation of the legiſlature, at eſtabliſhing engines 
of fraud upon publick faith and authority. An 
ttempt alſo failed to divert the appropriation of 
dhe impoſt and exciſe duties, from the payment 
1 the intereſt of che conſolidated notes, for the 
> purpoſe of diſcharging the foreign demands, and 
thoſe of the civil liſt. In this fituation; the le- 
gilature adjourned, on the 8th of July, to the Z 
ziſ of January following. 55 


„ THE loſs of ſo many mötſons reſpe@ing the im- 
1 portant concerns of the Commonwealth, could 
„ 1 not but have a proportionable effect upon thoſe 

members whoſe confidence in the rej jected plans, 
had drawn them to their defence. The grant « of 
the ſupplementary funds was alſo a kind of tri- 
umph over this fide of the Houſe, A diviſion, of | 
: courſe, took place among the members of the leg- 
'Y Whats WEE | Nature, 
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illstufe; which muſt, even upon the moſt favour- 
able view of human nature, have accelerated the 7 
_ diviſions among the people at large. The failure 


the determined conduct of the Senate, who ſoon 
The outcry againſt lawyers was at length drown- 


ed in more general complaints, and grievances | 
aroſe on all quarters, from men of cauſes. 


: from fifty towns in the county of Hampſhire, met 
at nk: ahd came to the following decifions. 8 


the county of Hampſhire, in convention held at 


= © 


of the minority was in a great meaſure owing to 
1 


began to be a diſtinguiſhed ſubject of clamour. 


ox the 22d of Auguſt, A convention of delegates = 


* . 
N Wy 


cc A a meeting of delegates from fifty towns in 4 


Haſſeld, in ſaid county, on T ueſday the 22d dax 
of Auguſt inflant, and continued by adjournments 
until the twenty fifth, &c. Voted, Fe this oe: 
ing is conſtitutional. 


RE convention from a thorough convidtionof 
great uneaſineſs, ſubſiſting among the people of 
this county and Commonwealth, then went into 
an inquiry | for the cauſe ; and, upon mature con- 1 
 Gderation, deliberation and debate, were of opin- 9 
jon, that many grievances and unneceſſary burd- 3 
ens now lying upon the people, are the ſources of 4 
that diſcontent ſo evidently diſcoverable through 9 

out 


ro | dot this — Among which ths fol. 
1 being articles were voted as ſuch, M 
Z 1. The exiſtence of the Senate. 
= 24. The preſent mode of repreſentation. 
Mn d. The officers of government not being an- 
 Z nwally dependent. on the repreſentatives of the 
pʒeople, in General Court nn for theit ſala- 
es ries. 208 
I 4th. All oh civil allen, of, government, not 
being annually elected by the Repreſentatives of 
L the people, i in General Court aſſembled. 

4 5th. The exiſtence of the Courts of Cation | 
. t Pleas, and General Seſſions of the Re 
1 ch. The Fee Table as it now ſtands. . : | 
> th. T he preſent mode of eee the 
CO impoſt and exciſe, _ 

W - $th. T he. unreaſonable SG made to > fore of 
9 ; the officers of government. 

1 gth. The ſupplementary aid. 

10th. The preſent mode of paying. the So- 
RN ernmiental ſecurities. | Sip; 7 
M 'xith. The preſent mode ated for the pay- 
6 ment and ſpeedy collection of the laſt tax. i 2 
XZ ' rath.' The preſent mode of taxation as it op- 
"2 | rates unequally between the polls and n and ; 
1 between landed and mercantile intereſts. 
3 13th. The preſent methbd of 188 of che . 
| | attornies at law. 
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Ca. 14th. 
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paper money, f 


36 


a 


24h. The w Want of a ſufficient. mediur 1t n of 
trade, to remedy the miſchiefs ariſing, 1 the 


ſcarcity of money. 


15th. 'T he General — in the town of 


Boſton. 


16th. The preſent wb ref 
17th. The neglect of the ſettlement of import- 


ant matters depending between the Common- 
Y wealth and Congr els, ER monies. d av- 
. 0 


1 sth. Voted, This convention \recomi{cha to the 


w 264 


ſeveral towns! in this county,” that they inſtruct 
their Repreſentatives, to uſe their influence i in the 


next General Court, to have emitted a bank of 


F 


+. 
7 


eee ſecurities. 


_ 19th. Voted, That; whereas ſeveral of the . I 


C497. * * 


articles of grievances, ariſe from defects in the | 


conſtitution ; therefore a reyiſion « of the. ſame 
ought to take place. Vo 


. 3 


acth. Voted, That it be Babbel a this 
convention to the ſeveral towns in this county, 
that they petition the Governour to call the Gen- 
eral Court immediately together, in order that the 
| wb 


1 bje&t to a depreciation ; ; making 
ita tender in all payments, equal to ſilver and 
gold, to be iſſued in order te to call in i the common- 


. 
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— 
1 | ike enen — of, may on che . 1 e 
1 Iflature, be r 
© 21ſt; Voted, T by this eien n 
it to the inhabitants of this county, that they ab⸗ 
ſtain from all mobs and unlawful aſſemblies, un- 
til a conſtitutional method of redreſs can be ob- 
| 224. Voted, That Mr. Caleb Weſt be deſired to 
= ranſnir a copy of the proceedings of this conven- 
65H 7 * tion to the convention of the county! of Worceſter. 
= vention be defired to tranſmit a copy of the pro- 
ceedings of this denen to * county of ; 
. 4. 54. 2358 
24th. Voted, That thi el of this. gan 
= vention be directed to notify a county convention, | 
upon any motion made to him for that purpoſe, 
if he judge the reaſons offered be ſufficient, giving 
fuch notice, together with the reaſons therefor, i in 
the publick papers of this county. 
25th. Voted, 'T hat a copy of the proceedings 
of this convention be ſent to the an! in nk. : 
e for ee 83 ä 


ALTHOUGH it is biated i in ado. PRETTY pro- 
7 ae gs, that they do not contain all the cauſes 
of grievance, yet they may be ſo far conſidered as 
a faithful collection of theſe cauſes, that injuſtice | 
| * 3 e £ 
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E 
vill not be done to the ſubject, if ſome of the ſu· 


ture proceedings of that nature ſnould not be in- 
ſerted at large. Theſe can require but little com- 


ment. It is ſcarcely poſſible for a government to 
be more imperfect, or worſe admin iſtered, than 


that of Maſſachuſetts is here repreſented to be. 


Eſſential branches of the legiſlative and judicial 
departments were ſaid to be grievous ; material 
proceedings upon national concerns erroneous; 

obvious meaſures for paying the debt blindly 

overlooked; publick monies miſappropriated, and 
the conſtitution itſelf intolerably defective. The 
directions for tranſmitting theſe proceedings to 


the convention of Worceſter, and to the county of 


Berkſhire, diſplayed a deſign in this aſſembly, of 
| doing r more chan e e cheir own _ 
grievances: 5 


5 e 2" 
. 


AFTER this cenſure of. a convention of delegates : 
5 from fifty towns, upon the Courts of Common 
Pleas and General Seſſions of the Peace, agreed 
ypon in three days time, and juſt before their 
| ſtated terms, it was not ſurpriſing, notwithſland» 
ing the caution of the convention againſt mobs, 
to find that reverence which, if nothing elſe could, 
the antiquity and paſt utility of thoſe courts ought 
to haye inſpired, at once ſuperſeded by popular. 
rage and nn. Accordingly, on the laſt 
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, , Tueſday of Au gulf, a evipetine number of inſur- 

FR gents," ſuppoſed to be near 1 500, aſſembled un- 
der arms at Nortbampton; took poſſeſſion of the 
= Court Houſe, and effectually prevented che ſitting 
| 7 1 of the courts aforementioned at chat place, as pre- 
0 5 ſcribed by law. Upon this violence being com- 
7 mitted, a proclamation was iſſued by his Excel- 
f 5 lency the Governour, calling in the moſt feeling 
and ſpirited manner, upon the officers and citi- 
z⁊ens of the Commonwealth, to ſuppreſs ſuch treaſ- 
7 : onable proceedings. But, little attention was 

1 given by the ill diſpoſed to this timely meaſure. 
The counties of Morceſter, Middleſex, Briſtol and 

Berkſhire were ſet in a flame, and che tumult 
chreatened to be general. 


on the ſacceeding mY the Courn of com- 5 
mon Pleas and General Seſſions of the Peace, be- 
ing by law to be holden at Vorceſter, a body of 
inſurgents to the number of 300 and upwards, 
poſted themſelves at the Court Houſe in that 
place. The judges were admitted to the door, 
where a line of bayonets prevented their entrance. 
The chief juſtice remonſtrated with the rioters, 
on the madneſs of their conduct; but the court 
were obliged to retire to an adjacent houſe, where 
3 they opened agreeably to law, and adjourned to 
the next morning. The violence of the mob, 
»ö'G:ið ö & : however, 


however, ſoon obl iged the c aurt of Common 
Pleas to adjourn without day, and the Court of. 
Seſſions to nid to the 21ſt of November fol- 
lowing. 113 


Kut uatche of theſe diſturbances rendered their 
remedy peculiarly difficult. The oppoſition to 
the courts muſt have been unjuſtifiable even in 

the views of the inſurgents themſelves. But, 
this was a general cauſe, in which every man ex- 
erciſed his right of judging, and there were not 


= wanting plabſible reaſons to induce the leſs in by 


formed to judge wrong. The topping « of the 
: Judicial Courts had been blended, in the minds 
of ſome people, with the redreſs of grievances ; : 


a and had been charitably, but incautiouſly con- g 


| ſidered, only as a mode of awakening the attention 


of the legiſlature to that object. Under ſuch 
pretexts, many moderate men, and more from leſs 

pardonable principles. than that of moderation, 
excuſed themſelves from military duty. This en- 


ervated the operations of the militia; and, Joined: 


to the circumſtance of their being in ſome inſtan - 


ces, unorganized, had almoſt deprived che Com 
monwealth of any advantage from this palladi m 
of republican freedom. The attack in the coun- 


ty of Hampſhire was ſo ſudden and violent, that, 
from this cauſe Perhaps, np recurrence was bad 0 
5 co 


* 


NI 
41 


, * 
N 


1 . er "= as thoſe,” in 8 could {ae 
then be relied, on. This in a manner, diſarmed 


the Supreme Executive Magiſtrate, who from in- 
clination, and the principles of the conſtitution, 
directed himſelf᷑ tothe militia for aſſiſtance. The 
effects of chis evil were afterwards ſtill more con- 
ſpicvous. When bodies, of the militia were 
marched by order of their proper officers, num 


= . bers whoſe. principles Were concealed, would, at 


ſome critical, juncture, openly change their ſides 
in the field ; a treacherous. practice, that was 


j checked. by. 4 ſubſequent e in che * 


martial. 


THE contagion of this riotous dilpoßtion ap- 
pearing to ſpread, notwithſtanding the militia had - 
been ordered to the aid of the Sheriffs, the GO 


1 ernour turned his attention to ſuitable means of 
checking its nearer approach to the capital. Ac- 


cordingly an adviſing body was collected, in the 
abſence of the council, conſiſting of ſuch coun- 
ſellors as were in town, the Judges of the Supreme 
Judicial Court; the Attorney General and other 


publick characters. The Courts of Common 
Pleas and General Seffions of the Peace, were 


then next to be holden at Concord and 4 Taunton on 


5 the fame Sona * here could be no doubt, that 


attempts 


attempts would be made to impede their fitting. 
Among other events which had taken place in 2M 
Middleſex, a convention | conſiſting of the dele- 1 
gates of a majority of the towns in that county, 
had ſet, the day after that which was held at 
Hatfield. Their proceedings bore a very near 
_ reſemblance to thoſe of their brethren in Hamp- 
| ſhire. The Senate were not numbered among 
their grievances, but the Court of Common Pleas 
was expreſsly mentioned. The people of Mid- 
dleſex however, were ſuppoſed to be Jeſs averſe 
from the adminiſtering of juſtice than thoſe of the 
upper counties; and not oppoſed to ſupporting the : 
Judicial Courts againſt a force. This ſuppoſition 
| was founded on good information, obtained by 
early and judicious inquiries, made by the Major 
General of that diviſion, who appeared before the 
council on the. occaſion, It was alſo thought 
that the local circumſtances of Concord made i it an 
eligible ſpot for the ſerious exertion of govern-⸗ 
ment. In purſuance of this idea, it was agreed, . 
that the militia ſhould be called out in defence of 
the « courts from ſuch parts, and i in ſuch numbers, 
5 would beſt ſerve to protect them. But, while 
this plan was executing, an agreement was enter- 
ed into by the inhabitants of Concord and ſeveral 
towns in cheir neighbourhood, to meet . their 


calling out the militia, who were deſigned to act 
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ation; and, upon the perſonal repreſentation  W 


Þ | thoſe iſſued for Briſtol conditionally +. - No 
XZ ſooner was it known by the inſurgents, who were 


þ” the court who had aſſembled at a ſmall diſtance. þ 
One of their leaders was exceedingly outrageous, | 


0 ſtaggered the leſs hardened party from V. orceſter, | 


& Shattuck, their principal leader, ſent a written 
meſſage, that it was the ſenſe of the people, that 
| the courts ſhould not fit. He afterwards affected 
do permit the Court of Seſſions to fit, on condi- 


F : ; 


7 committees, to confer with any perſons who might 
appear in arms, with a view of perſuading them 


into moderate meaſures. Much was hoped for 


by the acting council from a pacifick negoti- 
two juſtices of the Common Pleas, the orders for. 


in Middleſex, were abſolutely countermanded, and 


contemptible in point of ſtrength and character, 
that government would not act with force, than 
they appeared in triumphon the ſpot. Thoſe of 
the county were reinforced by a ſmall party from 
Worceſter.” They took poſſeſſion of the Court 
Houſe, and paraded with great inſolence before 


and once threatened to put all perſons to the ſword 
who ſhould not join them in two hours. Such 
was the profanity of his language, chat! it at firſt 


but a union of forces afterwards took place. Job 


— 


tion 


tion of adjourning to a day preſcribed ; but, che 
ifſue was, that the rioters grew {till n outra- 
Seous, and no court could fit at all. * 


ix the county of Brgtol, the cauſe of govern- 
ment did not yield ſo eaſily. Notwithſtanding 
the counter orders reſpecting the turning out of 
the militia, the ſpirit of the people in ſome parts, 
led them to appear in arms under the direction of 
Major General David Cobb, to the number of three 

hundred, and the inſurgents, though a third part 

more, could not prevent the fitting of the courts. 
Theſe, however, ones nn pn. with- 

out day. : 


© waiLy theſe infurreftions were happening in 
the lower counties, the rage of the malcontents 
was not leſs violent in the county of Berkſbire. A 
convention was held at Lenox, on the laſt week in 
Auguſt. This aſſembly however, was compoſed 
of members, as well from the towns where the 
friends to government prevailed, as from the dif- 
affected; and their proceedings ſeem to have evi- 


denced a different diſpoſition, from that of the. 
7 other conventions. Although the general ww 


for reformation was conſpicuous, yet they 
| explicitly approved of the appropriation of the 
revenue ariſing from the impoſt and exciſe du- 
ties, and of the . of the ſupplementary 
funds 


I 


funds to the United States; and they mati: 
feſted a decent and reſpectful regard towards 


the adminiſtration of government in general. 5 
They diſapproved of the ſyſtems for eſtabliſhing 


= paper money and tender acts. They ſolemnly 


engaged to uſe their influenceto ſupporrthe courts | 
to endeavour to quiet the | agitated ſpirits of the 5 
people. The inſurgents, however, aſſembled in 
force to the number of eight hundred, at Great 
Barrington, and not only prevented the ſitting of 
the courts which were ſo obnoxious to them, but 
broke open the gaol, and liberated the priſoners. 
They alſo compelled three of the Judges of che 
Court of Common Pleas, to ſign an obligation, 
chat they would not act under their commiſſions, 
until grievances were redreſſed. It ought, how- 
ever, injuſtice to the inſurgents, to be mentioned, 
_ that the fourth Judge, who was a member of the : 
Senate, upon a proper reſiſtance, was not forced 


of juſtice, in the exerciſe of their legal pov 


to ſign the obligation. This circumſtance muſt 


otherwiſe might be ag ee to have been uſed 
_ this occaſion. - 992055 | 


uE conduct of the 8 of the town bo 


e, during theſe diſturbances, ſhould not paſs | 


unnoticed. 


extenuate the crime, in the opinion of the world, 
zs it will abate the degree of compulſion, which 
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ed upon to aſſiſt the Sheriffs, and had neglected 
to do it, drew on them the blame of the unhap- 
Py conſequences. The letter to the ſeveral towns | 


- unnoticed. They addreſſed the Governour, and 
in the moſt unequivocal manner; declared theit 


determination to cooperate in ſupport of confti: 
tutional government; whilſt they alſo declared, 


that their feelings led them to hope for lenient 


meaſures to be adopted, with reſpect to their de- 
luded friends and fellow citizens. They alſo ſent 
a circular letter addreſſed to the inhabitants of 


every town, wherein they acknowledged their own 
obligations, and recited the mutual danger that 


awaited all parties, during the war. They con- 


5 traſted the preſent free ſtate of the citizens, with 
_ what it would have been, had they become a con- 
quered people. They held up the ſacred pledges 
of life and fortune, made to ſupport a conſtitu- 
tion, which was as ineſtimable as the blood that 


had purchaſed it. And they conjured their breth- 


ren not to gratify the malice of their common en- 
emies, in ſeeking a redreſs of ſuppoſed grievances, 


by other means than thoſe which their ſocial com- 


pact had amply provided. To their addreſs, his 
Excellency returned a very favourable anſwer," in 


which, however, he plainly ſuggeſted, that the ſu- 
pineneſs of thoſe citizens, who had been duly call- 


= Is. 4 Y £ : 84 
OLI 


pri 


TY 
produced various replies, but moſt of them con- 
veyed a union nt RSG aid to. 
. the conſtitution | 


"TH diſpoſition for infurre&tions at this time, 

was not confined to Maſſachuſetts. On the 20th 
of September, about four hundred men, armed i in 
different modes, ſurrounded the legiſlature of 


Newbampſbire, for ſeveral hours, with; a view of bk 


forcing them 1 into a paper money ſyſtem, agreea- 
. bly to a petition | which had been previouſly pre- 
ferred by a a conyention of delegates from about 
5 thirty towns, in that ſtate. But the ſpirir of their 
Citizens immediately led them to appear in arms, 1 
8 and cruſhed the inſurrection in its infaney. 


80 Gs an EYE PAR to. rake adminiſtering . 
| of Juſtice, made it neceſſary that an immediate 
ſeſſion of the General Court ſhould be held. The 

Goyernour, in conſequence of a requiſition of 
Congreſs for a tax, had iſſued his proclamation 
for calling that court together on the 18th of Oc- 
- tober, but the tumults afterwards induced him to 


fix Sid * a of enn for W. pee 
bling: F 


, f g \ 
* 3 ? 


| IT og > ox > ... 
IR che legiſlature were e convening, the i in- 

furgents were extending their object. Hitherto 
| aged 1 had been confined to the Courts 


a? 


v of - 


Ry l 
of Common Pleas, the Courts.of General Seſſions 
of the Peace, and to ſome ſuppoſed: inconvenien 
cies in the mode of holding the Courts of Probate. 


Blut, their oppoſition to the two firſt of theſe, had, 


28 they pretended, made a further meafure neceſ- 
ſary to their ſafety. This was to prevent the ſit- 
ting of the Supreme Judicial Court itſelf, and 
thereby ſhield themſelves from any indiftment e on 
account of their paſt offences, i in obſtrufting the 
; admini ration of juſtice. No, great danger ought 
to have been apprehended by 1 them from this 
quarter, as the court laſt mentioned. had ſet at 
Maorceſter without the jury's finding A fingle bill 
againſt them. However, it was. n by 
the inſurgents, to prevent their doing buſineſs at 
Spring tel, if poſſible; and the Governour, on 
de other hand, took meaſures to obviare theit 
deſigns. Accotdingly he ordered the Court 
Houſe to be taken into poſſeſſibn by 600 men, 
under the command of Major General Milliam 
Sbepard. This party were well officered' ande. 
quipped, and contained the moſt reſpectable Char- 
acters for abilities and intereſt,” in the county 'of + 
| Hampſhire, On the day of the court's ſitting, the 
_ inſurgents alſo appeared, equal. if not ſuperiour in 
numbers, but vaſtly inferiour 1 in officers and arms. 5 
They. were headed. by one Daiel Shoys, Who had : 


bees 


muſquets, and every preparation was 1 
engagement; but they were diſſuaded from an at- 


5 1 


— in the late continental ann bur 


hat reſigned his commiſſion for reaſons quite 


erablematical. They were highly incenſed at 
government's taking poſſeſſion of the Court Houſe 
Ppreviouſly to their arrival. They ſeat a requeſt to 


the Judges, that none of the late rioters. ſhonld be 


indicted. 3 but received a very firm reply, Pur port- 


ing that the Judges ſhopld execute the laws of 
9 | the country agreeably to their oaths. In the con- 
fuſion, however, neceſſarily attending two ſuch 


large bodies of armed men, who, before they retir- 


ed increaſed to more than 2000, the court co, 


tranſact but little buſineſs. On Wedneſday the 
panel of Jurors not being filled, thoſe jurymen 


who appeared were diſmiſſed. On the next day, 
which was the third of their ſitting, the court ad- 

| Journed, after reſolving that it was not expedient 
to proceed to the county of Berkſhire. The mor- 


tification which the inſurgents ſuffered from the 


i Court Houſe being preoccupied by the militia, | 
led them to ſeveral bold meaſures. At one time, 


they marched down upon the militia with-loaded 


rack, as it was ſaid, at the inſtance of their com- 

mander. They inſiſted upon paſſing through the 

ſtreet of Spring field, in face of General Shepard's 

oops, and were allowed ſo to do, on condition 
5 D of 


" 


of their behaving peaceably, which was obferved. 
After the riſing of the Court, they alſo demanded 
the ground on which the General was - poſted. 
As it was neceſſary for him to change his poſition | 
in order to ſecure the federal arſenal, for which 

people were very apprehenſive, he marched to 
the protection of that, and the inſurgents ſue- 


ceeded his forces in the occupation of a place 


which had, in fact, become of no real i Importance. 
The condition of the town of Springfield was 
truly melancholy, during this civil contention. 
Neighbours were oppoſed to each other under 
arms, the houſes were rendered the ſcenes of fe- 
male diſtreſs; and it was in the power of accident 


only, to have brought on an action, which might = 


have deſtroyed the lives of thoufands, and fub- 
Jetted all property to the immediate yen geance 
of the party, that might have become victorious. 


After remaining in this ſituation for four days, 


the inhabitants were relieved by the ſpring ; 
a of both parties. 


3 


ar the time . = lu for holding the : 


Supreme Judicial Court, at Greatbarrington, the | 


malcontents, affecting to believe, that the court 
Intended to deceive them, and that buſineſs would 
be tranſacted as uſual, notwithſtanding the reſolu- 
tion to the er , aſſembled in conſiderable 
numbers ; 


/ 


0 


— 


numbers ; and being Aid in their object, 


became extremely riotous. Several perſons who 
HE wa obnoxious to their views; were obliged o 
fly, and one gentleman who ſuſtained a very hon- 

| | ourable office, was purſued in various directions, 
* by armed men. Houſes were ſearched, and, in 
1 fome inſtances citizens were fired upon. mg 
"WHEN * 1 3 had | aflembled, 4 — 

; ernour opened to them the whole tranſactions 

5 that had then taken place, i in a ſpeech from the 

: chair. In this he ſtated the danger of ſuch pro- 
7 ceedings, and the want of juſtification on the part 
. of the inſurgents, even upon the ſuppoſition that 
- = grievancescxiſted, as they had complained. He 
1 1 related the meaſures which he had taken, and ob- 
7 | ſerved, that if the people would not be obedient 
"= to orders iſſued for their own ſafety, the conſe- ; 
5 quences were imputable only to themſelves. he 
5 Senate appeared to be decided in their opinion, of 


the meaſures which were neceſſary to be taken, - 
reſpecting the inſurgents 3 but parties did not 
ſtand ſo unequally balanced on this point, in the f 
lower Houſe. Thoſe members who from time to 
time, had found their plans overruled there, ſeem- 
ed to think that publick affairs had not been ſo 
properly conducted as they might have been; and 
do hope, th at the preſent commotions might be the 
GS mn 


EE = 
want of bringing About Whit, they aws 
thought, ſhould have been effected without thewr. 
They were, thereföre, cabtibus in their proceed. IN 

ings againſt che inforgents; and, probably did not 1 
wih them to be cruſhed, till things were cbrrckrt = 
ed, according to their view of a right ſyſten, * 


e 

1 

by © M4 
8 


THE feſt: eine whick the Senate we 
were, to agree to a report of a joint committee on 
the Governour's ſpeech; This report was ex- 

preſſive of the abhorrenee which che two Houſes 
entertained, of che proceedings agriaſt the Judi- = 
| tial Courts. It decidedly approved of his Ex, 
tellency's Conduct, in raiſing the militia for their 
defence. A Ptotriſe of pay wWas alſo made Þ BY 
thoſe who had been, or ſhould Afterwards be ca 
dd into ſervice. lt recommended a reviſal an 
militia law, and expreſſed a full determination on 
the part of the tegiſlarure, to examine into, and 
kedteſs all grievances, which might lie upon the 
people : : And it Provided that the privilege of the = 

writ of Habeas Corpus, ſhould be ſ- uſpended for a 1 
limited time. The Houſe were unanimous in - | 

greeing t to the firſt mentioned clauſe in this fe- 

Port; the other clauſes were alſo, voted, except- 
ing the laft, at which a determined ſtand was 
made. In vain was it urged, that the daring at- 
tempts which had been made wren the authority : 
of 


ne 
1 
iD 598 


* 


—_— 


of -government, equine. 2. deciſive * on 

their part; that the meaſures propoſed, were On. 
iy means of diſarming, without puniſhing the 
leaders of the inſurgents ; that the ſame means 
had been adopted in leſs perilous times, under the 
7 preſent conſtitution, without heſitation ; and that 
the ſafety of the friends of government, in the 


d, E { diſcontented counties, made them again neceſſa- 

. = ry. There were other gentlemen, and they were 
- then the majority, who thought i It a very unſyita- 
4 ble time for coercive meaſures. 7 he firſt object, 
8 in their opinions, ought to be, to remove all cauſes 
* : of diſcontent, and ſo leave the inſurgents with- 
blut an appearance of juſtification, in caſe of their 
to ü 

1 perſeverance. But, if violent plans ſhould be 


projected, they feared that the uneaſineſs would 
2 increaſe, and the great body of neuters would be 


cauſe. After long debates this part of ME r eporr 
was again, committed. 


TE party who were for poſtponing vigorous ; 
meaſures againſt the inſurgents, having given this 
check to their opponents, it became an object = 
haſten forward whatever buſinefs was conſidered. 
as a condition of the ſuſpenſion of the writ of Ha- 
beas corpus. The grievances of the People, as the 
diſcontented were fond of calling themſelves, had 


5. pe D : been 


diſguſted with the government, and loſt to its 5 
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been laid before the court in feveral modes. Pe- 
titions from ſundry towns had ſtated them, and 
theſe were committed by both houſes. The con- 
ventions alſo appeared upon this occaſion. Eigh- 
teen towns in Middleſex, forty one towns in Wor- 
cefter, and all the towns but one in Briſtol, form- 
ed conventions in their refpective counties, by 
their delegates. A petition: from each was prefer- 
red for a redreſs of grievances, which were ftated 
as nearly alike, by all, as circumſtances would 
permit. That from Briſtol was peculiarly guard- 
ed at this point. They united in the groſs, with 
the petition from Worceſter, and then obſerved, 
that in caſe there ſhould be different petitions 


from different counties, or perplexity i in the ſub- 


ject matter of thoſe petitions, or they ſhould ap- 
pear inſufficiently explicit, they further prayed 
the court, to call a convention of the Common- | 
wealth, for the purpoſe of uniting in conſiſtent 

and explicit petitions, for the removal of thoſe 
5 grievances which the people laboured under. The 
petition from Morceſter, after reciting their griey- 
ances, prayed that the ſenſe of all the towns in the 
Commonwealth might be taken, reſpecting the ne- 
 ceſlity of reviſing the conſtitution ; and, incaſe two | : 
_ thirds of them ſhould be in favour of areviſion, that 
| 6 tare convention might. be called for reviſing, it. 


They 


7 other counties -a meaſure that was eminently in- 
ſtrumental in ſubverting the Britiſh government 


55. 


They received a delegate fro the county.of Briſ« 
tel, and choſe a committee to correſpond, with 


in this country. They alſo undertook to aid the 


legiſlature in the well ordering of the Common 
wealth, by addreſſing the people of their county, 
and expreſſing their confidence, that they would 
peaceably wait the reſult of that ſeſſion of che 
General Court. 


ps AS s the ſubſtance of the petitions from: the con- 


ventions was included in thoſe from the towns, it 


ſaved a difficulty that might otherwiſe have ariſ- 
en, as to the conſtitutionality of thoſe bodies, and 


their authority to petition in behalf of the places 


they were ſaid to repreſent; eſpecially, as in ſome 


inſtances, their conſtituents had not empowered 


them to go further than to agree upon a petition, | 


ſubject to their own reviſal, and to be preſented 
from the reſpective towns themſelves. 'Theſe pe- 


titions therefore were ſuffered to lis, wichdut any: 
deciſion woo them. . 


Tur # grievances which were e finally ſingled out 
Gi the conſideration of the court, as being the 
moſt important, and moſtly within their power 


_ to remedy were, the fitting of the General Court 
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in the town of Boſton; the inſtitution and regu- 
lation of the Courts of Common Pleas: and Gen- 


eral Seſſions of the Peace, with the mode of hold» 


ing che Probate Courts; the burdens of the peo- 
ple ariſing from the ſcarcity of money, and the 
difficulties thereby accruing in the payment of 
back taxes, and private debts; the mode of ap- 


propriatin g the proceeds of the impoſt and exciſe 


duties; the fee bill, and the ſalaries of the Wa 
of government. 


; as oneprincipal cauſe of the . among 
the people, was the miſrepreſentations of deſign- 
ing men, by which they had been led to believe 


the groſſeſt falſehoods, it was agreed on all hands, 
that an addreſs ſhould alſo be ſent to all the citi- 


zens, for their information, relative to une . 


affairs. 


| AMONQ the. falaries of ublick TN that of 


the firſt magiſtrate, which vas eſtabliſhed at 


| 11001, per annum, being objected to by many 


diſcontented perſons, it was early taken into con- 
ſideration by the Houſe of Repreſentatives. They 
made it a queſtion, whether it was within the 


power of the legiſlature to reduce it, conſiſtently: 


yich the 13th article of the firſt ſection and ad 


chapter of the conſtitution, Ader a full diſcuf- 
FV ſion 
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unleſs the debts due to Britiſh c 
Lie) ſhould be excepted 1 The Senate voted, that 


1 


on of this point, it was determined that the a. 
arp might be reduced, notwithſtanding it had been 
fixed by an act in purſuance of the conſtitution-. 


But, no uſe was made of this vote at the preſent 
time, and it was declared by members who were 
in the affirmative, that it was intended to extend 
to a future year only, and not to any ſervice 
which was actually commenced. Care was tak- 
en in the ſubſequent addreſs ta the people, to tate 


the reaſonableneſs of the ſalary in itſelf, and par- 


ticularly when compared to that allowed by the 
late province, Which was not only larger b but at- 
| tended with a variety of perquiſites. 


THE/ wp of a Paper money Shin nds 


cada finding both thoſe meaſures ſtrongly 
_ urged by almoſt all the petitions upon publick: 
| grievances, and that the inſurgents were not rig- 
oroully treated, began to think of a compromiſe, 
by allowing of the latter plan, in order to avoid a 
| ſtill more odious expedient; in the former. The 


eornmittee who had been appointed on the ſub- 


je, ſubmitted a queſtion, Whether a render act, 
or an act for the ſuſpenſion of law, would not be 


inconſiſtent with the conſtitution; and alſo mili- Ms 
tate with the confederation and treaty of peace, 


ret tors before the f 


it 


38 
it would be againſt the confederation and treaty, 
unleſs the exception ſhould be made. But the 
Houſe felt no ways diſpoſed to give a preference, 
in this caſe, to Britiſh, ſubjects over their o] 
citizens, and diſagreed with the Senate, at the 
ſame time giving leave for a draught of ſuch 9 - 
bill to be laid on their table. 


WHILE = the Houſe of Repreſentatives were pre- 
paring this bill, and endeavouring to reform or 
aboliſh the Courts of Common Pleas and Gener- 
al Seſſions of the Peace, the time arrived for the 
Supreme Judicial Court to fit at Taunton. On 
this occaſion the Senate propoſed a meſſage to the 
Governour to requeſt that his Excellency would 5 
give his moſt ſerious attention to the ſupport of 
their ſeſſion, and the Houſe concurred in this pro- 
poſal. The Governour, of courſe, afterwards com- 
municated the meaſures which he had taken. The 
Senate, in return, originated a meſſage of thanks, 
in which they introduced, with ſome addreſs, the 
reſolves that had paſſed in both Houſes, but 
| which, from their connexion with the vote for 
ſuſpending the writ of Habeas corpus, ſtill remain- 
ed on the Repreſentative's table, incapable of be- 
ing laid before the chair. This meſſage proved 
eventually, of great conſequence, as it was the 
neee of very ard meaſures on the part 

of 


> 


59. 


of the Governout: In it the two koufes me 
that they would always on ſuch and other occa- 
fions, afford the Supreme Executive all that aid, 

Which ſhould be incumbent on them, in their 


own department; fully confiding that his Excel- 


| lency would ſtill perſevere in the exerciſe of ſuch 
powers, as were veſted in him by their excellent 


conſtitution, for enforcing due obedience to the 


authority and laws of government, &c. In ad- 


dition to this meſſage, the Court paſſed a riot act, 


which was the firſt coercive meaſure they. took, 
by counteracting the — of the inſurgents. 


"THE Supreme Judicial Court were effectually 


: ſupported at Te aunton, the inſurgents appearing : at 


a diſtance only. One of them was permitted to 


| preſent ; a petition to the court, in which it was 
5 requeſted, as the ſenſe of the people, that their 
ſitting ſhould be adjourned. But, the memorial- | 
iſt being aſked, How | it happened, that the jurors 


had all attended, if it was the deſire of che people 
that the court ſhould not lit! 5 he was confound- 


; ed, and retired. 


sven Sir were made for meeting the 


inſurgents at Cambridge, the week enſuing, that 


they dared not attempt to impede the ſitting of 
on 85 Ea e Judicial Cour at that place. The 


SGovernour 
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Governour took the opportunity of reviewing the 
troops that marched upon this occaſion, under 
the command of Major General John Brooks. 


made up of the Middleſex militia, and three com- 
panies from Boſton, with many pieces of Artillery, 


in making the neceſſary military arrangements, 
for ſupporting the adminiſtration of juſtice, the 


people. They completed an act providing for 
the payment of the back taxes in ſpecifick arti- 


money. They agreed upon a plan for originat- 
ing civil cauſes before Juſtices of the Peace, in 
order to leſſen the buſineſs of the Courts of Com- 
mon Pleas, and to render law proceſſes leſs ex- 
penſive. And they induſtriouſly employed them- 
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They amounted to 206g, beſides volunteers. The 
reſpectable appearance of this body, which was 


greatly elevated the ſpirits of all the friends of the 
government, and irritated or depreſſed thoſe who 7 
were : oppoſed to it. 


wHILE the Supreme Executive was employed 


Houſe of Repreſentatives remained in the ſame 
 pacifick diſpoſition towards the inſurgents. - Noth- | 
ing of conſequence was ſuffered to paſs them, but 
what was connected with the grievances of the 


cles, at fixed rates, on account of the ſcarcity of 


ſelves in framing a tender act, that ſhould be the 
Heakk cxceprpnabile to the various s oppoſers of chat 
meaſure, 
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| meaſore. All of theſe acts finally Pabel dhe las 


ature, though ſeveral caſes were excepted froth 
the tender law, and the operation of it was limited 


0 cight months at the motion of the Senate, das 


100 25.4 
— 


= on the 28th of Oatber, Nos Governour com- : 


; municated to the Court a Reſolve of Congr els, 


for increaling the federal troops already raifed; for 


carrying on an Indian war, to 2040 j of the addi- 
tional number, the proportion required of Maſſa- 


chuſetts, was 660. The critical juncture at which 


this requiſition was made, and the large quota of 


men aſſigned to the Commonwealth, excited 
the jealouſy of many perſons, that the forces 


were to be employed in ſuppreſſing domeſtick | 
difficulties, previouſly to their marching to the 


frontiers ; and this ſuſpicion gained ſome ground 
among the members. The reſolve, however, 


was e complied With 


IN purſuance of he idea of quieting the unea- 
ſineſs of the people, the Houſe of Repreſentatives 
went on to vote, that they would remove the 
General Court out of the town of Baſton, if it could 

be done with advantage to the publick; and ap- 


pointed a committee, conſiſting of a member from 
each county, to report a more ſuitable place at their 


ON" They alſo took up much time in 


debating 8 
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debating upon the beſt mode of appropriating the 
proceeds of the impoſt and exciſe duties; one 


party contending in ſavour of the old one, and 


others aiming to defray, with thoſe duties, the i in- 


. tereſt of the den loans, and | the | exigenicies of 


mee F! ˙̃Üͤ Vb 


. 7 IM ene 


such bor _ Ty in ho ee 2 a 


vigorous ſyſtem for ſupporting the authority of 
the laws, occaſioned very great alarms: among 


thoſe who were moſt oppoſed to the inſurrections. 
| Many were ſurpriſed that ſuch daring violations 
of the laws, as had taken place, were not follow- 
ed with the moſt deciſive puniſhment; or, at leaſt, | 
that ſome forcible meaſures were not purſued to 
| prevent them in future. They were uneaſy that 
an intereſt could be found, ſtrong enough to con- 


| fine the vote for ſuſpending the privilege of the 
_ writ of Habeas Corpus, to the Repreſentatives 


table. They began to loſe confidence in the 

General Court, and to wiſh that means might be 
found to adjourn them, before the publick cauſe 
| ſhould be injured by a feeble ſyſtem, which might 

tend only to hold up their diviſions and want of 


energy. 7 


« 


—_ began alſo to ariſe another claſs of men, 


in the mnie, who gave. very ſerious appre- 


henſions 
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henſions to the advocates for a republican form 


of government. Theſe though few in number, 
and but the ſeeds of a party, conſiſted of /perſons 
reſpectable for their literature and their wealth, 
They had ſeen ſo much confuſion ariſing from 
popular councils, and had been ſo long expecting | 
meaſures, for vindicating the dignity of govern- 
ment, which ſeemed now leſs likely to take place 
than ever, that they, with an impatience too in- 
conſiderately indulged, were almoſt ready to aſ- 
ſent to a revolution, 1 in hopes of erecting a politi- 
cal ſyſtem, more braced than the preſent, and 
better calculated, in their opinions, to promote | 
5 the Peace and happineſs of the citizens. 6h 


BUT the infurgents themſelves at length brought 
| about, what their oppoſers, perhaps, could not 
have effected without them. The debates in the 
Houſe, of Repreſentatives reſpecting the ſuſpen- 


ſion of the privilege of the writ of Habeas Corpu . 
had been ſpread abroad with the moſt agg ravating 


circumſtances. The inſurgents, either through 
fear for their perſonal ſecurity, which was the 
5 oſtenſible object, or for the purpoſe of ripening 
the oppoſition to government, ſpread the a- 

larm with avidity. A circular letter was ſent by 
their party, to the ſelectmen of many towns in 
the mw of gw; requiring them imme- 
Aber | ____ diately 
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diately to aſſemble their infabitants, to fee that 


they were furniſhed with arms and armmunition 


according to law. They alſo ordered the militia, 
in fome inſtances, to be furniſhed with fixty 
rounds of powder, and to ſtand ready to march 
at a moment's warning. In addition to this, an- 


other convention was Wan ee to be held. 
at FR ©: 


r | eb 
' INFORMATION of hol circumſtances 1 was giv- 


en to the Court, by the Governour, on the 7th : 


of November, and the committee to whom his 
Excellency's meſſage was referred, recommended | 
that the report formerly made upon his ſpeech, 
and which then lay before the Houſe, ſhould be 
taken up. This report by the recommitment ; 
which we have mentioned, now contained, among 
other articles, a clauſe for trying perſons charged 
with obſtructing the adminiſtration of, juſtice, 
out of the county where the fact was committed, 

and a clauſe for obliging all perſons concerned 

in the inſurrections, to take the oath of allegi- 


: ance, as a condition of being nne en 
1 5 Proſecutions. 0 eſs 


IN the daha upon this report, at t che ak 


F time, a great ſtruggle took Place. The advo- 
_ Cates. for lenient meaſures could hardly-yet be 


brought 


"WM 
* 


85. 


= brought to think, that the criſis had arrived; 2 
3 when it was neceſſary, that the perſonal rights of 
L the ſubject, ſhould be ſo far deſerted by the laws, 
as to allow of trials in foreign counties; or that 
every man's liberty ſhould be truſted to the diſ- 


cretion of the Supreme Executive; without legal 


remedy, At length. however, the extreme dan- 


ger to which the government was reduced, by 
theſe hardy and inſulting meaſures of the inſur- 


gents, outweighed every conſideration that had - 
hitherto ſupported a an | oppoſition to the ſpirit of 3 


che report. The clauſe was agreed to, which em- 


powered the Supreme Judicial Court to try per- 


_—_ 


ſons in any county within the Commonwealth, 
who had been guilty of obſtructing or impeding, 
or attempting to obſtruct or impede, the adminif- 
tration of law and juſtice; or of attempting the 
detriment or annoyance of the Commonwealth, 


by open violence or private conſpiracy. Though, 


when the bill was brought in, it was provided ; 
that the trial ſhould be had in the county neateſt 

to that in which the fact was committed, where 
thete ſhould be no apprehenſion of danger. In 


conformity to that part of the report Fhich re- 


commended a ſuſpenſion of the privilege of the 

| writ of Habeas corpus, another bill was framed; 

and finally paſſed into a law, which empowered 
the Governour and Council, to impriſon without 
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bail or mainpriſe, any perſons whom they hould 
deem the ſafety of the Commonwealth required 
to be reſtrained of their perſonal liberty, or whoſe 
enlargement was dangerous thereto. The dura- 


: * following, 


2 qualification which might prevent their operat- 
ing to the detriment of any individual! in the com- 
5 munity. A bill was at the ſame time brought i in 


1 be of good behaviour in the mean time. 
The conditions of this general a& of indemnity, ; 
were mild and eaſy to be complied with, and the 
advocates for it were exceedingly ſanguine as to f 


from miſapprehenſions and ignorance of the evil : 
5 conſequences of violent meaſures ; and they had 


7 top poſe that they would not retract, when they = 
were undeceived, and when ſo fair a way was open- 


: the heated * of the malcontents to fubſide, 


65 


tion of this law Was ite to the firſt, 4 G | 


zur theſe meaſures were not adopted without ö 


for granting a pardon to all perſons concerned in 
the late diſturbances, who ſhould by the firſt day 
of January following take the oath of allegiance, 


its effects. They thought the inſurrections aroſe = 


too favourable an idea of their countrymen, to 


ed for their return to o their duty and allegiance. 


* 


un order to pive time for information, and for 


. the 
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the Courts of Common Pleas and General Seſſions | 
of the Peace; were for the preſent, in a manner, 1 
put out of their way. Thoſe in the county of 


Hampſhire, were adjourned to the 26th of Detem- 
zer; thoſe in Berkſhire; to the firſt Tueſday in 
February; thoſe in Plymouth and Briftol were al- 


ſo adjourned, though for 4 ſhorter time, This 
arrangement brought the firſt ſtated term of theſe 


courts at Cambridge, a place which from i its neigh- 


bourhood to the ſeat of government, and the diſ- . 
poſition of its inhabitants, was ſuppoſed to be a 
favourable ſpot for the introduction of good or- 


der. The Court of General Seſſions of the Peace 
vas ſuffered, however, to meet at V orreſter by 
adjournment, on the 21ſt of November, a circum- 
ſtance that, we ſhall find, the inſurgents did not 
- forget. The minds of the people; it was hoped, 


would be much changed with reſpect to the courts 


abovementioned, - from the meaſures which had 
been adopted for leſſening their buſineſs, by an 


t for rendering proceſſes in law leſs expenſive. 


The deſign of this act was to originate all perſon- 
Om actions before J aſtices of the Peace, with 


a view of finiſhing them there. A trial however, * 

was allowed before the* higher courts, if the de- 

mand was diſputed. The Houſe of Repreſenta - 
tives alſo Fa a bl for Amari, the e 
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of terms of theſe courts; but thi Senate referred 1 
N over to their next ene 


7 * \ | 


1 ANOTHER chenfites on which the. 8 of 
the court, with very few exceptions, placed great 
confidence, was, their addreſs to the people. In 
this was very explicitly ſtated the amount of the 
federal and ſtate debts, and the means propoſed 
for paying them. The neceſſity of maintaining 
the plighted faith of the commonwealth in the 
publick ſecurities: was forcibly urged, upon prin- 
ciples of righteouſneſs a d policy. All the taxes 
8 ſubſequent to the year 510 were enumerated, 
and the expenditures accounted for, as minutely 
as the nature of the ſubje& would permit. The 
_ falaries of the officers of government were ſet 
forth, and compared with thoſe of the late prov- 
Ince; and it was ſhewn, that the whole annual ex- 
penſe of the government, being leſs than 19,000 I. 
did not amount to ſixteen pence upon a rateable = 
Poll, excluſive of the proportion paid by the ef- 
tates. The neceſſity of the major part governing 
the community was held up againſt the com- 
| Plaints of a number of parties, whoſe projects be- 
ing inconſiſtent with each other, rendered it im- 
practicable to adopt them. The cry for reviſing 5 
the conſtitution was anſwered, by ſhewing the | 
Kficoltie that were encountered in en it; 


* 
- 
. 4 
4 ” 


the little proſpect chere was of mending i it ; ; and. 
the improbability of finding at this time, that un- 
uſual ſpirit of mutual condeſcenſion and domeſ- 
tick harmony, which accompanied the adoption 
of the frame of government, and which reſulted 
in a great meaſure, from a danger of foreign in- 
vaſion. The aſſiſtance of a paper medium Was 
ſhewn to be ideal. Such a currency, it was ob. 
i ſerved, from experience, muſt depreciate, and that | 
depreciation would be the ſource of miſery to the 
helpleſs part of the community, thoſe who were 
peculiarly under the guardianſhip of the legiſla- 
ture; while unprincipled men only would gro 
rich, and the morals of the whole people become 
corrupt. The difficulties of the Commonwealth 
vere attributed to the exceſſive uſe of foreign 
Auxuries, to the decline of republican virtue, and 
to a ſpirit of unreaſonable jealouſy, and a :com- 
plaining temper, which would render a theocra- | 
cy itſelf a grievance. With reſpe& to che bur- 
dens complained of by the diſcontented, the atten- 
Tion paid to their petitions, upon this ſubject, by 


Aaifferent acts, was recited, and the conduct of the 


inſurgents was attributed to a wiſh to ſubvert all 


order and government. The different officers 1 


the community, and the whole body of the peo- 

ple, were, therefore, called upon to oppoſe . 

boritode and perſeverance, all attempts to impede 
ay = E " BD the 
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the courſe of jullice; and to render their own 


lives and property inſecure; and, if any ſhould be 
loſt to all ſenſe of juſtice and virtue, they were 


aſſured, that the vengeance of an injured com- 
munity, muſt « one day purſue and overtake them. 
This addreſs was ordered to be diſperſed, and the + 
ſeveral miniſters of the Goſpe ſpel were requeſted to 
read it to their congregations, on the enſuing 
— thankſgiving day, of or at a w to b be ee 
Appointed. | 85 


ty THUS, ho tinge three diferene lows a | 
i burdens of the people, which were, an act 
for collecting the back taxes in ſpecifick articles; 
an act for making real and perſonal eſtate a tender 5 
in diſcharge of executions and actions commenc- 
ed in law, and an act for rendering law proceſſes 
leſs expenſive; after appropriating one third of 
the proceeds of the impoſt and exciſe duties for 
the exigencies of government; after attempting to 
enlighten the minds of the citizens, by an inſtruc- 
tive addreſs, and to reſtore peace to the Common- 
wealth, by providing ſor the apprehending and 
J trying of dangerous perſons; but, at the ſame 
time, tendering indemnity to all the inſurgents, ; 
the General Court roſe on the 18th of November, 
with reaſonable expectations, that the people, if 
"Tom qd would ſoon further 2 by 
= x the | 


1 
che ering means of inſtructing their Rep- 


 reſentatives, or by 4 e of e in the fu- 
ture elections. * NK 


To what cauſes it was owing, that theſe expect 
ations were not anſwered, it is difficult to con- 
jecture. But, whether it was that the inſurgents 
really ſuppoſed their burdens to be intolerable, 


and, by miſrepreſentations had been led to think, 


that they were contending againſt a power which 


would enſlave them, if not effectually reſiſted; or, 


whether they thought themſelves to be a majority 
of the people, as ſome pretended, and ſo veſted 


with a ſupreme power of alteri 


g whatever ap- 


peared to them to be wrong in che polity of the 
country; or whether their pride prevented them 
from ſubmitting to conditions of pardon, which a 
conſciouſneſs of their crimes evinced to be mild, 


and diſpr oportionate to treaſonable offences; or, 


becher abe ien of d dne e . 


yond the redreſs of grievances, did not admit of 


any conciliatory meaſures taking place—certain it 
is, that the act of indemnity was treated with ſo 
much neglect, that ſcarce a ſingle perſon deigned 
to accept of the benefits which it held up. The 


lenient fyſtem of government was attributed, not 


to e eee but to their timidity and weak- 


| urit 


nſion of che Privilege of the 
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writ of Habeas corpus, with the other proceedingy 
of the like nature, were carefully inſerted, by thoſe 
to whom they were dangerous, OG the Sie 
ances of the people. P 


| THE ſon of the 9 n Was eli; 


ately followed by a convention. of delegates. from 


ſeveral towns in the county of Worceſter. On 
the 23d of November, they ſent out an addreſs to 
the people. In this they held up the right of 
the people to examine, cenſure and condemn 
the conduct of their rulers. They aſſerted, 
that the rulers of Naſacbuſetio, bei ng many of 
them born to affluence, and perhaps the whole in 
eaſy. circumſtances, had not 'been under advan- . 
tages of feeling for the leſs wealthy 3 and be- 
ing at beſt but fallible men, they had, as the con- 
vention apprehended, purſued a miſtaken mode of Y 
policy. This was inſtanced in the ſmall value of 
real eſtates,- * he ſtopping of the courts of juſ- 
tice was. condemned as Wrong, and as weakening 
their hands, and the people were entreated never 
more to attempt to obſtruct thoſe courts. They 3 
affected to holdup the embarraſſments of the Py: 


ee not re redreſled i in e ee ow could 


. wiſh, and cautioned them againſt bringing .gov- 
ernment itſelf into ots. They called upon 


all 


bs * 4 7 — > 


at. 

all electors « to ſtand ſtrictly to theexerciſe of their | 
rights, aſſuring them that their delegates ſelt 

for their diſtreſſes, and would never forſake them 
while! in the line of their duty: 2 They concluded, 
with no ſmall degree of vanity, that however they 
might ſuffer in their characters, perſons or eſtates, 
if they could in the leaſt degree contribute to re- 


ſtoring harmony to the Commonwealth, and to 


ſupporting che weight of a tottering empire, they = 


| omen — twenoſelves happy. 


TE caution given in this addreſs againſt brings 
ing government into contempt, muſt have been. 
- exceedingly - weakened in its operation, by the 
ſormer part of it, wherein the right of condemn- 
ing the publick rulers was aſſerted, and ſentence 
accordingly paſſed upon them for miſtaking the 
Intereſts of the people. At any rate, the pacifick 
language of the convention did not ſeem to be 
thoroughly underſtood by their conſtituents; for 
it happened in this caſe, as it did in moſt others, 
that their meeting was followed with additional 
tumults, inſtead of conſiderate meaſures on the 
part of the diſcontented. And, if che doings of 
8 publick. bodies may receive a conſtruction from 
the conduct of individuals which compoſe them, | 
the circumſtance of many members of conventions 
being after war ds found i in the moſt atrocious acts 
. e os IS 
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of ſedition, and otherwiſe annoying the govern- 


ment, gives us reaſon ro ſuppoſe, that thoſe af- 
 ſemblies, by this time, intended to ſpeak in one 


language, and to 85 nen in n another. 


ON the 118 of Nevendir, when the Court of 


General Seſſions of the Peace attempted to meet 
at Worceſter, according to adjournment, the ſeat 


of juſtice was again found to be filled with arm- 


ed men. The Juſtices were obliged to open at a 

tavern; and all the exertions of the Sheriff to 
procure them an entrance into the Court Houſe 
were in vain. As government, relying upon the 5 
late proceedings of the legiſlature, took no meaſ- 


ures to oppoſe a force, about 1 50 men in arm 


effectually diſperſed the court, and prevented any 
buſineſs being done of a publick or private nature. 


THE governour immediately on receiving the 
news of the procedure at Worceſter, iſſued his 


orders as commander in chief; wherein he ob- 


ſerved, that the very meaſures which the General 


Court had adopted for removing the complaints 
of the malcontents, had been added to their cata- 
logue of grievances, and furniſhed them with new 
pretences for complaining. He declared that he 


felt himſelf bound by the moſt ſacred obligations 
of Ty to attempt, at all hazards, to cruſh every 
dangerous 


FS. 


dangerous oppoſition to government, and he 


therefore called upon the Major Generals of the 
militia, immediately to ſee that the ſeveral diviſ- 


ions were completely organized and equipped, 


8585 ready to take the field at the ſhorteſt notice. 


IN purſuance of the pow og expreſſed i in 


theſe orders, the militia i in Middleſex were direct- 
: ed to be in readineſs to march to Cambridge. 
Four regiments alſo were put into a like diſpo- 
firion 1 in Eser f and the Sheriff of Barnſtable, 


£33 


8 Port che courts in that county, if neceſſary. 


Vor WITHSTANDING theſe military preparations, 
the militia were not actually marched out to ſup- : 
port the Judicial Courts at Cambridge, which 
probably was occaſioned by the peculiar circum- 
ſtances of the inſurgents at this time, when a de- 
gree of a conciliatory temper appeared to take 
place among them. An influenrial character in 
Middleſex, undertook to make an agreement with 
| the leaders of that county, that no forces ſhould | 
appear on either fide, and wrote a letter to the 
Governour on this ſubject, to their ſatisfaction. 
But, the leaders in Worceſter, feeling more inter- 


eſted to keep up the conteſt, as they had broken 
the condition of the act of indemnity, and might 


be 


where ſome ſymptoms of uneafineſs began to ap- ” 
pear," was directed to call upon the militia, to fup- =p 
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de left alone unleſs their brethren. in the other 

counties were perſuaded into the ſame temerity, 
afterwards arrived, and, in a ſecret council, over- 

ruled this agreement. This deciſion was boldly 


communicated to the abovementioned gentleman, 


with explicit notice, that there would be a move- 
ment of the people. The plan was extenſive i in its 
operation, and more ſo in its deſign. A force was 
actually ordered to march from Worceſter to Cam- 
bridge, to act in conjunction with the inſurgents | 
of Midals er, and meſſengers were diſpatched to 
2 leader of Briſtol county, to march the people 
; thence, upon the ſame buſineſs. Reports were 

alſo ſpread that troops were on a the road from | 


1 fe and d Hampſhire. 


| PURSUANT to this new ſcheme; a ſinall party 
- of Middleſex inſurgents, headed by Oliver Parker, 
1 Job Shattuck, their former Captain, coming in a 
more ſecret manner, in order to avoid the appear- 
ance of breaking his agreement) marched into 
the town of Concord. The ideas of this party ap- 5 
I peared to be very wild, and not confined alto- 
gether to the ſtopping of the courts. Upon their 
arrival, Shattuck proceeded in the night to V gf 
ton, to get intelligence of the Warcefter forces; 8 
but, though they had begun their march, they 
did not appear, and from this want of SPS 


tion, 


33 


7 

tion, the whole plan fell through. The infurg- 
ents at Concord, growing diſheartened, ſcattered | 
before any force could reach them. It ought not 
to be omitted, that the anſwer from the leader in 
Briſtol, though too late to effect any meaſures, 
was, that the General Court had done ſo much 
for the people that they had derermined not to 
move. _ 


THE leaders of the inſurrections having thus 
rejected the pardon which was held up to them by 
the General Court, notwithſtanding the great ex- 
ertions which were matle there to include them all 
f within it, the Governour and Council found them 
ſelves neceſſitated to exerciſe the higheſt author- 
ity which was delegated ta them by the legiſla- 
ture, for ſuppreſſing the oppoſition to govern- 
ment. Warrants were iſſued for apprehending 25 
the head men of the inſurgents in Middleſex, as 
being dangerous to the ſafety of the Common- 
wealth, and for impriſoning them without bail or 
mainpriſe. The execution of theſe warrants was 
committed to the Sheriff of Middleſex, and others, 
to whoſe aid, a party of horſe, who had volunta- 


ruily aſſociated for the ſupport of government, un- 


der Colonel Benjamin Hichburn, was ordered from 
| Bofton, early in the morning of the 29th of N- 
vember. Theſe were joined by a party from 

Groton, 


FI 


E wacker the command of Colonel Henry 


Mood, and the whole conſiſting of more than 100, 


proceeded immediately for Concord, On their 
arrival there, the Groton Horſe, as being beſt ac- 


quainted with the country, and leaſt liable to ex- 1 


cite an alarm from an unfamiliar appearance to 
the inhabitants, were diſpatched to ſecure the ſub- 
jects of the warrant. Theſe returned at night, 


with two priſoners, Parker and Page, but Shat- 


tuct, the principal leader, had taken an alarm and 
eſcaped. Under this diſappointment, at midnight, 
in the midſt of a violent ſnow ſtorm, the whole 
party were ordered on to Shattuck's houſe in Gro- 
ton, where they did not arrive till late in the 
morning. Here they found that Sbattuck had 


fled to the woods. A ſearch was immediately 


' commenced, and a judicious purſuit diſcovered 
him to a party of a few perſons, led by Colonel 
Modd himſelf. Shattuck obſtinately reſiſted, and 
was not taken until he had received ſeveral 
wounds, one of which was exceedingly danger- 
ous, and which he returned, though without much 
injury. The three principal objects of the war- 
rant being thus apprehended, the party returned 
to Boſton, on the next day but one after their de- 
parture, having pervaded the country for near fiſ- 
ty miles. The ſhort time in which this excurſion, 


was 


79. 

was performed with ſo * a body, and the ex- 
treme ſeverity of the weather, rendered the execu- 
tion of this ſervice as honourable to the gentle- 
men who ſubjected themſelves to it, as their mo- 
tives i in the undertaking were commendable. 9 


"an expedition was a very important event. 
By it the ſword of government was unſheathed, 


while the obſtinate ſpirit of the malcontents, and 


the unlimited views of their oppoſition, ſeemed 
to afford but little proſpect of an accommodation 
on their part. The advantages derived from the 
capture of the priſoners were material. The 
heart of the inſurrection i in Middleſex was broken 
by ſo ſudden a ſtroke, while the friends to good 
order received a confidence from the ſtrength and 
ſucceſs of their cauſe. The perſonal ſafety of the 
principal inſurgents became precarious, and, 
could the attempts afterwards made for appre- 
hending others of them have been attended with 
the ſame fortunate iſſue, the conteſt would, prob- 
ably, have been ended without further trouble or 
expenſe. But, they were afterwards, either guard- 
ed or ſecreted by their followers, who ſeemed 
determined tos oppoſe themſelves boldly to the 
5 whole e of the nen 


wurLs this body of horſe were entering the 
county « of Aae, another body of forty were 
diſpatched, 


80 


diſpatched, under the command of "Ma; ajors Spoonet, 
and Brimmer, from Roxbury, | into the county of 


i Warcefter, for the purpoſe of aſcertaining the 


numbers and circumſtances of the malcontents; and 
one of their principals owed his eſcape from them 


to miſinformation alone. 2 he alarm however, 
ſoon extended itſelf too far, for any further ſuc- 
ceſs by furpriſe, and this party were obliged to 


return, after reconnoitring the country, and col- 


lecting intelligence reſpecting che — ol the 
55 e - 


THE oppoſition to the . 4 Seſſions at E r- 


. on the 21ſt of November, was evidently the 
| renewal of an extenſive ſyſtem for oppoſing the 
adminiſtration of Juſtice, Previouſly to that day, 
| all offenders ſtood upon a ſafe and honourable | 

footing by the act of indemnity. But, that tranſ- 
action, as muſt have been foreſeen, threw the goy- 
_ ernment into the dreadful dilemma, of either put- 
ting the courts of juſtice out of their protection, 


or of ſupporting them at the hazard of a civil 
war, and every unknown conſequence which 


might follow an appeal to the ſword. No ſoon- 


er had the inſurgents appeared at Worceſter, than 


| they attempted an unſucceſsful cooperation with 
thoſe at Concord, as we have mentioned, for the 
N op of breakin 'S up the courts at Cambridge, 


But, 


51 


But the excurſion of the light horſe afterwards 
confined their operations to the courts at Worceſ= 
ter, which were to ſet the week. following. With 
this intention, and perhaps for the better ſecuring 
of their leaders; for whoſe ſafety they became ex- 
ceedingly alarmed, the inſurgents divided into 
ſeveral bodies, the principal party with e 

their leader, retiring to the barracks at Rutland. 
Thus embodied they remained until Sunday, the 
3d of December, when they began again to enter 
5 the town of W orcefter. 


IN the mean time, the Govern received let- 
ters from the Sheriff of Worceſter, - acquaintivg 
him of the intentions of the inſurgents, and of the 

improbability of his collecting a ſufficient force 
to oppoſe them. When this was firſt communi- 

cated to the Council, they adviſed, that orders 
ſhould be ſent to the Sheriff and Major General 
of that diviſion, to uſe their utmoſt endeavours 


do ſupport the courts; and letters were tranſmitted 


accordingly : But, upon a ſecond conſideration; 

a more extenſive plan was agreed upon, and, in- 
ſtead of theſe orders; the judges were adviſed to 
adjourn the courts to the 23d of January follow- 
ing. During the interval, it was judiciouſly con- 
ceived, the inſurgent leaders would be expoſed, | 


and time would be afforded for the government 
ne ONE to 


Mi 


1 . 


x 2 — eV . 
—_ — — YES 


| 
| 
| 
F 
| 
|| 
[| 
7 
1 


— — 2 ä = — — 
— PP . — 9 2 — —— — — . — - — 
= — _ — 7 — — — ; ; — | 
— —— ——— — — — — — — —= 2 — 
SF : CE III ng ens bo Ea Ae rage — 
= —— 2 —— — eee — 


92 | 


to eſtabliſh an effectual ſyſtem for the ſupport of 
the Judicial Courts. In the interim, while theſe 
courts were again put out of the way of the mal- 
contents, the addreſs. of the legiſlature was ſor- 
warded by expreſſes, with a view of e 
the minds of the | people. 


| THY x infürgents contitiuelt to enter the town of 


7, Worceſter, from the 3d to the 5th of December, 
notwithſtanding 170 men belonging to that place, 
turned out in arms to ſupport the courts, and 
a wmoſt violent ſnow ſtorm rendered travelling al- 
moſt impracticable. But the courts met, and 
adjourned agreeably to the Governour's direc- 


tions; to the 23d of January. The inſurgents 


nevertheleſs, continued to aſſemble. Shays, with 
about 350 men, arrived from Rutland; and re- 
_ ervits came in from ſeveral quarters, until their 


numbers increaſed from 800 to 1000. Thus aſ- 


ſembled, they placed guards at diſcretion, appre- 
| hended ſuch perſons as they pleaſed, among whom 
was one of the Judges ; and billeted themſelves 


upon the inhabitants. No diſorders however, of 


an outrageous nature, took place. 


= 


THE obje&t Xt —_— at Worceſter being 


removed, the inſurgents began to prepare for the 
. continuance of their meaſures in Hampſhire. This 


appears 


15. 


E:6 


125 appears from the Weng addreſs, which wa was 
inſerted i in the Gazette of that county 


: « An ADDRESS 70 the People of the ſeveral towns 


in the county of OE now at arms. 


8 c GENTLEMEN, 


x WE have thought proper to 8 JO you of 
= ſome of the principal cauſes of the late riſings of 
5 the people, and alſo of their preſent movement, viz. 


oo” iſt. The preſent expenſive mode of collecting 


debts, which, by reaſon of the great ſcarcity of 


caſn, will of neceſſity fill our gaols with unhappy 
debtors, and thereby a reputable body of people 

rendered incapable of being ſerviceable either to ; 
themſelves or the community. 


ad. The monies raiſed by impoſt and exciſe = 
being appropriated to diſcharge the intereſt of 


governmental ſecurities, and not the foreign debt, 1 
when theſe ſecurities are not ſubject to taxation. 


ec 3d. A ſuſpenſion of the writ of Habeas corpus, : 


by which thoſe perſons who have ſtepped forth ro 
aſſert and maintain the rights of the people, are 


liable to be taken and conveyed even to the moſt 


diſtant part of the Commonwealth, and wy 5 
ſubjected to an unjuſt puniſnment. 


« 4th. The unlimited power granted to Juſtices = 


: of the Peace and Sheriffs, Deputy Sheriffs, and 


F 2.  -_ Conſtables, 


jk 
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Conſtables, by the Riot Act, indemnitying * | 


at arms, deſpiſe the idea of being inſtigated by 
Britiſh emiſſaries, which i is ſo ſtrenuouſiy propa- 
gated by the enemies of our liberties: And alſo 


| wiſh the moſt proper and ſpeedy meaſures! may be 


95 tick debt. 


84 


— 


to the proſecution thereof; when perhaps, wholly 
actuated from a principle of W hatred and 
envy. e 


ec « Furthermore, Be affured, has this body, now 


taken, to — Vert our gs: and domeſ- 


« Per Order, r 


00 * DANIEL GRAY, Chairman of the 
Committee, for the above pupae.” 


rf AT the fame | time appeared another publica- 


tion, ſigned by a leader of the inſurgents, and 
purporting to come from the ſame authority. N If | 
it was the act of the people then aſſembled · in 
arms, it ſhews their further ſenſe of publick griev⸗ 
ances; if it was only founded on the authority of 
the ſubſcriber, it ſerves to evince the confidence, 
with which the unhappy tumults of the times in- 
ſpired an obſcure individual to become a reform 
er, and to aſſume the ſovereign "ig of con- 
: tending for his object, by the ſword, 


THIS 


k.71 


— * ; , 


THIS 1s publication was as follows, viz. 


” ce 7 0 the Privter of ibs + Hampfire Herald. 


ce SIR, 
II has ſome how or other fallen to my Jot . 
to be employed in a more conſpicuous manner i 
chan ſome others of my fellow citizens, in ſtep⸗ | 
ping forth in defence of the rights and privileges 27 
of the people, more eſpecially of the 3 of 5 
Hanpſbire. e 


ce ' THEREFORE, upon the defire- of ok dads 
now at arms, I take this method to publiſh to the 
world of mankind in general, particularly the 
people of this Commonwealth, ſome of the prin- 
 Cipal grievances we complain of, and of which 
vwe are now ſeeking redreſs, and mean to contend 
for, until a redreſs can be obtained, which we 
hope, will ſoon take place; and if ſo, our breth- 
ren in this Commonwealth, that do not fee with 
us as Fs + ſhall find we ſhall be as RO as 
_ Gop be. 


"= IN the firſt TR muſt refer you to a ae 5 
of grievances drawn up by a committee of the 
people, now at arms, under the ſignature of Dan- 
iel Gray, chairman, which 1 is heartily approved | 
of; ſore others alſo are here added, viz. 


F; 3 uſt, The 


38 
wy 


86 


5 


et 1ſt. The General Court, for certain obvious 


_ muſt be removed out of the town of 


06 _ A reviſion of the tori? is abfolute-- 


ly neceſlary, - 1 | ; 
& 3d, All kinds of governmental 5 
now on intereſt, that have been baught of the o- 
riginal owners for two ſhillings, three ſhillings, ; 
four ſhillings, and the higheſt for ſix ſhillings and 
eight pence on the pound, and have received more 
| Intereſt than the principal coſt the ſpeculator who ; 
5 purchaſed them that if juſtice was done, we ver- 
| ily believe, nay poſitively know, it would fave 
1 this Commonwealth thouſands of pounds. 


Ath. Let the lands belonging to this Com- 
mon at the eaſtward, be ſold at the beſt 


advantage, to pay the 8 vey our Ly ms 
Geht, 


th. Let the monies es ariſing from impoſt and 


exciſe be appropriated to e che e 7 
debt. 


< th. Let that act, paſſed by the General Cour 


laſt June, by a ſmall majority of only ſeven, cal- 


led the Supplementary Aid, for teeny five year 


to come, be repealed. 


5 «7th. The total abolition of the Inferiour Cour E 
of Common Pleas and General Sefſions of the ” 


1 Peace. 


« $th, 


* 


er gth. Deputy Sheriffs totally ſet aſide, as a uſe- 

leſs ſer of officers in the community; and Conſta- 
bles who are really neceſſary, be empowered to 

do the duty, by which means a large ſwarm of 
lawyers will be baniſhed from their wonted haunts, 
who have been more damage to the people at 
large, eſpecially the common e. than whe: 
ſavage beaſts of prey... 


To this 1 boldly. ſign my proper name, as a 


ke, hearry wellwiſher to the real rights of the people. 


1 % THOMAS GROVER. 
28 Worceſter, Detenber To 1786.” MAG 


THE infurgents ſtill continued embodied, and 
alarming the whole Commonwealth, from the 
uncertainty of their next object. Much talk was 


circulated, of their intending to march directly to 5 
| Boſton, in order to releaſe Shattuck, and the other 


State priſoners confined there. And this idea 
had impreſſed the Governour and Council ſo 
ſtrongly, that they iſſued orders to Major General 
Brooks, to hold the Middle/ex militia contiguous | 
to the road, in readineſs for action, and to diſ- 
| patch perſons to watch the movements of the 
force at Morceſter. But, the ſeverity of the weath- 
er, and that want of enterpriſe in the inſurgents, 


for which their obſtinacy and perſeverance was an 


inadequate | ſubſtitute, entirely diſſuaded tbem 
NV from 


"i 


from this attempt, if it ever formed a part of their 
deſigns, However, ſo large a force, hanging, as 
it were, over-the heads of. the citizens, uncertain 
as to its direction, and liable to become predato- 
ry, from a want of means of ſubſiſtence, kept a 
great part of the militia under military duty, and 
deeply impreſſed every man with concern. The 
capital, where the priſoners were confined, was 
under very unuſual appearances. The ſeveral 
alarm poſts were aſſigned to the citizens; guards 
vVere mounted at the priſon, and at the entrances 
of the town ; and all things ſeemed to carry the 
ſhew of a garriſon. The confuſion of the people 
was greatly increaſed alſo by the reports of the 
diſcontented, who magnified ſome trifling ac- 
cidents which happened in the excurſion of the 
light horſe, and repreſented that enterpriſe, as a 
moſt bloody and cruel attack upon innocent citi- 
zens ; they held up the government as a tyranny 
ſubverting the liberties of the Commonwealth; 
they ſpoke of themſelves as ſufferers ſeeking the 
redreſs of grievances, at the riſque of every thing; 
and they addrefſed the pity and claimed the aſſiſt- 


ance of the people, inaſmuch as they were to be 


| equal ſharers in the benefits for which they were 5 
contending under ſuch ſufferings. In addition 


e this, the groſſeſt miſrepreſentations were 


made of the proceedings of government, ad of 
the characters of Fubbck of officers THE 


IE continuance” of the inſurgent forces at 
Warceſter, for any length of time, however deſir- 
able it might have been to their leaders, was not 
to be effected. Their nurnbers were confidera- 
ble, and they had no other ſupplies than what a 

ſudden dep rture from their ſeveral homes had 
allowed them to provide. To relieve the priſon- 

ers in Boſton was not to be attempted; and the 

courts were not to fit at Spring field until the 26th 5 
of the month. A ſeparation therefore was una- 

voidable. Accordingly, a council of their leaders 
having been held, at which they concerted a Plan EP 
for procuring a petition in their behalf, as we 
ſhall hereafter mention, they all left Worcefter by 

: the gth of December. Alarge body of them with A 

Shays their principal leader, retired by the' way of 


S Rutland, at which place they remained for ſome 5 
time. 8 5 


3 . 


THE atmo theſe ch men, wh: leſs Fx 
peaceable than their aſſembling, was attended 
with ſuch diſtreſſes, as rendered them objects of 
pity. Some were actually frozen to death, and 
all of them were expoſed to the inclemencies of 
the ſevereſt winter that had happened for many 
years. Theſe difficulties were heightened by a 
ſcarcity of proviſions, and, we may ſuppoſe, by an 
_ unwelcome reception among ſome perſons, who 
conſidered 


-; 


conſidered them as the fomenters of ſedition. 
Their cauſe during their whole expedition to Vor- 
ceſter, muſt have worn an unfavourable aſpect in 
| their own view. Indeed, this idea ſeemed to 


make a deep impreſſion upon Shays himſelf, if 
he was ſincere in a converſation which happened 


about this time, between him and a confidential 
officer of government. Shays was aſked by this 
officer, who left it optional with him to anſwer - 
the queſtion or not, © Whether, if he had an op- 


portunity, he would accept of a pardon, and leave 


his people to themſelves ?” To which Shays an- 
ſwered, Yes, in a moment.“ Upon a commu- 
nication of this converſation to the Governour 


and Council, they empowered the officer to tell 


Shays, that, in caſe he would immediately leave 


the inſurgents, and engage to conduct as a good 


citizen in future, he might be aſſured that he 
ſhould be protected; and, in caſe he ſhould be 

convicted by any Judicial Court, of illegal pro- 
_ ceedings, that he ſnould receive a N pardon from 
the Governour and Council. But this commiſ- 
ſion was afterwards returned, no opportunity hav- 
ing offered for the execution of 1 it. 


THE vi which the government t had adopted | 


on their part, being calculated to give time for the 
people to procure information of the meaſures 


which. 
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which the General Cont had taken to redreſs thee. 
grievances, and $0 recollect themſelves ; it left 
the inſurgents alſo at liberty, for a time, to deſert 
or continue their violent proceedings. Of courſe, 
a very ſmall force was neceſſary. to enable them to 
carry on their operations, if they choſe to main- 
tain them. This they determined to do at Spring- 

Feld, where, we may recollect, the Judicial Courts 

were adjourned to the 26th of December, by a re- 

folve of the legiflature. Shays marched into that 
town, with other leaders of his party, who af- 
fembled about 300 malcontents, to oppoſe the ad- 

miniſtration of juſtice, For this purpoſe, they 
took poſſeſſion of the Court Houſe, and placed 
their guards according to the military ceremonies, 

| which had by this time, become uſual and pret- 

ty generally known in caſes of ſuch a nature. 

Their reſpect, however, for the court, led to the 
4 decent mode of appointing a committee to wait 
on them with an order, couched under the hum- 

ble appearance of a petition, requiring them not 

to proceed upon buſineſs. This ſupplication was 
too well underſtood, not to be ene e „ 
and ſo both parties retired. TY : 


118 good kumouned decifion: againſt the- ſe- | 
rious rights of the community, was however, the 
i which the inſurgents ever had it in n their pow- 


er 
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er to negotiate. And they ſeemed aware, that 
further force might be neceſſary, as on their re- 
turn from Worcefter, their officers appointed 2 
large committee to ſuperintend the arrangement 
of the regiments in the county of Hampſhire, al- 
8 figning to each member his particular diviſion. 


on the firſt of January, the Governour aſt x 
Council received. information of the-procedure at 
Spring field, and of there being the higheſt prob- 
ability, that the inſurgents would appear at Vor- 
cefter, for the ſame purpoſe, on the 23d of that 
month. This was to ſtride over the line which 
the government had diſtinctly marked out for 
their defence. It might be ſaid to be paſſing the 


Rubicon in this conteſt; and to involve one or 


other of theſe conſequences, that the whole con- 
ſtitutional powers of the Commonwealth were to 
be proſtrated at the feet of uſurpation and con- 
queſt, or that the lives and fortunes of the adven- 


turers were to be forfeited for a treaſonable at- 


tempt againſt their country. Under theſe cir- 

cumſtances, the Council did not heſitate to adviſe, 

that vigorous and effectual meaſures ſhould be 
taken to ſupport the courts to be holden at Mor 

| cefter. | 


rut mode of protecting the adminiſtration of 
juſtice, by calling on the Poſſe Comitatus, was 
, wand. 


found by repeated experience, to be ineffectual. 
Such conſequences had followed from exertions in 
the publick cauſe, by threats againſt the lives of 
thoſe who were diſtinguiſhed for their activity, and, | 
in one inſtance, by the ſecret firing of buildings, 5 
that the friends of government in the diſaffect- 
| ed counties, could no longer, unſupported, be 
| Brought into the field againſt their neighbours, 
at the riſque of their property, and every comfort 
of private life. It was therefore neceſſary, that 
 affiſtance ſhould be given from different counties; 
and 1 it was accordingly adviſed by the Council, 
that 700 men ſhould be raiſed from the county 
of Suffolk, 500 from Eſſex, 800 from Middl:ſex, 
1200 from Hampſhire, and 1200 from Worceſter; 
the whole amounting to 4,400 rank and file. 
Two companies of artillery were ordered to be 
detached from Suffolk, and a like number from 
Middleſex. The troops from the three firſt named 5 
counties, were ordered to rendezyous i in the vicin- 
ity of Beton, on the 1 gth of Fanuary z thoſe from 
Hampſhire at Spring field, on the 18th ; thoſe from 
| Worceſter were to join the troops from the eaſtern 
counties at the town of Worceſter; and the whole 
were to be raiſed for thirty days, unleſs ſooner | 
diſcharged. The command of this reſpectable 
force was given by his Excellency to Major 
General Benjamin Lincoln, whoſe military repu- 


tation 


94. 


tation and mildneſs of temper, rendered him doubliy 
capacitated for ſo delicate and important a truſt. 


nur the raiſing of this army, would have been 
as ineffectual a meaſure for defending the Com- 
monwealth, as any that had been purſued, had 
not ſome ſubſtantial mode been adopted for ſup- 
plying it. The Commiſſary and the Quarter- 
maſter General repreſented, that they had neither 
the articles neceſſary for that purpoſe, nor the 
money to purchaſe them. Such was the low ſtate 
ol the publick treaſury, that perhaps not a ſingle 
company could have been maintained from that 
ſource, if any funds had been appropriated f for ſuch 
uſes. The legiſlature were not ſitting, and had 
they been ſitting, could not have laid a tax which 
would have raiſed the monies in ſeaſon. In this 
ſituation, a number of gentlemen, from a convic- 
tion of the neceſſity of maintaining good order, 
and from a conſideration of the exigencies of gov- | 
erament, voluntarily offered a loan to ſupport the 
publick cauſe. The Council adviſed the Gov- 
ernour, to direct the Commiſſary and Quarter- 
maſter General, to procure money or other arti- 
; eles from this loan, to an amount not exceed- 
ing 60001. and to recommend to the legiſlature, 
upon their convening, to take effectual meaſures 
for the ſpeedy reimburſement of the ſum ſo bor- 
rowed. Ix 


55 
i this manner was an army raiſed, and after- 
wards marched into the field, by the Supreme 
Executive of the Commonwealth, in the receſs 
of the legiſlatute. The General Court, at their 
laſt ſitting, had requeſted the Governour till to 
perſevere in the exerciſe of ſuch powers as were 
veſted in him by the conſtitution, for preventing 
any attempts to interrupt the adminiſtration of law 
and juſtice, and for enforcing due obedience to the 
authority and laws of government. Upon this 
requeſt, and the inflexible perfeverance of the in- 
1 ſurgents in their outrageous ſyſtem, the raiſing of 
this army, the higheſt act of conſtitutional author- 
ity that is veſted in the Governour, appears to 
have been founded. And the meaſure, we ſhall 
find, was afterwards fully juſtified, not only by the 
| hearty approbation of the legiſlature, but by its 
own conſequences, in the reſtoration of judicial 
Proceedings, and che preſervation of the conſtitu- 
tion. 


oN Us 12th of January, while the militia were 

; embodying, the Governour ſent out an addreſs to 

the people of the Commonwealth. In this, the 
conduct of the inſurgents, and the proceedings of 
the legiſlature, with their requeſt to him of the 
24th of OFober, to uſe the powers veſted in him 0 
| for enforcing obedience to the laws, were recited, 


e 


| | = 
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— 


Agreeably to that requeſt, and tokis own ideas of 

duty, the people were informed, that he had or- 
dered a part of the militia to aſſemble in arms, for 

the purpoſe of protecting the Judicial Courts at 

55 Warcefter ; ; of aiding the civil magiſtrate in exe- 

cuting the laws; of repelling all inſurgents againſt 
the government, and of e en * diſtur- 

1 5 vers of the en ae N 


1T was obſerved that the objec: of the inn 

_ gents evidently was, to annihilate the preſent 
happy conſtitution, or force the General Court 
into meaſures. repugnant to every idea of juſtice, 
good faith, and national policy. Succeſs in ei- 
ther caſe, muſt be deſtructive of civil liberty: 
And as it would be the reſult of farce, undirected 
by moral principle, it muſt finally terminate in 

e in che worſt of 1 its forms. 1 


MEN of principle, the friends of juſtice and a 

the conſtitution, were enjoiped to unite, and by 
their union, if it ſhould be as firm as the inſur- 
gents had been obſtinate, in trampling juſtice and 
the conſtitution under their feet, it was obſerved, 

a regular adminiſtration of law and Juſtice would 

| beeſtabliſhed, without the horrours of a civil war, 

» Which were ardently deprecated, and which the 

utmoſt endeavours would be uſed to prevent. 

TN. But 
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But unleſs force appeared, the greateſt calamities 
ſeemed inevitable. If inſurrection was to ſtall: 
unoppoſed by authority, ſome conſequences were 
ſhewn; and what, it was obſerved, would be the 
end of ſuch events, was known only to him, who 
could _ the volume, and read the Pages of fu- 
turity. 


7 "THE 2804 people of che ee were - 
therefore conjured, by every thing valuable in 
life, to cooperate with government in every nec- 
eſſary exertion for reſtoring to the Common- 
wealth, that order, harmony and peace, upon 


which its happineſs and character fo much de- 
: pended. 


ru movements in raiſing this; army, Could not 
but inſpire the inſurgents with ſerious apprehen- : 
ſions; and they began upon a ſyſtem of policy, 
which they for a long time continued, of petition- 
ing the government on the one hand, without re- 


laxing their military exertions to overcome it on = 


the other, When they were at Worceſter, they a- 
| greed upon a petition to the Governour and Coun- F 
cil, which was to be ſupported by as many towns 
as could be brought into che meaſure. This pe- 
tition, which had been once ſent, but miſearried, 
was again brought forward and preſented, It 2 
'G contained, 


. 
98 : 


asd in + Wb nte a requeſt that the ſtate 
priſoners might be liberated, and a general par- 
don again granted to all the inſurgents ;-that the 
Courts of Common Pleas might be adjourned to. 

the next election; and it then engaged for the 

| peaceable conduct of the infurgents. The mo- 

tive of petitioning was held up as ariſing not from 
the fear of death, or of any evils that might be 
placed i in their way, bur to prevent the cruelties 
and devaſtations of a civil war. But there did 
not appear any evidence that the perſon whoſe | 
name was ſubſcribed to this petition, was em- 
powered to execute It, and it was dubious whether 


he himſelf ſigned it. Beſides which, there was 


not a man preſent at the meeting where it was 
drawn, from the county of Hampſbire, | in behalf 
of the inſurgents of which county, among others, 
| it was preſented. The Council therefore declar- 
cd, that they could not conſiſtently with their 
truſt, attend to this paper, which they confidered 
rather as an inſult, than a petition, as it contained 
a threat, and not a ſenſe of guilt in proceeding 108 
legally: T hey therefore advifed the Governour, 
to inform the bearer of this opinion; at the ſame 5 
time obſerving, that whenever any citizen, or cor- 
porate body ſhould prefer a petition, As due at- 
tention would be Nad io it, 


SAT. 


2 _ f 
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bur the objections to this petition did 1 not, at 
preſent, induce the infurgents to produce any 
other, better accommodated to the ideas of the 
Council. Their officers had previouſly iſſued 
their orders for the people immediately to aſſem- 
ble to ſupport their rights, as it was termed, a- 15 
gainſt the government. They therefore directed 
their attention, to a more authoritative mode. of 
preferring their demands. 


"THE refolutibils of the infurgents continuing 
thus hoſtile, the army of the ſtate was put in mo- 
tion, to ſupport the Judicial Courts, under the 
command of General Lincoln, who received the 


following Orders from his — the Gov- 
ernour. 


du: Bala 22 19, 1787. 4915 
. $1 R, * 
1 5 10 will take che commigud of hu miliding | 
_ detached | in obedience to my orders of the 4th 

inſtant. The great objects to be effected are, to 

protect the Judicial Courts, particularly thoſe 

next to be holden in the county of Worcefter, if 

the juſtices of the ſaid courts ſhould requeſt your 
aid ; to aſſiſt the civil magiſtrates in executing” 
the laws; and in repelling or apprehending all 
and every ſuch perſon and perſons as ſhall in a 
: hoſtile manner, attempt or enterpriſe | the deſtruc- 
5 8 tion, 


too 


tion, detriment or annoyance of this Common- 

wealth; and alſo to aid them in apprehending the 
diſturbers of the publick peace, as well as all ; 

ſuch, perſons, as may be named in the ſtate war- 
rants, that have been, or ſhall be committed to 
any civil officer e or officers, or to any other per- 
00s to execute. 


4 15 to theſe important ends, the militia already 
Sede out ſhould, in your opinion, be incom- 
petent, you will call on the Major Generals for 
further and effectual aid; And if you can rely 
on their attachment to government, you will in 
the firſt inſtance, call on the mulitia 1 in the neigh- 
bourhood of your camp. 


«x CANNOT minutely point out to you, the par- 
ticular line you ſhall purſue in executing theſe 
orders: But would obſerve in general, that if, to 
anſwer the aforeſaid valuable purpoſes, you ſhould 
Judge it neceſſary to march a reſpectable force 
through the weſtern counties, you will in that 
caſe do it. This would give confidence to the 
well affected; would aid and protect the civil of- 
ficers in executing their duty, and would con- 
vince the miſguided of the abilities of govern- 
ment, and its determination to purſue every legal, 
and conſtitutional meaſure for reſtoring 1 and 
order to the Commonwealth, 
© you 
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. vob are to conſider yourſelf; in all your mil. 

tary offenſive operations, conſtantly, as under the 

direction of the civil officer, ſaving: where any 
armed force ſhall appear, and oppoſe _our: marckss 

ing to execute mace orders.” er 


= THAT 11 may be fully acquainted with al the 
proceedings of the armed force under your com- 
mand; and with all matters that reſpect the great 
objects to be effected, you will pleaſe to give me 
regular information by every poſt ': And for in- 
termediate and neceſſary intelligence, you will 
order the Quartermaſter en to e the . 
aer expreſſes. | „ Rs Pe HIP" we 


1 * Y 
* * K. 4 


„o theſe attempts to reſtore ffiem and 0 or- 
der, I wiſh the ſmiles of heaven, and that you | 
may have an agreeable command, the moſt per- 

fe ſucceſs, and a ſpeedy and ſafe return ; and 
am with much eſteem, 


( Sir, 
x 6 Your moſt obedient ſervant, 


'* JAMES BOWDOIN. | 
Ty Hon. Major General LINCOLN.” 


= addition to the foregoing, che Council, upon 
letters from General Lincoln and General Shepard 
being laid before them by the Governour, adviſed 
his Excellency, on the 24th of January, to give 
F . 


bs > 5 , . 9 . 
oy 
£3 


102 


to General Lincoln, ſuch further orders, as would 
enable him, in the ſafeſt and moſt effectual man- 
ors to apprehend, diſarm and ſecure, by all fit- 
ting ways and means, all perſons who, in a hoſ- 
tile manner, ſhould attempt or enterpriſe the de- 


ſtruction, invaſion, detriment, or annoyance of the 


| Commonwealth ; and particularly all ſuch bodies 
0 of armed men, as then were, or might be aſſem- 
bled in the counties of Morceſter, Hampſhire, 

Berkſhire, or elſewhere within this ſtate, for the 
6 purpoſe of oppoſing the authority of the Com- 
monwealth, founded on the laws and conſtitution 
thereof. And orders were given by che Govern- | 
our gy 


. END or Taz FIRST PART, 
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| EFORE ve attend to the march 
of che army, it may not be im- 
— proper to advert, for a moment, 
to the ſtate of parties, which 
by this time prevailed in the 
Commonwealth, and which 
greatly N che military operations, as well 
as all other meaſures, adopted for ſuppreſſing che 
inſurgents. In viewing theſe parties, it will ſtrike 
us with no ſmall ſurpriſe, that the cauſe of gov- 
G 4 ES. ernment, 
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ernment, which” was 0 directly connected with 
the adminiſtration of juſtice, and indeed with all 
the efſential principles. of - ſociety, did not gain 
greater numbers than what, from the progreſs of 
the inſurrections, and other circumſtances, we 
may ſuppoſe, really inliſted on its ſide. 5 But, as 
has been mentioned, many perſons were led to 
conſider the ſucceſs of their attempts to obtain a 
redreſs of grievances, as depending upon the iſſue 
of the ſtruggle reſpecting the courts; and doubt- 
leſs were by thoſe means induced to wink at an 
abuſe, which if taken by itſelf, they would have 
viewed with abhorrence. The diſcontented of 
5 every claſs therefore, united at this important 
ſtage of the conteſt, without much attention to 

the difference between their ſeveral complaints, 
or their propoſed ſyſtems of reform. Many who 
only wiſhed foran alteration in the Judicial Courts, 
were entangled with others, who intended if poſſi- . 
ble, to prevent the adminiſtration of Fjuſtice i in any. 
| way. Not a few of the more moderate in « oppo- 
fition, who thought that they diſcovered Eriev- 5 
ances in the mode of appropriating the impoſt 5 

| and exciſe duties, or in the diſtreſſes of debtors, 
and who wiſhed for any reaſonable alterations 
| which would quiet the minds of the people, were 
carried down i in the ſame current of inſurrection, 

mth 


: ; 


with thoſe who were for anhihilating both mr 


lick and private debts, and who aimed to reviſe or 
extinguiſh the conſtitution, Men who 1 in form- 


"WM; years, had claſſed themſelves on oppoſite ſides 
of invererate parties, were upon this occaſion, to 


be found together. There were thoſe who had 


been moſt violently principled againſt the revo- 
| lution, and who hated the government as an ef- 


fect of that event, uniting with flaming, but diſ- 


appointed patriots, who had exerted all their a- 


bilities to bring it about. Among the great body 


of the diſaffected, who were for altering the gov- 


ernment, in order to enlarge the powers of the 


. 


people, there were alſo to be diſcerned, many 
who wiſhed to carry popular : meaſures to ſuch ex- 
tremes, as to ſhew their abſurdity, and demon- 
ſtrate che neceſſity of leſſening the democratick 
principles of the conſtitution. The rage of the 
times excited all theſe parties, from different, and 
in ſome inſtances, from contrary motives, to at- 
tack the eſtabliſhed ſyſtem, without conſidering, 
il it were overthrown, upon whoſe plan it could 


be afterwards rebuilt. Thus was formed a che- 


quered, but numerous body, ſome have ſuppoſed | 
A, third, part of the Commonwealth, to aid, or at 


leaſt not to contend againſt, the reſiſtance made 
40; the ſiting of the courts. 4 
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ro theſe however, was oppoſed, a {till more 


formed a material part. The holders of publick 
ſecurities, and private creditors muſt, from mo- 
tives of ſafety, have inliſted on this ſide of the 
queſtion. General principles of reſpect to au- 


| thority, and habits of obedience, had nor yer loſt 


their influence over many loyal and reſpectable 
citizens. And the whole received a kind of ce- 
ment from patriots, who ſaw the uſe which might : 
be made of the commotions of the people by de- 
| figning men, for the purpoſe of enſlaving them; 
and who too ſenſibly recollected the blood and 
treaſure, which had been expended in obtaining 


the conſtitution, to renounce it for temporary 
evils. Beſides theſe, we may reckon a third body 


of citizens, whom neither the idea of grievances 

on the one hand, nor the love of the conſtitution 
on the other, could whole draw. off from a neu- 
tral ſtation, 5 


wirft the 3 or da of clele par- 


dies, che progreſs of the army, the ſtruggles of the 


inſurgents, and the proceedings of the govern- 
"eng were intimately connected. 


ov the 19th of 3 the army rendezvouſed 8 
at Roxbury, and reached Worceſter on the 229, 
dhe day preceding the ſitting of the Courts of 

Common 
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e Pleas and General Seſſions of the Peace, 
in that place. This march was performed, with 
minute attention to the feelings of the inhabitants, 
and was calculated to inſpire them with ideas of 
protection. It! IS. ſcarcely neceſſary to obſerve, 
5 that the Joe, Coutts ft at Worceſter, BYE 


2%  @ &® 4 £ 


equal to . refiing of fo reſpeRable- a og 
had turned their attention to a different object. 


ILE the government were quieting the low- 
er counties with even the appearance of their ar- 
my, a leſs flattering proſpect opened in che welt. 
Previouſly to the marching of the troops from Rox- 
bury, orders had been given to General Shepard, 
to take poſſeſſion of the poſt at Spring field. Here 
he accordingly collected about 900 men, and af- 
terwards reinforced them with the addition of near 
200, all from the militia of the county of Hamp- 
ſpire. The continental arſenal furniſhed a ſuffi- 
cient number of field pieces, and ſuch equip- 
ments, as were wanting for the men. To this 5 
reſpectable poſt the attention of the inſurgents ; 
was directed in the firſt inſtance, and their ex- 
pectations were greatly raiſed, from a hope of car- 


rying it previouſly to the arrival of the army under 1 5 


General Lincoln. Their movements therefore, 
Foe towards Welt Spring fore on the one ſide, 
where 


— 


. -  ——_——————— 
TC — — 
2 3 


e however, was luckily intercepted by G Zen- 
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mice about 400 men alfemblech undef che 6 


mand or TIT 1 ; 110 towards * IEA 1 


Shays himſelf.” Beſides theſe, a party of about 
| 4660 from the county of Berkſhire, under the com- 


mand of Eli Parſons, were ſtationed in the north 


| pariſh of Spring feld. The firſt of theſe parties 
undertook to ſtop and examine all paſſengers; 


and cruelly wounded two perſons, who ſubmitted 
to their authority with reluctance, | 


THE inſurgents ling collected theſe nest 
which were reſpectable from their numbers, and 


from the large proportion of old continental ſold- . 
iers which they contained, Shays, on the 24th. of 
| the month, ſent a meſſage to Day, informing him | 


that he propoſed to attack the poſt at Spring field 


the next day, on the eaſt fide ; and defying that 


Day' s forces might cooperate with him on the 


bother. Whether Day found it really 1 inconvenient 


to join in the attack on the 25th, or whether he 


was deſirous of having the whole honour of Gen- 
eral Sbepard's ſurrender, which was anxiouſly ex- 
| pected by the inſurgents, he was induced to delay 


the projected plan; and his reply to Shays' s letter 


was, that he could not aſſiſt in the attack on the 
day propoſed, but would do it on the 26th. This 
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eral Shepard, Po Shays took it for granted, that 
Day would cooperate with him, at the time he 


had mentioned. But inſtead of this, Day only 
fent in an inſolent ſummons to General Shepard, 
acquainting him, that the body of the people aſ- 
ſembled in arms, adhering, to the firſt principles 
in nature, ſelf preſer vation, did in the molt pe- 
remptory manner, demande n 


<« 1, That the 8 in Spring field ſhould 
: lay down their arms. 


« 2d. That their arms ſhould be depofired i in 


dhe publick ſtores, under the care of the proper 


officers, to be returned to > the c owners at the ter- 


mination of the conteſt. 


« 3d. That the troops thould return to o their N 


0 ſeveral homes' upon parole. 


on « the ſame day, Shays ſent a e as it \ was - 


termed, from MWilbrabam to General Lincoln, in 


which he obſerved, that from his unwillingneſs to 
be acceſſory to the ſhedding of blood, and from 


his deſire of promoting peace, he was led to propoſe, 
that all the inſurgents ſhould be indemnified, un- 


til the next ſitting of the General Court, and un- 
til an opportunity could be had for a hearing os 
their complaints; that the perſons who had been 


taken by the government ſhould be releaſed, 


5 vithour Puniſhment ; that theſe conditions ſhould 


be 
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be made ſure by proclamation of the Governour: 
On which the inſurgents ſhould return to their 
homes, and wait for conſtitutional relief from the 
inſupportable burdens under which they labour- 
ed. When this petition was written, General 

Lincoln was two days march from Spring fietd ; 
and if the object of it had been really pacifick, 


i ſome time would have been . for an anſwer. [2 


THE 1 of General Shepard FA his party, 
whom no one doubted the inſurgents intended to 
attack with all their force, was truly alarming. 
His troops were decidedly inferiour in numbers, 
to thoſe of the enemy; and though he was. poſe 
ſeſſed of artillery, yet he could derive little ad- 
9 vantage from works thrown up on ſuch a ſudden 

emergency. So doubtful was the iſſue of an at- 

tack upon him, in the mind of General Lincoln, 

and ſo great was the chance of Shays' 8 gaining 
importance and numbers from ſucceſs, that on the 
25th, General Brooks was called upon to march 


with the Middleſex 1 to Ne as — 
as e 


7 


WHILE ae were in this critical ſtate, General 

| Shepard, about 4 O clock in the afternoon of the 
25th, perceived Shays advancing on the Boſton 
: road, towards che arſenal where the militia were 
| poſted, 
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poſted, wich his troops in open column. Poſſeſ- 
ſed of the importance of that moment, in which 
the firſt blood ſhould be drawn in the conteſt, the 
General ſent one of his aids with two other gen- 
tlemen, ſeveral times, to know the intention of the 
enemy, and to warn them of their danger. The 
purport of their anſwer was, that they would 
have poſſeſſion of the barracks ; and they imme- 
diately marched onwards to within 250 yards of 
the arſenal. A meſſage was again ſent to inform 
them, that the militia were poſted there by order 
of the Governour, and of Congrefs, and that if 


they approached nearer, they would be fired upon. 


To this, one of their leaders replied, that chat was 
all they . and they advanced one hundred 
yards further. Neceſſity now compelled General 
Shepard to fire, but his humanity did not deſert 
him. He ordered the two firſt ſhot to be direct- 
ed over their heads; this however, inſtead of re- 
tarding, quickened their approach; and the ar- 
tillery was at laſt, pointed at the centre of their 
column. This meaſure was not without its ef- 
fet. A cry of murder aroſe from the rear of the 
inſurgents, and their whole body was thrown in- 
to the utmoſt confuſion. - Shays RET a to diſ- 
play his column, but it was in vain, His troops 
retreated with Precipitation to Ludlow, about ten 
© alles. 
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miles from the place of action, leaving three of , 
their men dead, and one wounded on Re Belg, Le! 51 


THE advantages which the militia had in their 
power, both from the diſorder of chis retreat, 
which was as injudicious as the mode of attack, 


and from the nature of the ground; would have 
enabled them to have killed the greater part of 
the inſurgents, had a purſuit taken place. But, 
the object of the commander was rather to terrify, 
than to 1 1 the deluded fugitives. 


NOTWITHSTANDING : this retreat, General Shep- 


8 ard, who had received no reinforcement, was un- 
der the ſtrongeſt apprehenſions of another attack 

from the whole body of the inſurgents. : Thoſe 

on the weſt ſide of Connefticut river, under Day, 

had, from the intercepting of his anſwer to Says 89 
letter, been wholly inactive in the attack; and 
probably, were more irritated than diſmayed at 

the defeat. The main army was more than 

day's march diſtant ; and Shays's party formed a 
junction with thoſe under the immediate com- 


mand of Eli Parſons, the Berkſbire leader, at 
Chickabee, on the 26th, though this was attended 


1 with the loſs of two hundred men, by deſertion. 


BUT the apprehenſions of another N at 
Spring feld, were entirely allayed, by. the arrival 
of 
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of the army under General Lincoln, on the 27th of 
Jannary. Four regiments, three companies of 
artillery, a corps of horſe, and a volunteer corps, 
appeared on that day at noon, and the remainder 
in the evening. The enemy were found poſted 

as we have deſcribed; and Day had placed guards 
at the ferry houſe, and at the bridge over Agatoam = 
river, ſo that all communications from the north 
and welt, bei the uſual routes, were cut off, A 


NOTWITHSTANDING the fatigue of a an 
performed i in an uncommonly ſevere winter, the 
army were ordered under arms at half paſt three 
o'clock, the ſame day on which they arrived. 


— | 
| Four regiments, with four pieces of artillery, and 


the horſe, croſſed the river upon the ice, while 
the Hampſhire troops, under the command of 
General Shepard, moved up the river, as well to 
prevent a junction of the party under Shays, who 
were on the eaſt ſide, with thoſe under Day, on 
the weſtz as to cut off the retreat of the latter. 
It was alſo a great object by this manceuvre, to 
encircle Day, with a force fo evidehtly ſuperiour, 
as to prevent his people from firing, and therebß 
to avoid the ſhedding of blood. Upon the ap- 
pearance of the army on the river, the guard at 
the ferry houſe turned out, but forſook the paſs; 
and after A ſmall ſhew of oppoſition, near the 
| | 2 ES meeting 
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meeting houſe, retired in the utmoſt confuſion. 
This was attended with the flight of all Day's 


party, who efcaped to Northampton, with the loſs 


of a very ſmall number, that were overtaken by 


the light horſe. The inſurgent forces under Shays, 


made no greater oppoſition, on the day following. | 
When the army approached him, he immediate- 
ly began a retreat, through Soutbadley to Am- 


berſt, ſupplying the hunger of his men by plun- 


der. ; A perſon who acted as an Adjutant in his ; 
party, was killed ; which happened, according to 


report, by the exceſſive agitation of his men, who 


miſtook their own rear. guard, for an adyanced 
f 1 of General Lincoln's ys 


4 
* 


THE appearance of things 1 _ was. exceedingly 


changed by the flight of the inſurgents from 
Spring Held. The publick mind had been im- 

8 preſſed with a generous anxiety for the fate of 
General Shepard, and the very reſpectable body 
of militia, which he had the honour to command. 
Ihe iſſue of the attack upon them did not who. - 


ly allay this concern. The f defeat, though de- 


i ciſive, was not attended with ſuch loſs, as could g 


diſcourage ſo large a body of men, as the inſur- 
gents had collected, from further attempts, eſpec- 


lally if actuated by the motives which they pre- 
tended to hold out. The apprehenſions of the 


inhabitants 


119 
Wbabitunts had bien Alſo Neat raiſed, from th the 


various reports of the numbers and objects of the 


inſurgents; and more than all, from the aid 


which they affected to rely on, from ſecret, but 
influential characters within the ſtate, and the diſ- 
contented of neighbouring governments. From 
ſuch ideas, the meeting of the two armies in full 
force, at Spring field, was dreaded by all, in whoſe 


minds the tranquillity of the country was the 


primary object. But theſe fears wholly vaniſhed, 
by the diſperſing of the inſurgent forces, and a 
: ſecurity naturally aroſe from the flattering view 
of their broken and forlorn condition. Orders 
were therefore immediately iſſued for the return 
of the Middleſex militia, who, to the number of 


= about two thouſand men, had begun their march, 


and were entering the county of Worcefter, which, 
it was at this time conjectured, might be protect- 


ed by 1 the forces originally raiſed, 


THE mech of this body 8 was not with - 
out very beneficial effects to the publick cauſe, 


which the friends of the inſurgents were artfully 


undermining, with the ſpecious e of pre- 


venting the ſhedding of human blood. Under 


this idea, they oppoſed the raiſing of 1 men for the 
army, and endeavoured to turn the general ſenfe 
of the people againſt the meaſures of government, 


"I e go 


yo — 9 — — — 
3 — ent IIIa 2 ps 3 — — 
— - — ä —— — 
— — 0 
_ — 


_ —— 
— 


— ene 
. —— — — 


Wi 
3 5 
: 8 0 5 i 
| f 
j 14 
A 
110 
0 . 9 
WIR 6 
Ns 
+ 4 
1 \ 
} i 
v3 
N 11 
4 
g et 
if . if 
Tn 
N 
14 5 
ae 7 
I” ; 
N 
e 
1 


rr6 110 — 5 


s precipitate and cruel. In Middleſex, an at- 
tempt was actually made, under the cover of this 
humane principle, to raiſe another convention, 
for deviſing means of ſettling the publick com- 
motions, by other ways than thoſe which the ex- 
ecutive authority had directed. The motion of 
the troops under General Brooks, enabled him to 
adopt a deciſive and ſpirited mode of conduct, 
which effectually ſtifled this baneful project in its 
infancy; and it demonſtrated, what began to be 
queſtioned—that the repeated diſappointments of 
| the people of that county, in not marching, after 
very troubleſome and expenſive preparations for 
the field, had not deſtroyed their obedience to the 
: commands of che gober nent. 8 5 


THE: : purfuirt of Shays and his party, which 
commenced at two 0 'clock in the morning, was 
continued till the army reached Amberft, through 
which place, however, he paſſed before their ar- 

rival, on his way to Pelham, with the main body . 

of his men. General Lincoln, finding the enemy 

out of his reach, directed his march to Hadley, 
| the neareſt place which could be found to afford 
a cover for his troops. Upon an examination of the 
houſes at Amherſt, it was diſcovered, that moſt of 
the male inhabitants had quitted them to follow 
N me Rs: and that ten fleigh loads of provif- = 
ions 


M7 
ions had gone forward from the county of Berks 
Hire, for their uſe. Under ſuch appearances, a 

 ftrift prohibition was laid upon the- remaining 
inhabitants, againſt affording oy Fic to their 
deluded neighbours. | 


THE morning. after the arrival oo ig army. at 
Hadley, information was received, that a ſmall 
number of General Shepard's men, had been 

captured at Southampton, and that the enemy's 
; party ſtill continued there. The Brookfield volun- 
teers conſiſting of fifty men, and commanded by 
Colonel Baldwin, were ſent in fleighs, with 100 
| horſe, under the command of Colonel Crafis, to 
purſue them. be + hey were ſoon found to conſiſt 
of eighty men with ten fleighs, and at twelve 
o' clock the fame night were overtaken at Middle- 
Feld. They had quartered themſelves in ſeparate | 
: places ; and about one half of them, with one 
TCuddington their captain, being lodged | in a bak - 
together, were firſt ſurrounded. It was a ſingu- 
lar circumſtance, that among the government's - 
volunteers, happened to be General Tupper, who 
had lately commanded a continental regiment, in 
which Luddington had ſerved as a Corporal. The 
| General, ignorant of the character of his enemy, 
| ſuramoned the party to ſurrender. | How afton- 
iſhed Was the 9 at receiving this ſummons, 
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in a voice to which he had never dared to refuſe 


obedience! A momentary explanation took place, 
which but heightened the General's commands. 


Reſiſtance was no longer made, the doors were 
opened, and a ſurrender was agreed to. By this 


time, the reſt of the party had paraded under 


arms, at the diſtance of 200 yards, where they 
were met by a number of men prepared for their 


5 reception. Both ſides were on the point of fir- 
ing, but, upon an artful repreſentation of the 


ſtrength of the government's troops, the inſur- 


gents laid down their arms, and fifty nine priſon- 
ers, with nine ſleigh loads of proviſions, fell into 

the hands of the conquerors, who returned to the 
| army on the day OT 


THE whole hs of the went having taken 


| poſt on two high hills in Pelham, called eaſt and 
Veſt hills, which were rendered difficult of acceſs 
by the depth of the ſnow around them, General 


Lincoln, on the zoth of January, ſent a letter di- 


rected to Captain Shays, and the officers com- 
manding the men in arms againſt the government 


of the Commonwealth, as follous:, 2 


3 WHETHER you are convinced or not of 
your errour in flying to arms, Iam fully perſuad- 
ed that before this hour, Foo. muſt have the ful- 


e. Fin 


2 
"IE EY 
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— 
leſt conviction upon your own minds, that you 
are not able.to execute your original Purpoſes. 


ce YOUR reſources are few, your force is incon- 
ſiderable, and hourly decreaſing from the diſaf- 

fection of your men; you are in a poſt where you 

have neither cover nor ſupplies, and in a ſituation 


in which you can neither give aid to your friends, 
: nor diſcomfort to the ſupporters of good order 7 


and government—Under theſe cifcumſtances, 


you cannot heſitate a moment to diſband your 


deluded followers. If you ſhould not, I muſt ap- 


proach, and apprehend the moſt influential char- 
acters among you. Should you attempt to fire 
upon the troops of government, the conſequences 
muſt be fatal to many of your men, the leaſt 
guilty. To prevent bloodſhed, you will com- 
municate to your privates, that if they will in- 
ſtantly lay down their arms, ſurrender themſelves 
to government, and take and ſubſcribe the oath of | 
allegiance to this Commonwealth, they ſhall be 
recommended to the General Court for mercy. 
I you ſhould, either withhold this information 
from them, or ſuffer your. people to fire upon our 
approach, you muſt be anſwerable for all IM ills 


2 wore may exiſt | in conſequence thereof. 


10 this letter the following Anſwer was re- 


ceired. 55 
VVV : te Pelham, 
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| Pelbam, Fanuary 30h, 1187. 
#T6 General LancoL x, commanding the govern - 
wet oops ih ww 
'Cg1 R, 
0 ＋ HE people afembled i in arms ; ſhoes the; 
counties of Middleſex, Worceſter, Hampſhire. and 


Berkſhire, taking into ſerious conſideration the 
purport of the flag juſt received, return for an- 
ſwer, that however unjuſtifiable che meaſures may 
be which the people have adopted, in having re- 


courſe to arms, various eireumſtances have induc- : 


ed them thereto. We are ſenſible of the embar- 
raſſments the people are under; but that virtue 
' which truly characterizes the citizens of a repub- 
lican government, hath hitherto marked our paths 
with a degree of innocence ; and we wiſh and truſt. 
it will ſtill be the caſe, At the ſame time, the 
people are willing to lay down their arms, on the 


condition of a general pardon, and return to their 


; reſpective homes, as they are unwilling to ſtain 
the land, which we 1n the late war purchaſed at 
ſw dear a rate, with the blood of our brethren and 
neighbours. Therefore, we pray that hoſtilities 
may ceaſe, on your part, until our united prayers - 
may be preſented to the General Court, and we 


receive an anſwer, as a perſon. i is gone for that 


purpoſe, If this ba we may be complied with, 


government 
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— — 


government ſhall meet with no interruption from 


the people; but let each army occupy che poſt 
where they now are. | 


« DANIEL SHAYS, Captain.” 


on the next day, three of the inſurgent leaders 
came to Head 3 with the following letter. 


wn ce 5 Honoarable General Lincolv. 


0 AS the ollicers of ta kb, now n 
in defence of their rights 1 gh" e have ſent 
a petition to the General Court, for the ſole pur- 


poſe of accommodating our preſent unhappy af- 


fairs, we juſtly expect that hoſtilities may ceaſe 
on both raping until we have a return from our 


: os. more 4 


& YOUR Honour will therefore. be pleaſed to 


£ give us, an anſwer. ; 


ce Per 4 of the committee for reconciliation, Bit: 


wn £ FRANCIS STONE, Chairman. 
« DANIEL SHAYS, Captain. 
« ADAM WHEELER. 


8 « Pelham, January 31, 1787. 1 


ro this the following Anſwer v was ſent. 5 


WE oo « Hadlg, 


my 
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13 57 70 ly; January 31h, mw 
% GENTLEMEN, | 


N YOUR requeſt is totally inadivifible, as no 
powers are delegated to me which would juſtify a 


delay of my operations. Hoſtilities I have not 
commenced. 1 7 


© I HAVE again to warn the people in arms a- 


gainſt government, immediately to diſban d, as 
they would avoid the ill conſequences which may 
enſue, ſhould they be inattentive to this caution. 


wi B. LINCOLN. 


80 To 0 Fraxcts Sroxz, 
DaxizL Shars, 
AA WHEELER,” 


THESE communications on the part of chai in- 


ſurgents, were backed by committees from diſaf- 
fected towrrs, who began to looſe confidence in | 
the ſtrength of their party, and therefore thought 8 
it time to attempt an accommodation. This they 
carried on conveniently enough, under the pre- 
tence of preventing the effuſion of blood, without 
betraying the true motives of their application. - 
The anſwer which was given them, though prob- 
ably not very conſonant to their feelings, could 


not have been without its effects. They were 


acduviſed to exert their abilities, to withdraw the 


men 


I23 


m—_—_—— 


men 3 to their ſeveral towns, from the 


body of the inſurgents, which would effeQtually 


{ſecure them from harm, and deſtroy the unlaw- 


ful combination, that alone had endangered the 


ves of the people on 8 ſide. 


1 


DVRING theſe negotiations between the army 
and the inſurgents, the time arrived for the aſ- 


2 fembling of the legiſlature. But ſuch was the 
general confuſion of affairs throughout | the ſtate, : 
that a ſufficient number of repreſentatives could 


not be collected until the third of February, 


wich was the fourth day after the time of ad- 
5 journment. The Court then acquainted the Gov- 
5 ernour, that they were prepared to receive his 


communications, and he addreſſed them by a 
ſpeech from the chair, which contained a retroſ- 


pective account of the malcontents, as to their 
vieyvs and proceedings, and of the meaſures which 

the government had adopted to oppoſe them. 
5 Vigour and energy were ſtrongly recommended, 
as the proper means of cruſhing ſo unprovoked 

an inſurrection, while a want of them might draw 


on the evils of a civil war. A reimburſement of 
the monies borrowed for raiſing the militia, was 
alſo adviſed, with an adequate proviſion, for de- 


; fraying the general expenſe of the campaign, and 


ſeveral ſecondary meaſures for the ſame purpoſe. 
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AFFAIRS had been brought to ſuch a eriſis, that 
there was no room left for the legiſlature to waver 
in their opinions, or to delay their meaſures. The 
whole community were in an alarm, and the ap- 
peal to the ſword was actually made. One ar- 
my or the other was to be ſupported, and there 
could be no heſitation in the mind of any reaſon- 
able man, which it ought to be. On the next 
x day therefore, a declaration of Rebellion was u- 
: nanimouſly paſſed in the Senate, and concurred : 
by the lower Houſe. This however was accom- 
panied by a reſolve, approving of General Lin- 
colu's offer of clemency to the privates among 
the inſurgents, and empowering the Governour 
in the name of the General Court, to promiſe a 
| pardon, under ſuch diſqualifications, as ſhould af- 
terwards be provided, to all privates and noncom- 
miſſioned officers, that were in arms againſt the 
Commonwealth, unleſs excepted by the general 
officer commanding the troops, upon condition . 
ol their ſurrendering their arms, and taking and 
ſubſcribing the oath of allegiance, within a time 


5 to be ee by the Governour. 


on the fe day, an ranſwer was allo 7 to the * 
Governour' 8 ſpeech. In this the Court informed i 
his Excellency of their entire ſatisfaction, in the 
meaſures which he had been pleaſed to take for 
ä : 


LN 


ſubduing a turbulent ſpirit, that had too long in- 
ſulted the Government of the Commonwealth ; 


and congratulated him on the ſucceſs which had 


attended them. They earneſtly entreated him 


till to continue them, with ſuch further conſti- 


tutional meaſures, as he might think neceſſary, 
to extirpate the ſpirit of rebellion ; for the bett 


enabling of him to do which, they thought 1 it nec- 
_ effary to declare that a rebellien exiſted. They 
aſſured him of the moſt effectual meaſures being 


uſed, for paying the army, and reimburſing the 


monies which had been generouſly advanced for 
their ſupport. They accorded with the Gov- 
ernour, in his idea of the propriety of yigorous 


- meaſures ; and requeſted him, in caſe the num- 
bers of the militia who were inliſted ſhould be 
too ſmall, or the time for which they were to 


: ſerve, too ſhort, that he would increaſe them, and 
Continue them in ſervice, until the objects in 
view ſhould be completely accompliſhed. They 


: ſubjoined, that they would vigorouſly purſue eve- 


ry meafure, which would be calculated to ſup- 
port the conſtitution, and would continue to re- 
_ dreſs any real grievances, if ſuch ſhould be found 


to exiſt, 


| AGREEABLY to the aſſurances contained in this 


. addreſs, the legiſlature paſſed a an act, for appro- 
priating 
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priating 40,0001. of the impoſt and exciſe duties, 
for reimburſing the loan of monies, borrowed for 
ſuppreſſing the rebellion : And they unanimouſ- 
ly paſſed a reſolve, approving of the ſpirited con- 

duct of General Shepard, and the militia of his 


diviſion, in their defence of the arſenal at Spring- 


Feld, againſt the attack of the inſurgents. 


THE accounts of the numbers, reſources and 


x objects of the malcontents continued to be ex- 


ceedingly variant ; and from the meaſures of 


1 5 government, it is probable, that their real 
Ha ſtrength differed oreatly at different times. When 

they were diſperſed at Springfield, ſuch was the 
hopeleſs proſpect before them, that 2000 militia 


who were marching to aid the army, were diſ- 


charged by the commanding officer, as we have | 
; mentioned, for want of employment. But upon 
cheir taking poſt at Pelbam, their importance in- 

creaſed to ſuch a degree, as to produce a further 


requiſition for men, and the Governour accord- 


ingly iſſued his orders, for 2600 of the militia 3 in 
the middle counties, to take the field. 


TE Petition mentioned in a the letter mam Shays 


7” and his aſſociates, at Pelham, was in fact preſent- 
ed to the Legiſlature, and was conceived in | the 
following terms. 


Commmon- 
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&« Commonwealth of Maſſachuſetts. 


* To the Honourable the Senatz, and the 
Honourable Housꝝ of REPRESENTATIVES, in 
General Court aſſembled at their next Seſſion. 


A PETTIo 'of the Orrrekks of the counties 


, Worceſter, Hampſhire, Middleſex, and 


-Berkikirs, now at arms, 


« HUMBLY SHEWETH, 5 


3 «THAT your petitioners being ſenſible that w we 
have been in an errour, in having recourſe to ann, 


and not ſeeking redreſs in a conſtitutional way; 


we therefore heartily pray your honours, to over- 


| look our failing, in reſpect to our riſing | in arms, 


as your honours muſt be ſenſible, we had great 
cCuauſe of uneaſineſs, as will appear by your re- 
dreſſing many grievances, the laſt ſeſſion; yet 
we declare, that it is our hearts deſire, that good 
government may be kept up in a conſtitutional 
Way; and as it appears to us, that the time is near 
approaching, when much human blood will be 


ſpilt, unleſs a reconciliation can immediately take 


place, which ſcene ſtrikes us with horrour, let 


the foundation cauſe be where it may : 


55 « WE, therefore cls promiſe, that we will 
lay doun our arms, and repair to our reſpective 


homes, 
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homes, in a peaceable and quiet manner, and ſo 


remain, provided your honours will grant to your 
_ petitioners, and all | thoſe of our brethren who 


have had recourſe to arms, or otherways aided or 


aſſiſted in our cauſe, a general pardon for their 


paſt offences, —All which we humbly ſubmit to 


the wiſdom, candour and benevolence of your 


honours, as we in duty bound ſhall ever pray. 


100 FRANCIS STONE, Chairman of the 
committee for the above counties, 


70 Read and accepted by the officers. 
ec « Pelham January 30, 1787.” 


By this petition it appears, that” the infurgent 5 
officers intended to open a treaty, and to avail 


themſelves of the force which they had collected, : 


amounting by general computation to 2000 men, 


for the purpoſe of obtaining advantageous terms. 
And it became a prevailing ſentiment, that a re- 
gard for the ſafety of their leaders, ſome of whom 
had been partly compelled to accept of their ap- 
 Poiptments, held the armed body. together at 
Pelham. But the court, whoſe Jecifipa upon this 
5 petition was not concluded till the 8th of Febru- 
ary, did not ſeem inclined to encourage ſuch a 
deaf as appears from the following rene. 


« A PAPER | 


129 


— 


50 4 PAPER ad a Daialony from the officers 
of the counties of Worceſter, Hampſhire, Middle- 


ſex and Berkſhire, now at arms, and ſigned by 
Francis Stone, chairman of the committee from 


the above counties, and addreſſed to the General 


Court, was read: 


PE ob. 


6 Whereupon Voted, That the faid paper can- 


not be ſuſtained : 


e Firf, Becuuſa thoſe concerned therein, open- 
iy avow themſelves to be at arms, and i in a ſtate 


of hoſtility againſt the government; ; and for this 


reaſon alone, the ſaid paper would be unſuſ- 


 tainable, even if the tenour of the application had 


| diſcovered a ſpirit ſuitable to the object of it. 


2 


*© Secondly, Becauſe it does not appear, what 
officers or how many are repgeſented i in the faid 
paper, or that the ſaid Stone had authority from 

any officers whatever, to make the application by 


him ſubſcribed. 


Thirdly, Becaſe the applicants, Aceh FR 
call themſelves petitioners, and acknowledge an 
1 a yet conſider that errour only as“ a fail- | 

ing, and attempt, at leaſt in part, to zoll 


themſelves therein. : bd E 


ce Fourth hy, The ſaid as appear to view ö 
themſelves on equal, if not better ſtanding than | 


the legillarure, by propoſing * a} reconciliation.” 
. e * Fiftbh, 
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c Fifthly, They appear to threaten the authority 

and government of the Commonwealth, with great 
_ effuſion of blood, unleſs this © * reconclliation”” can 
immediately take place. 


« Sixthly, They implicitly declire their Gut - 
mination to continue in arms, unleſs all who now 
are, and whd have been in a ſtate of open war with 
the government, including thoſe who have been 
apprehended, and are,now in cuſtody, as well as 
all others who have any way aided or aſſiſted in 
their cauſe, ean have another full pardon granted 
for all offences, in addition to that which they 
have ſo lately deſpiſed. 


« Seventhly, If the paper preſented had been a 

proper petition, ſubſcribed by the perſons who 
defire a pardon, and expreſſive of a due ſenſe off 

their crime, with proper reſolutions of amend- 
ment, yet their engagements could not be 
depended on, as their cauſe has been ſupported 
by a multitude of falſchoods ; and as no engage- 
ments can be more ſolemn than thoſe made by 
the leaders of the rebels in the county of Middle- 
ex, on the week before the Judicial Courts ſat laſt 
in the ſaid county, that they would not take any 
meaſures to obſtruct the ſitting of the ſaid courts 3 'E 
which engagements were ſo far regarded, as to 
induce the commander: in chief, to write counter 

| orders 
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— : 


orders to a conſiderable part of he militia, whom 
| he had ordered to be detached ; and yet thoſe en- 


ee were on the next day violated,” 


THE infurgents, however, did not wait at Pel- 
a ham for the reſult of their petition to the legiſla- 
rure. One of their leaders requeſted a private 


conference with an officer of the army, upon the 


pretended ſubject of a promiſe of pardon to all the 


principals of his party. This was granted; and 

took place on the 3d of February. But, while 

the conference was holding, and while the atten- 

tion of the army was attracted by it, the infurgents 

_ withdrew themſelves from Pelbam, and marched 
to Peterſpam. Whether this was occaſioned by 

their poſt being reconnoitred the preceding day, 


or by a wiſh of being ſituated more advantage- 


oully for a ſupply of proviſions, and a communi- 
cation with their friends, is uncertain. Their 


movement was remarkable, for its being the laſt 
time they appeared in any conſiderable force; and 
for its having given riſe to one of the moſt inde- 


fatigable marches, that ever was performed in 
| America. | 


8 INFORMATION of che enemy 8 being! in motion, 
| was brought to General Lincoln, at Hadley, at 
twelve o'clock the ſame day on which it happen- 


ed. But! it was chen ſuppoſed, to have been on- 
FF e 


| l 
| 
| 1 
a 
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ly « removal from the weſt to the eaſt hill in Pet- 4 
ham. Orders however, were iſſued” 2 the army 


to be in readineſs to march, with three days pro- 
viſions, at a moment's warning. At fix o'clock 


undoubted intelligence was received, that the i in- 


ſurgents had really left their poſt, and gone eaſt- 


ward. In two hours from this, the army pro- 


ceeded after them. Nothing more than the uſual 
inclemency of the ſeaſon oppoſed their march 
until two o'clock in the morning, by which time 


they had advanced as far as Newſalem. Here 


a violent north wind aroſe, and ſharpened the 
cold to an extreme degree; a ſnow ſtorm accom- * 


panied, which filled the paths ; the route of the 


army lying over high land, expoſed the ſoldiers 
to the full effects of theſe circumſtances, while 
on their way; and, the country being thinly ſet- 
tled, did not afford a covering for them within 
tte diſtance of eight miles. Being thus deprived 
of ſhelter by the want of buildings, and of re- 
freſhment—by the intenſeneſs of the cold, which 
prevented their raking any in the road, their only 
; ſafety lay in cloſely purſuing a march, which was 
to terminate at the quarters of the enemy. They 
therefore advanced the whole diſtance of thirty 


miles, ſubject to all theſe inclemencies, without 


halting for any length of time. Their front reach- 
ed Peterſbam by nine o'clock in the morning, 


their rear being five miles diſtant, f 
J 
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rx has been thou ght by ſome, that in this ſtate 
of the troops under government, had the inſur- 
gents poſſeſſed any conſiderable degree of vigil- 5 
ance or diſcipline, they might have given them a 
ſevere check, if not a total beat. Theſe ſeeming 
| advantages' aroſe from unforeſcen circumſtances, | 
and from cauſes which no human power could | 
control. The oppoſers of government had, at 
this moment, all the advantages which they could 
ever expect to enjoy. Their men had been lodg- 
ed in warm houſes, and were capable of entering 
into action withalertneſs, whilſt their purſuers were _ 
{offering exceedingly from the cold, and were 
greatly worn down with fatigue. The general 
however, advanced with the utmoſt” confidence 
ol ſucceſs, bein g well acquainted with every inch 
of ground he had to tread in his approach to the 
town; and having his flanks covered from any 
ſudden impreſſion, by a very deep ſnow, ſo cruſt- 
ed as nearly to bear a man. He knew therefore 
that he could not be annoyed, but 1 in front, i ina 
very narrow fled path, which, having a part of 
his artillery advanced, he could command to a 
very great diſtance. If the inſurgents poſſeſſed 
advantages, they were loſt by an 1dea of their own 
ſecurity, from which they were firſt awakened by 
an advanced guard led into the town by Colonel 
Haſtel, A company of artillery with two Pieces 
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of cannon immediately followed, and the whole 
body of the army was brought up as early as poſ- 
Gble. Nothing ſeemed'to be more foreign from 
the expectations of the inſurgents, than a purſuit 

through ſo many difficulties, and in ſo ſhort a 
time. The ſurpriſe was therefore complete, and 
they inſtantly evacuated the houſes, thronging 
| Into a back road which leads towards Athol. 
＋ hrough this they quitted the town in great con- 
fuſion, ſcarcely firing a gun. They were purſued. 

about two miles, and one hundred and fifty of 
them were taken priſoners. Many retired to their 
own homes, and the reſt, including all their prin- 
cipal officers, fled into the ſtates of Newhamp-= 
ſhire, Newyork and Vermont. The privates a- 
mong the priſoners, after being diſarmed, and 
taking the oath of allegiance, received 88 
to return to their ſeveral towns. * 


Tux news af the arrival of the a army at Petenſ- 5 
; bam, and of their ſucceſs in diſperſing the inſur- 
gents, reached the court by a meſſage from the 
Governour, on the 6th of February. It gave 
great ſupport to the friends of the government, - 
who were, after this, no longer doubtful of the 
ſenſe and determination of the people to maintain 
the publick cauſe. But notwithſtanding the dif- 
abled ſituation of the malcontents, the court, at 


2 firſt, 8 


firſt, did not incline to-countermand the orders for 


raiſing the 2600 men; judging i it the moſt certain | 
reventing bloodſhed, to appear with a 


means of 


decided che of force. Theſe orders how- 


ever, were neceſſarily ſuperſeded, upon further 
information from the army, which induced the 


two Houſes, on the 8th of February, to reſolve 

that a number of men not exceeding I £00, ſhould 

be inliſted ro ſerve for four months, unleſs ſooner pf 

diſcharged. And they, at the ſame time, requeſts 8 
ed the Governour to iſſue a proclamation, alt” 

ing a reward not exceeding 150 l. for apprehend- 


ing either of the leaders in the rebellion, and to 
write to the Governours of other ſtates, to requeſt 


chem to iſſue ſimilar proclamations for the ſame 
pourpoſe. The legiſlature alſo, in their anſwer to 
the Governour, expreſſed the high ſenſe which 
they entertained of the ardour and zeal of Gener- 
al Lincoln, and the army under his command, in 
performing the. march from Hadley to Peterſham, - 


with only a mom 


rebels; and deſired chat it Fright be communica- 
wo to then.” 


"THE routing of the inſurgents, at Peterſham, 
Sangre the mode of their carrying on their con- 
teſt. After this, i it was in vain for them to at- 


. tempt a an > oppaſicion to the army, by 2 collected 


1 4 „„ force. 


mentary halt, and in repelling the 
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force. They therefore determined to harraſs the 


inhabitants in ſmall parties by ſurpriſe.” This 
mode of offence was @ 
bery and murder. The evils of war had before 
been gathered and confined to one ſpot; but they 
| were, by theſe means, ſcattered nous the n 


nded with 1 


feour, rob- 


veſtern part of the ſtate. 


"THE diſqualifications x which w were to be the con- 


ditions of indemnity to the rebels, could not be 


brought to a. concluſion, until the 16th of Febru- 


ay. A ſubject ſo new and unaſſayed i in Maſſa- 
chuſetts, as that of disfranchiſing the citizens, was 


neceſſa; ily attended with many ee This, 


was the point at which the future character of. the | 
offenders, and of their cauſe, was to be fixed i in 


the publick opinion. The effect of their puniſh- 
ment greatly depentled upon t the aſſent of man- 


kind to the juſtice of it; and chis was to be ob- 
tained, only by the exacteſt proportion between 
the penalty and the crime. It was eaſy to fore- 
ſec, that if the former exceeded the moſt moder- 


ate limits, numbers, inſtead of being deterred at 


the fate of the culprits, would forget or excuſe their 
crimes, and become advocates for them, 48 the 5 
oppreſſed victims of power. To puniſh in ſuch 
a caſe, was a truly critical taſk ; and delay was 

the leaſt 1 inconvenience which could happen, in _ 


8 


Les. 


. 


ſettling a meaſure, that ſcarte any length of time 
would have been miſpent in conſidering. The 


ſubſtance of theſe conditions which extended on- 


ly to noncommiſſioned officers and privates, final- 
ly was, that the offenders, having laid down their 


arms, and taken the oath of allegiance to the 
5 Commonwealth, ſhould keep the peace for three 
years; and during that term, ſhould not ſerve as 
jurors, be eligible to any town office, or any oth- 
er office under the government; ſhould not hold 
or exerciſe the employments of ſchoolmaſters, 
8 innkeepers, or retailers of ſpiritous liquors, or give 
their votes, during the. ſame term of time, for any 


officer civil or military, within the Common- 


wealth: Unleſs they ſhould, after the firſt day = 
May, A. D. 1788, exhibit plenary evidence of 
their having returned to their allegiance and kept 
che peace, and of their poſſeſſing an unequivocal 
attachment to the government, as ſhould appear 


to the General Court, a ſufficient ground, to diſ- 


charge them from all or any of theſe bans proce 
tions. 


"THE Governour. was empowered to. ene 
with the whole, or any part of theſe conditions of 
5 indemnity, to all ſuch privates as, having borne 
arms againſt the government, voluntarily took 

vp arms in its 5 ſupport, previouſly to the firſt of 


February 1 
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February ; and to ſuch as, agreeably to the pro- 


poſals of General Lincoln of the 29th and 30th 
of January, voluntarily came in, ſurrendered their 
arms, and took and ſubſcribed the oath of allegi- 
| ance, within three days. The perſons abſolutely 


excepted from the indemnity, were included in 


the following deſcriptions.—Such as were not 


citizens of the ftate ; ſuch as had been members 


of any General Court in the ſtate, or of any ſtate 


or county convention, or had been employed in 


any commiſſioned office, civil or military; ſuch 


as, after delivering up their arms, and taking the 


oath of allegiance during the rebellion, had again 
taken and borne arms againſt the government; 
ſuch as had fired upon, or wounded any of the 
loyal ſubjects of the Commonwealth; ſuch as had 
acted as committees, counſellors, or adviſers to 
the rebels; and ſuch as, in former years, had been 
in arms againſt the government, in the capacity 
of commiſſioned officers, and. were afterwards 
| pardoned, and had been concerned in the rebel- 

| hon. 


! 


THE : unanimity Ss had prevailed i in the Gen- 


_ eral Court during the ſeſſion, was interrupted at 
the paſſing of this law. The friends to lenient 
meaſures, by this time, began again to advance 
ü their ſentiments. Petitions from more than twen- 


ty 


9 


ty towns had appeared, to requeſt the amo 
of the ſtate priſoners, and, in ſome inſtances, the 
recal of the ſtate's army, under the humane idea 
of preventing the ſhedding of blood, This party 
therefore, took the preſent opportunity, to inter- 
cede for perſons whom they could not juſtify ; 
and to mitigate a puniſhment, which. the crimin- 
al perſeverence of the rebels had made it impoſ- 
ſible further to delay or avoid. It was urged, ; 
that the government was put beyond danger ;. and 
do purſue the publick enemy further than the 
publick ſafety directed, was for them to diſcover 
paſſion and reſentment, which no government 
_ ought to entertain. That the ſooner a ſpirit of 
conciliation was introduced among individual 


Citizens, who, from taking different ſides, had be- ä g 


come either elated with ſucceſs, or mortified from 
the want of it, the ſooner publick tranquillity 
would be reſtored; and the government be eſtab- 


liſhed in the affections of the people. That, to 


effect this great end, caution alſo ſhould be uſed 
not to render thoſe perſons deſperate, who had 
been led i into the rebellion from miſinformation 
0 and ignorance, which was the misfortune of a 
large number of honeſt and ſubſtantial citizens. | 
That odious diſtinctions would have this unhap- 
py effect, and the beſt characters might be ſnut 
5 out, rather than ſubmit to terms, which they 


ſhould 
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mould think beyond their crimes ; while bad men, 
who would comply with them only in appearance, 
might avail themſelves of ſuch terms to the injury 
of the Commonwealth. That the rebellion, how- 
ever unjuſtifiable, had in fact engaged large num- 
bers on its ſide, and good policy evidently direct- 
ed, rather to recal them to the boſom of their 
country, than to weaken the ſtate by their final 
expulſion. In anſwer to theſe arguments, the 
magnitude of the crime, and the nature of the diſ- : 
qualifications, were urged. Sonſe teſt, it was 
. ought eyidently to be required of perſons 
50 who had taken the laſt means of reſiſting the gov- 
_ ernment, and overturning the conſtitution : And, 
whenever repentance appeared, means were pro- 
vided for the total exculpation of the offenders, : 
after the expiration of a very few months. | 


Tue advocates for the e had ſo often : 
pledged themſelves for their reformation „on con- 
dition of lenient meaſures being adopted; and : 

_ theſe had ſo often failed of effecting this deſirable 
| purpoſe, that their obſervations were at length leſs 
attended to than uſual, and poſſibly leſs than they 

deſerved. And it gvas'unfortunate to their influ- 

ence, that, in this inſtance, as had before been the 
caſe, the conduct of the rebels flatly contradicted 

every argument which they could raiſe in their 
favour. - 
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| favour. While the Aiſqualifying bill was under 
debate in the lower houſe, and at the moment a 
reſpectable member of the minority was endeav- 


ouring to ſoften the conditions, letters were re- 
ceived from General Lincoln, who, by that time, 
had proceeded into the county of Berkſhire, ſtating 


the obſtinacy and malignant conduct of the rebels 
in ſuch a manner, as 2 to ſhut his mouth: 
And the bill was camied.: 


THE rebels having fed in various Ai | 


when the army arrived at Peterſpam, the General, 


after diſmiſſing | g three companies of artillery, and 


ordering two regiments to Norceſter, directed his 
attention towards Northfteld, in the neighbour- 


hood of which place, many of the fugitives had 


| taken ſhelter. But, an expreſs arrived from Ma- 
_ Jor General John Patterſon, the commander of 


" the militia in Berkſhire, which occaſioned. an alter- 
ation in his Plan. a 


WHILE the army were on \ their march, the 


_ inſurgents in that county who had not join- 
ed their main body under Daniel Shays, en- 
 deavoured to ſupport their cauſe, and diſtract 
the attention of government, by appearing under 
arms in their own nelghbourhood. The friends 

to 00d order alſo, were not inactive upon the 


occaſion. 


55 


is: 
| ( 
x 
1 4 
4 
; 
1 
' 
4 
10 
i. 
j 
' 
WH 3 
j 
: 
11 
e 
is 
. 
| 1 
[ i 


RN 
| 6 
1 
Am 
IJ 
. 
WR: 
1654 
qi 4 
[yt . 
ARS! 
1. 
„ 
1 
} TY 
1 
f 1 
Ib 
[ "RIM 
1 
g MF 
1 * ' 
L190 
* hh 
1 
og)! 
U 4 
4 


— — — ID — ——ę— 
— — — — _—_ 
WE X — 
- _ = 
2 2 
* — = 


142 
occaſion. It was conjectured by them, that the 
malcontents, from a want of reſources, would be 
diſperſed by the army under General Lincoln; 
” and, in that caſe, they ſuppoſed it more than 
probable, that Shays would ſeize on the heights 
| which lie between the counties of Hampſhire and 


Berkſhire, where ſtrong poſts were to be found, 


and the paſſes eaſily defended ; and, thus ſituated, 


- would draw the means of his ſubſiſtence, from the : 
towns well affected to government, which abound- - 


edin 'plenty ; ; ſecuring alſo, perhaps; the moſt im- 


portant characters, as hoſtages. They therefore, 
voluntarily aſſociated to the number of about 
Boo, for the defence of themſelves, and of the 
publick cauſe. In this body, moſt of the re- 
ſpectable inhabitants of the county were to be 
found, and men of the firſt importance ſubmitted 
to the duty of the ranks. The inſurgents began 
to aſſemble at Weſt Stockbridge, under one Hub- 
bard, who poſted himſelf at the meeting of three 
roads, for the convenience probably, of collecting 


men. Here he drew together about 1 50 or 200 


of the diſaffected. It was conceived to be abſo- 
 lutely neceſſary, to dif perſe this party, before their 


| numbers ſhould grow more reſpectable. I 1 


Whole body of the friends to government were 
| ordered to march for this purpoſe, in ſeveral di- 


rections, which the roads naturally pointed out, 
and 
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and which avald enable them to furrougd the 
enemy. On the approach of an advanced party, 
conſiſting only of thirty ſeven infantry, and ſeven 
gentlemen on horſeback, they were fired upon by 

Hubbard's ſentries ; and the whole of his men 
c were inſtantly put into good order, and com- 
manded to fire. But, ſuch was the effect of their 
ſituation upon their minds, that they ſtaggered 
apparently. Timely advantage was taken of their 
panick : A gentleman“ whom they well knew, 
rode up to their front, and directed them to lay 
| down their arms, which many of them complied 
with, whilſt others fled. A firing took place be- 
_ tween ſcattering parties on both ſides, by which 
two of the inſurgents were wounded, Eighty 
four of them, among whom was Hubbard himſelf, 
were made priſoners ; and moſt of theſe, after be- 
ing diſarmed, were admitted to the oath of allegi- 
ance, and ' ſent home. The expreſs informed, 
| that the inſurgents had afterwards collected, in 
the town of Adams ; but, upon General Patter- 
ſon's approach, they ſeparated, with an intention 
of collecting again at Villiamſtown. Here alſo, 
upon his appearing, they. were again ſcattered. 
n, chere ane, Wrrerthele, fach a diſpoſi- : 
e tion 


* The 1 Tukopokz ssbe wier, Efa; ü the Speaker of | 
the Fan Houſe of Repreſentatives. 
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tion in the inſurgents to embody, in order to pre- 
vent the ſitting of the courts, and ſuch numbers 
were actually upon their march towards Waſh- 
ington, under the direction of a Major Wiley, as 
made his ſituation unſafe, and he earneſtly re- 


queſted abſtancy from the main army. 


VPON this information, General Faire direct- 


ed his march immediately for the county of 
2 | Berkſhire, paſſing through the towns of Amberſt, i 
Hadi, Cheſterfield, Partridgefield and Worthing- 
ion, into Pittsfield ; while another diviſion of the 


army under General Shepard, marched to the ſame 


5 place, by a different route. Eut, before their ar- 
rival there, an adjuſtment took place between the 


inſurgents, who had collected about two hundred 


and fifty men in the town of Lee, i in order to ſtop . 


the courts, and the militia, who muſtered to the 


number of about three hundred, with a determin- 


ation to protect them. The ſubſtance of the a- 


Fgreement was, that the inſurgents ſhould aide 
and that the commander of the militia ſnould, in 

caſe they were purſued by government, uſe his 

perſonal endeavours, to have them tried within 
cheir own county. 


WHEN «the army arrived at Pittsfield, a party | 


were immediately de tached n  leighs, under the 


command 


WAN 
evra of the Adjutint General, to the town 
of Dalton, in purſuit of Wiley; and another under 
the command of Capt. Francis, on a ſimilar un- 
dertaking to Villiamſtown. Both of them return- 
ed on the next day. The firſt party took fix 
priſoners, among whom was Wiley's ſon ; Wiley 


himſelf having made his eſcape. The other par- 


ty took fourteen priſoners, after meeting with 
ſome reſiſtance, in which « one of their r men was 
ee 


WIE the army were marching through the 
country, and bearing down all oppoſition before 
them, a ſpirit of uneaſineſs frequently broke out 
in their rear. In the county of V. orceſter, where 
Major General Jonathan Warner was in command, 
a number of the inſurgents aſſembled at New- 
braintree, making priſoners of travellers, and in- 
ſulting the friends of government. Upon in- 
formation of this, on the ad of February, a party 
of about one hundred and fifty in fleighs, and 
twenty on horſeback, were diſpatched from Wor- 
ceſter, to diſperſe them. On the approach of this 
force, the inſurgents went ſome diſtance from 
their quarters, and ſecreted themſelves behind the 
ſtone walls : Hence they fired upon the militia, 
and iamediately fled to the woods. Two per- 


Ry ſons were badly wounded by their fire, but che 


14 — - | 


146 


— — 


party purſued their evurſe to a houle, where the 


main body of the inſurgents were ſuppoſed to 


have been lodged. U pon their arrival here ho wo- 


ever, they were greatly diſappointed, in finding 
only a few of the enemy, who had been placed as 
a guard over their priſoners; the reſt having ef- 
fected their eſcape. They therefore proceeded to 
Rutland, and returned the next day, with four of 
| the inſurgents whom they had captured, 7 


THE effects kick the defeat of the rodents 
had impreſſed upon their minds, and which they 


wiſhed to communicate to their friends, who had 


; tarried behind, were remarkably diſcovered by 


the following letter, which was tranſinitted into 


the ſtate, a8 it is ſaid, by one of their leaders. 


70 * Berkſtire, February I 5, 1787. 
« FRIENDS AND FELLOW SUFFERERS, | 
6 WILL you now tamely ſuffer your arms to be 


Wee taken from you, your eſtates to be confiſcated, 


and even ſwear to ſupport a conſtitution and form : 


N government, and likewiſe a code of laws, 


which common ſenſe and your conſciences de- 
clare to be iniquitous and cruel ? And can you 
bear to ſee and hear of the yeomanry of this Com- 
monwealth being parched, and cut to pieces by 
= the cruel and mercileſs tools of tyrannical power, | 
„ 
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and not reſent it even unto relentleſs bloodſhed 2? 
Would to God, I had the tongue of a ready wri- 


ter, that I might impreſs on your minds the idea 


of the obligation you, as citizens of a republican 
government, are under to ſupport thoſe rights and 


Privileges that the God of nature hath entitled 
you to, Let me now perſuade you, by all the 


ſacred ties of friendſhip, which natural affection 


inſpires the human heart with, immediately to 
turn out and aſſert your rights. 


« © THE firſt ſtep that 1 would reconmend., is to | 


deſtroy Shepard's army, then proceed to the coun- 


ty of Berkſhire, as we are now collecting at Næw- 


lebanon, in York ſtate, and Pownal in Vermont 


ſtate, with a determination to carry our point, if 
frre, blood and carnage will effect it: T herefore 
we beg that every friend will immediately pro- 
ceed to the county of Berkſhire, and help us to 
Burgoyne Lincoln and his army. I beg this may 


W circulate through your np, 


e AM, gentlemen, ir in behalf of myſelf and 


other officers, your 1s 7b 
Humble ſervant, 
cc EI PARSONS.” 


ON the 16th of February, General 8 de- 
tached a party of horſe from Northfield, under 
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party purſued their courſe to a houſe, hive the 
main body of the inſurgents were ſuppoſed to 

have been lodged. U pon their arrival here how- : 
ever, they were greatly diſappointed, in finding 

only a few of the enemy, who had been placed as 

a a guard over their priſoners ; the reſt having ef- 

fected their eſcape. They therefore proceeded to 

Rutland, and returned the next day, with four of 


"he inſurgents whom they had captured, 


nx effects which the deter of the alalcontinth 
had impreſſed upon their minds, and which they 


wiſhed to communicate to their friends, who had 


tarried behind, were remarkably diſcovered. by 


the following letter, which was tranſinitted into 


the ſtate, as it is faid, by one of cheir leaders. 


. Berkſhire, February I 7 1787. 
FRIENDS AND FELLOW SUFFERERS, 
0 WILL you now tamely ſuffer your arms to be 
taken from you, your eſtates to be confiſcated, 
and even ſwear to ſupport a conſtitution and form 
_ of government, and likewiſe a code of - laws, 
which common ſenſe. and your conſciences de- 


_ clare to be iniquitous and cruel ? And can you 


bear to ſee and hear of the yeomanry of this Com- 


monwealth being parched, and cut to pieces by | 


the cruel and mercileſs tools of tyrannical power, 
e 
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and not reſent it even unto relentleſs bloodſhed ? 
Would to God, I had the tongue of a ready wri- 


ter, that I might impreſs on your minds the idea 
of the obligation you, as citizens of a republican 
government, are under to ſupport thoſe rights and 
privileges that the God of nature hath entitled 
you to. Let me now perſuade you, by all the 
| ſacred ties of friendſhip, which natural affection 
5 inſpires the human heart with, immediately to 


turn out and aſſert your rights. 


c TRE firſt ſtep that I would recommend, is to 
; deſtroy Shepard's army, then proceed to the coun- 
ty of Berkſhire, as we are now collecting at New- 
lebanon, in York ſtate, and Pownal in Vermont 


ſtate, with a determination to carry our point, if : 
fire, blood and carnage will effect it: Therefore 
we beg that every friend will immediately pro- 
ceed to the county of Berkſhire, and help us to 
Burgoyne Lincoln and his army. 1 beg this my x 


= imme circulate through | your county. 


« I AM, gentlemen, i in behalf of myſelf and | 


other officers, your - 
766 Humble ſervant, 
©. Eur PARSONS.” 


Lb” the 16th of February General ae de- 
tached a party of horſe from Northfield, under 
1 | K 2 | ED the 
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the command of Captain Samuel Buffington, for the 
= purpoſe of apprehending certain inſurgents, who 
had fled to Vermont. Upon their arrival, within 

; that government, although they procured a war- 


rant from a magiſtrate, to apprehend the objects of 


their ſearch, yet the people aſſembled in ſuch num 
bers, and evidenced ſuch a hoſtile diſpoſition to- 

| wards them, that they were obliged to relinquiſh 

| their purſuir, and return to Maſſachuſetts. They 

| however, in the evening, ſent a ſmall number from 


their body, among whom was Mr. Jacob Walker, to 


ſecure one Jaſon Parmenter, who had acted as a 
Captain with the inſurgents. Unfortunately for 
Malter, they ſoon overtook the perſon whom they 
were ſent after, accompanied in his flight by ſeveral 
others. The ſleighs of the oppoſite parties, un- 
expectedly run upon each other; and, on Par- 
menter's hailing, and receiving no anſwer, he or- 
| dered his men to fire ; but miſchief was prevent- 
ed, by their guns not going off. Parmenter and 
Walker then raiſed their pieces together and fired. 


Ihe latter was ſhot through the body, and died 


in half an hour. The ſurvivor and his aſſociates, 
eſcaped by the help of the woods and a deep 
ſnow, into Vermont, where however, they were all 
taken the next day, by a body of infantry, de- 
tached from the militia by Epen Buſington: 
And 
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And Parmenter was afterwards tried, and con- 


victed of treaſon. 


. % 


THE period for kick the Wiliia were detach- 


ed, having expired on the twenty firſt of February, 
and the troops under the new inliſtment, not hav- 

ing arrived in any great numbers, the rebels de- 

' termined to embrace ſo favourable an opportu- 
nity of making an incurſion into the ſtate, as wel! 

for the purpoſe of plunder, as of taking ſeveral 


reſpectable characters, and among others, General 


Lincoln himſelf. Their proſpect upon this occa- : 
ſion was ſuch, as might have almoſt inſured ſuc- 


ceſs, had their motions been properly timed: For, 


15 in the exchanging of the militia, the General was 
once left with only about thirty men. But, from 


miſinformation, or ſome other cauſe, this moment, 


ſo auſpicious to their views, was neglected. On. 
| the 26th of the month however, a large body of 
them under a Capt. Hamlin, entered the county of 


Berkſhire, from the ſtate of Newyork, and pro- 
ceeded to the town of Stockbridge. This they 
pillaged at pleaſure, and made priſoners of a great 


number of the moſt reputable inhabitants. The 
militia of Sheffield were collected upon the firſt 

f information of this event, and were joined by thoſe 

of Greatbarringron about one o'clock on the 


27th. The whole, ming eighty, were com- 


g& SEE manded | 
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manded by Col. John Afbley, jun. and after 


| marching in ſeveral directions, to meet the ene- 


my, they finally returned to Sheffield, and came up 


with them there. The ſevereſt engagement took 


place at this time, that happened during the con- 


teſt. 'T he rebels began a ſcattering fire at a diſ- 
tance ; whereupon the militia advanced rapidly 


towards them, and the action became general. It 


was warmly ſupported by both ſides, for the ſpace 
of about ſix minutes, during which time many of 
the government's troops diſcharged that number 
of rounds. The rebels then gave way, and fled 
1n various directions. They left two dead near 
<0 place of action, and upwards of thirty of 
them were wounded, among whom was Ham- 
lin, their Captain. Another party of militia 
arriving immediately after the ſkirmiſh, ena- 
bled the conquerors to take more than fifty of 
the enemy priſoners. The loſs on the ſide of 
the militia, conſiſted of only two men killed 
and one wounded. Of the former, one was 1 
priſoner with the rebels before the action, and 
probably met with his fate from the fire of his 
friends, by a barbarous practice which his captors 
| adopted, of putting their priſoners in the front, as 
well to check the ardour of the militia, from a 
| ſenſe of their danger, as to ſcreen themſelves. 
But! in addition to this loſs, ought to be reckon- 


e. 


5 
* - 


ed, that of two amiable young men and intimate 
friends, whoſe habits of body were unequal to 


enduring the fatigue of the rapid march which | 


this party performed, and who, after languiſhing 
under the effects of their exertions, died with pe- 


cum marks of ſympatherick grief for each other. of 


THE lodgment which the rebels effected in the 
neighbouring ſtates, after their expulſion from 
Peterſpam, beſides expoſing the Commonwealth 

: toa predatory war, which no force could prevent, 


was attended with another very ſerious evil. By 
| their communication with the inhabitants, they 


diffuſed their principles, and created a partiality 

for their cauſe, which was ſaid, in one ſtate, to 
have reached the government irſelf. An inatten- 

tion to authority, and a lurking diſpoſition to en- 


force popular plans by inſurrections, had appear- 


edi in ſeveral parts of the continent, and there was 95 
great room to fear, that a leſs operative cauſe than 
the emigration of ſo many incendiaries, might 


light up this paſſion, and throw the whole union 


5 into a flame. Aware of this, as well as of the 
impoſſibility of - conquering a party who could, 

at any time, ſecure a retreat in other territories, 
the General Court early requeſted the Governour, 
to write to the Governours of the neighbouring 
ſtates, to offer a reward for apprehending the reb- 
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els, and to take mealures for preventing thelr re- 
ceiving any ſupplies. But, from one cauſe and 
another, though his Excellency's letters were re- 
peatedly ſent to urge this ſubject, effectual meaſ- 
ures were not ſo readily adopted by all the ates - 

«Joining, as the legiſlature ſeemed to expect. 


THE anſwer from the Governour of Rbodeiſland, 
on the 1 5th of February, was indeed the firſt, in 


Point of time, though it can hardly be called ſo, - 


in reſpect to the proſpect which it held up, of ef- 
| ficacious meaſures being adopted by that ſtate, for 
1 5 ſuppreſſing the rebellion. However, after ſome 


general obſervations, upon the difficulty of curing 


evils in the body politick, he concluded, that he 

would ſtrictly adhere to the Governour 5 requeſt, . 
and do every thing in his power to cooperate wit 
him, in ſuppor ting peace, order and good govern- 
ment. But the authority of Rhogeifland was far 
from taking ſteps to ſecure the fugitives from 

| Juſtice, who publickly reſorted there, When a 

motion was made in their aſſembly, (upon the 


act of Maſſachuſetts for apprehending the princi- 


pals of the rebellion being read) that a law ſhould 

be paſſed, requeſting their Governour to iſſue 
a proclamation alſo for apprehending them, if 
within that ſtate, it was loſt by a great majority : 
And one of the very refugees was allowed a ſear 
within their chamber. 5 
rü 
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IHE Governour of Connecticut, in his anſwer of 
the 20th of the ſame month, was much more 


direct and deciſive in his aſſurances of aſſiſtance. 


He informed the Governour of the Common- 


wealth, that if the rebels ſhould ſeek an aſylum 


in Connecticut, they would be immediately appre- 
hended, and delivered up; and, in caſe of their 
| reaſſembling, they would be effectually prevented 5 
from receiving ſupplies, as the inhabitants of his 


government viewed the rebels with a ſtrong de- 
gree of averſion. In addition to this, he iſſued a 


_ proclamation, offering a reward for apprehending 
the rebel leaders, as requeſted by the Governour 
of Maſſachuſetts ; and, in the month of May fol- 
Jowing, the aſſembly of Connecticut, upon infor- 
mation that certain perſons were attempting to 


excite their inhabitants to join the inſurgents, paſ- 
ſed a reſolution for apprehending them, and even 
calling out the militia, if neceſſary, to prevent the 


execution of their evil purpoſes. This meaſure : 
Was attended with ſucceſs, as the incendiaries 


were, in fact, apprehended and confined. 


THE government of Newboug ies: where the 
legiſlature were not ſitting, purſued every meaſ- | 
ure, which it was thought the powers veſted in 


the Preſident and Council would authorize. 
F hey did not think Proper, to admit armed par- 


ties 


1 


ties from another ſtate to enter that; but the ex- 
iſting laws permitted civil officers of other ſtates, 
to purſue offenders there, and, by application to 
a magiſtrate, to have them apprehended and ſent 
into the ſtate having juriſdiction of the offence. 

They therefore directed a Major General, to ſe- 
cure all armed parties who might come into their 
ſtate; and a proclamation was iſſued by their 
Preſident, agreeably to the requeſt of the Gov- 
ernour of the Commonwealth. 


No anſwers having been 3 from the 
Governours of Newyork or Vermont, the General 
| Court, after the incurſion into Stockbridge, re- 
queſted the Governour, on the Sth of March, to 
write again to the Governour of Newyork by ex- 
5 preſs, urging him in preſſing terms, that effectual . 
meaſures might be taken for apprehending ſuch 
of the rebels as had fled and taken refuge there, 
- and removing them to Maſſachuſetts, agreeably 
to the articles of confederation, which declared, 
that the United States thereby entered into a firm 
league of friendſhip with each other, for their 
common defence, the ſecurity of their liberties, 
and their mutual and general welfare; binding 
themſelves to aſſiſt each other againſt all force 
offered to, or attacks made upon them, or any of 
them, on account of religion, ſovereignty, trade, 
| | | | = 
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or r any other pretence whatever, And, that if any 
perſon guilty of, or chargeable with treaſon, fel- 
ony, or high miſdemeanour in any ſtate, ſhould 
flee from juſtice, and be found in any of the 
United States, he ſhould, upon demand of the 
Governour, or executive power of the ſtate from 
which he fled, be delivered up, and removed to 
the ſtate having juriſdiction of the offence. And 
further requeſting, that the Governour of New- 
york would permit the forces of the Common- 
wealth to march within the limits of his jurifdic- 
tion, when neceſſary; and that all officers and 
citizens of that ſtate might be directed to afford 
them aid, and prohibited aſſiſting the rebels. 


Bur before theſe proceedings reſpecting the ; 
government of Newyork took place, meaſures had 


been purſued from another quarter, though un- 


known to the General Court, for effecting the 
ſame object. After the engagement at Sheffield, 
General Lincoln diſpatched an expreſs to the Gov- 
ernour of that ſtate, repreſenting the continuance _ 
and ſupport of the rebels within one diſtrict of it, 5 


and giving information of the incurſion which 


took place on the 26th. Udon this communi- 
cation being laid before their legiſlature, they re- 
ſolved to recommend it to the Governour, to re- 
pair a8 ſoon as Peine to the place where the in- 
ſurgents 
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ſurgents ſhould be, and to call out ſuch military 
force from the militia of Newyork, and to take 


command of any militia that might arrive from 


Maſſachuſetts, and purſue all other legal meaſures 


he might deem neceſſary, for apprehending ſuch 


of the inſurgents as might be found within their 


ſtate, and for preſerving the peace againſt their 


deſigns. And they further ſignified their conſent 


to the Governour's abſenting | himſelf from the 
ſtate, from time to time, as exigencies might re- 
quire. Immediately upon this reſolution being 


| paſſed, the Governour proceeded to execute the 
deſign therein exprefled. General Orders were 
iſſued, by which a brigade and three regiments. 
of the mi litia, were directed to hold themſelves 
in readineſs to march at a moment's warning, and 
reaſons drawn from conſtitutional and federal 


principles, were urged with propriety and force, 


to induce a prompt obedience in the militia, to 
his commands. After an interview with General 
Lincoln, he went on, accompanied by that com- 
mander, to Newconcord, where a number of his 
officers were aſſembled to meet him. Thoſe of the 
civil department were directed to call on the mil- 
itia of Newyork, or on the military officers of 
| Maſnachuſetts, for ſuch force as might be neceſ- 


fary, in apprehending or diſperſing the inſurgents. 


Theſe deciſive meaſures obliged the malcontents | 


10 


1 57 


to flee out of the ſtate of Nwyork, and to betake 
OG, to their laſt reſort in Vermont. 


win reſpect to that government, the jegillsküre 
had been officially informed, That on the 1 3th of 
February, General Lincoln diſpatched Royal Tyler, 
Eſq; one of his Aids de Camp, to requeſt their 
aſſiſtance in apprehending the rebel ringleaders : 
That, upon his communicating his inſtructions 
and requeſt in writing, the ſubje& of them was 
put in committee, and a report made for requeſt- 
ing their Governour to iſſue his proclamation, 
enjoining it upon their citizens, not to harbour 
the leaders or abettors of the rebels : : That this 
report was accepted by their lower Houſe, and : 
| ſent up to their Council, where there alſo appear- 
ed eight of nine aſſiſtants 1 in favour of it : That 
it would of courſe, have paſſed there, but for the - 


| Governour's objections, which were at firſt found- 
ed upon his not having given the ſubject a proper 


conſideration, but were afterwards bottomed up- 
on more ſerious principles :—T' heſe were ſaid to 
have been raiſed, from the impolicy of iſſuing a 
proclamation, which might impede the emigra- 
tion of ſubjects from other ſtates into that; and 
the imprudence of oppoſing the ſenſe of cheir peo- 
ple, who began to aſſemble in arms, in a neigh- 
bouring town, and who might. create an inſur- 
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rection, and ſurround die legiſlature, unleſs the : 
report were diſmiſſed : That there being no proſ- 
pect of Mr. Tyler's effecting the object of his re- 
queſt, and the letters from the Governour of Maſ- 
 fachuſetts having arrived, he departed, with ſtrong 
apprehenſions, that the bulk of the people in 
Vermont, were for affording protection to the 
rebels, and that no immediate or effectual aid | 
would be granted, in conſequence « of either. The 
; General Court therefore, on the ſame day, re- 
queſted the Governour to write again to the 
Governour of that ſtate alſo, repreſenting the re- 
ligious and political obligations neighbouring ” 


ſtates were under, to prevent fugitives from juſ- 
tice harbouring themſelves within their reſpective 


territories; reminding the government of Vermont 


ol the liberal principles on which Maſſachuſetts | 


had conducted towards them, and of her unwil- 
| lingneſs to entertain a doubt of a different con- 
duct on their part; informing them of the general 
notoriety, that a number of the leaders, and others 
concerned in the rebellion, had taken ſhelter, and 
received ſuccour among their citizens, whereby 
not only the inhabitants of Maſſachuſetis, but the 
government of Vermont, was in danger; that this 
had been repreſented to chem in a friendly letter 
5 from his Excellency, and although 1 no anſwer was 
received, yet that the Court conceived, that they 
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had a right to expect a ready and full compliance | 


with the requeſt therein expreſſed. ' And further 
requeſting the Governour of Vermont, to deliver 
up the rebels who had taken refuge within his 


limits, or to permit the forces of Maſſachuſetts to 
enter thoſe limits, for the purpoſe of apprehend- 
ing them, and to direct all officers of Vermont, to 


aid them i in a that purpoſe. . 


PREVIOUSLY however to the paliing of ths 


ſpirited reſolution, the Governour of Vermont iſ- 
ſued his proclamation of the 27th of February, 


and afterwards communicated the ſame to the 


Governour of Maſſachuſetts, in a letter, contain= _ 
ing friendly aſſurances of cooperation in meaſures, 
| for effectually checking ſo daring and dangerous 
an eri, as the inteſtine faction which then Peer : 


: vailed. 


nE legiſlature of | Pennſylvania, the Preſident 


of which ſtate was alſo included in the Govern- 


our's letters, ſhewed a generous compliance with 
his Excellency's requeſt. On the iſt of March 
they made an addition to the reward offered by 
Maſſachuſetts, for apprehending the leaders of the 

8 rebellion, if taken within their ſtate, Their reſo- 
lution was communicated by their Preſident, in 


a congratulatory letter upon the ſucceſs of the 


: meaſures adopted for preſerving A conſtitution, 


which 


nn . — — — 2 - 


which he was pleaſed to denominate one of the | 
beſt 1 in the union, if not in the world. 
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; = General Court alſo empowered the Gov- 


| ernour, on the 8th of March, in conformity with 


the conſtitution, to march the militia raiſed for 


ſubduing the rebellion out of the limits of the 
commonwealth, into the bounds of any of the 
| ſtates adjacent, if he ſhould think it neceſſary for 


that purpoſe. In addition to a former requeſt to 


the Governour, to write to Congreſs, to inform 
them that a rebellion exiſted in the Common-_ 
wealth, and to requeſt that they would take meaſ- _ 
ures for defending the arſenal at Spring field, in 
older that the troops there might be employed in 
other ſervice ; they further deſired his Excellency, 
to requeſt of Congreſs, that the federal troops 
raiſed i in Newyork and the ſtates eaſtward of it, 
might be directed, to afford their aid, in appre- 
hending, and, if neceſſary, in deſtroying the reb- 
els, in any place within the limits of the United 
States. And that Congreſs would give to Gen- 
eral Lincoln a commiſſion, under the authority of 
the United States, to march the forces of Maſſa- 


chuſetts into any territory, within the ſtates, for 


the purpoſe of apprehending their leaders, and 
| DINER them to juſtice. 


AS 
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AS fon as the inſurgents were ublaed winks within 
the ſtate, and meaſures taken for precluding them 
a toleration in the neighbouring governments, the 
General Court found it a ſuitable time for pro- 
viding for the trials of ſuch as were in cuſtody. 

For this purpoſe, on the 26th of February, the 
Supreme Judicial Court were directed, by law, to 
hold a ſpecial ſeſſion in the diſaffected counties 
of Berkſhire, Hampſbire and Middleſex, the ſtand- 
ing las providing for their ſitting in Worceſter 

on the laſt Tueſday in April. And in order that 


1 8 che trials ſhould be made by diſintereſted and 
unpr ejudiced) juries, a law was alſo paſſed, recit- 


ing, that whereas the pardon to the rebels was 
granted on condition, that the perſons concerned 
ſhould not ſerve as jurors for three years; and 
| Whereas it was reaſonable to provide, as far as 
might be, not only for the due adminiſtration of 

_ juſtice, but alſo for the relief of ſuch perſons as 
had been concerned in the rebellion, and Who, 
though unwilling to declare themſelves criminal, 2 
might wiſh to avail themſelves of the pardon 


which was, or might be promiſed : Therefore it 


Was enacted, that the ſelectmen of the ſeveral 
towns, to which venires ſhould be iſſued for ju- 
rors within one year, ſhould withdraw from the 
Jury boxes the names of all ſuch perſons as they 
Might Jug had been guilty of favouring the re- 

. EY bellion, 
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bellion, « or of giving aid or ſupport thereto, prior 
to their drawing out the names of the jurors that 
might be called for by the venires. Provided 
however, that if ſuch perſons ſhould make ap- 
plication to the town to reſtore their names to 
the jury box, and could obtain a vote of the 
town, at any town meeting afterwards to be called 
or that purpoſe, to have their names ſo reſtored 
again, the names of ſuch perſons ſhould be re- 
ſtored accordingly. This law further enacted, 
that for the purpoſe of preventing thoſe perſons 
who had been concerned 1 in the rebellion, from 
ſerving as jurors in trials for treaſon or miſpriſion 
of treaſon, in caſe the attorney for the Common- 
wealth, in the trial of any perſon for the afore- 
named crimes, ſhould ſuggeſt to the court, that 
any perſons called to ſerve on the jury of trials 
had been guilty of favouring the rebellion, or had 
been in any manner concerned therein, or given : 
aid or fupport thereto, if the court, upon inquiry 
bol the perſon againſt whom the ſuggeſtion ſhould | 
be made, or upon examination of witneſſes, ſhould 
: judge that there was probable ground for the ſug- 
geſtion, it ſhould be the duty of the court to fer 
aſide the perſon fo objected to, as diſqualified to 
ſerve as a juror, in the ſame manner as had before 
been practiſed, in caſe a Juror felt himfelf Preju- 


diced | in any cauſe. 5 
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Br, the extent of the rebellion had been too 
general, to allow of the indiſcriminate operation 
of law, Such had been its prevalence in ſome 
towns, that when the diſqualifying act came into 
force, it ſcarcely left ſufficient numbers for the 

_ neceſſary offices of the corporation. It therefore, 
became equally. an act of humanity and good 
7 policy, to invent ſome method for ſcreening from 
| the laws, many who yet remained, among ſuch 
multitudes, obnoxious to the ſevereſt penalties. 
With this view the General Court, on the 1oth 
of March, appointed three commiſſioners, whoſe 
duty it was, upon application, made to them, by 
- or in behalf of any perſons concerned in the rebel - 
lion, and not included in the act of indemnity, 
after due inquiry into their character and con- 
duct, to promiſe indemnity to them, on their tak - 
ing and ſubſcribing the oath of allegiance to the 
Commonwealth, provided ſatisfactory evidence 
ſhould be produced in their favour, that they 
, were duly penitent for their crimes, and properly 
diſpoſed to return to their allegiance, and diſ- 
charge the duty of faithful citizens. And this 
indemnity was, at the diſcretion of the commiſ- 
ſioners, to be promiſed with or without any or all 
of the conditions, &c. enumerated i in the act a- 
forementioned; and with or without the farther 5 
pf condition of the offender J being bound to keep 


„ the 
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the peace, and to be of good behaviour for a tem 


not Saen chree years. 


THE powers of the commiſiioner were likewiſe 
extended, to make remiſſion of the conditions of 
the diſqualifying act, in whole or in part, to thoſe 


' who were entitled to the benefits of it. Provided 


that their attention to thoſe perſons, ſhould not 


; interfere with the duty firft aſſigned them. 


1 the Pober kin of this commiſion | hows 
ever, were excluded four of the rebel leaders, 


Sbays, WWheeter, Parſons, and Luke Day, together 
with all perſons who had fired upon, or killed any 

of the citizens in the peace of the Commonwealth, 
and the commander of the party to which ſuch 
N perſons belonged. Alſo the members of the rebel 
council of war, and all perſons againſt whom the 
SGovernour and Council had iſſued a warrant, un 
| leſs hberated on bail. e 


IN order to Spins every advantage from the exe- 


cution of this important commiſſion, very reſpecta- 
dle and honourable characters were appointed for 
that purpoſe. Theſe conſiſted of the Hon. Benja- 
min Lincoln, Eſq; the Commander of the Army; the 
Hon. Samuel Phillips, } jun. Eſq; the Preſident of - 
the Senate; and the Hon. Samuel Allyne Otis, Eſq; 


Speaker of tae late Houſe of Repreſentatives, 


1 FROM | 


rn0M theſe meaſures it was hoped, that the 
benefits of pardon would at length be forced, as 
it were, upon many infatuated citizens, whoſe. 
obſtinacy had repeatedly led them to reject offers 
of mercy with ſcorn ; while the diſpatch with 
which the neceſſary examples of juſtice would be 
made, would ſhew their puniſhment to be the im- 
e and juſt conſequence of their crimes. 


WHILE the General: Court were making this 
liberal proviſion for reſtoring the rebels to their 
privileges, they thought it neceſſary to provide 
ſome check againſt feigned converts being ſud- 
denly admitted into places of truſt. They there- 
fore paſſed a reſolution, directing that ſelectmen 

and other town officers, ſhould take and nende © 

- the oath of allegiance to the Commonwealth, 


NOTWITHSTANDING the attention neceſſary to 
be paid to the ſuppreſſing of the rebellion, and the 
defence of the ſtate, the General Court did not 
loſe ſight of the ſyſtem of reform begun at their 
laſt ſeſſion. They paſſed the bill for reducing 
the number of terms of holding the Courts of 


Common Pleas and General Seffions of the Peace, - 


in the ſeveral counties; and they enacted a new 
fee bill, by which the allowances made to pub- 
lick officers were conſiderably leſſened. They 


5 alſo appointed a committee to inquire, whether : 


L 3 „„ there 
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there were any real publick grievances. under 
which the people of the Commonwealth laboured. 


This committee reported but three, which were 
the following : 


e xt, That fuirable proviſion bad not been 
made, for the ſeaſonable and punctual payment of 

the intereſt due on publick ſecurities. 
c 2d. That the Treaſurer had not been laid : 


under oreater 8 5 with regard to the draw. 
ing of orders. And, 


3 3d. That the ſalary eſtabliſned by law for 
the ſupport of the firſt magiſtrate of the Common- : 
wealth, was higher than was reaſonable.” 


Tux laſt article 1 in this report did not fail to at- 
tract the attention of the legiſlature. A long de- 
bate enſued upon the ſubject of it, and the reſult 
was, that the two houſes paſſed a bill for reduc- 
ing the Hovernour 8 ſalary the enſuing year, 
from 11001, to 800]. This bill his Excellency 


returned, with his objections, founded upon that 
| article of the conſtitution which provides, i 


« THAT as the publick good requires that the 

: Governour ſhould not be under the undue influence 

of any of the members of che General Court, by "LV 
8 dependence on them for his ſupport; that he ſnould, 
in all caſes, act with freedom for the benefit of „ 
5 che publick ; that he ſhould not have his atten- Es | 


tion 
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Aon neceſſarily diverted from that object to his 
private concerns; and that he ſhould maintain 


the dignity of the Commonwealth, in the char- 


acter of its chief magiſtrate; it is neceſſary that 
he ſhould have an honourable, ſtated ſalary, and 
of a fixed and permanent value, araply ſufficient 
for thoſe purpoſes, and eſtabliſned by ſtanding 
laws : And it ſhall be among the firſt acts of the 
General Court, after the commencement of this 
conſtitution, to eſtabliſh ſuch ſalary by law ac- 


rien ol 


"=" PERMANENT 464 honourable ſalaries hall 5 
alſo be eſtabliſhed by law, for the . of the 


8 Supreme Judicial Court. 


= * and if it ſhall be found, that any of the ſala- 
15 ries ; aforeſaid, ſo eſtabliſhed, are inſufficient, they 
ſhall from time to time be enlarged a as the Gen- 


eral Court ſhall judge. proper.” | 


vrox this occaſion the b by a written 
meſſage aſked, Whether, by this article, the right 


ol ſettling the quantum of the ſalary, was not 


confined to the firſt General Court, after the com- 
mencement of the conſtitution? Whether any 
Power was given to any ſucceeding General Court, 


to alter that quantum, unleſs it ſnould be inſuffi- 


cient; in which caſe, it might be enlarged : as the 


„ court 
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court ſhould judge proper ? Whether, if it were 
alterable by diminution, by the then General 
Court, it might nor, in the fame manner, be al- 
tered by the next General Court; and again fur- 
ther altered by ſucceeding General Courts; and 
thus, inſtead of being eſtabliſhed, whether it would 
be any thing more than an annual grant, conſtant- 
ly ſubject to variation and change? Whether, in 
that caſe, it could be deemed a ſtated ſalary; or 
of a fixed and permanent value; or eſtabliſhed by 
7 any ſtanding or permanent law; or could be de- 
pended on as amply ſufficient for the purpoſes 
intended? And whether thoſe purpoſes as expreſſ- 
ed in the conſtitution, would in chat caſe : be anſ- 
wered ? 


| THE 8 diſavowed any intereſted mo- 
tives influencing him to make theſe objections, ; 
declaring that ſhould there be a future opportuni- 


15 ty for it, and the General Court ſhould then think 


the propoſed reduction worthy « of their notice, he 
would, fo far as it might reſpect himſelf, conſent 
to it, although his annual expenditures did much 
exceed the whole amount of his ſalary. But, 
that it was not in his power, for the reaſons ſtated, 
nor did it comport with his inclination to dimin- 
| iſh, or in any way render precarious, the ſalary of * 
his ſucceffours. 5 


1% 


— 


- THESE objections were of ſuch force, that thirty 

| fix only, out of fixty five members in the lower 

Houſe, were in favour of paſſing the bill, after 

they were made: So that it was in fact negatived ; 

| the conſtitution requiring two thirds of the mem- 
bers preſent | in both Houſes, to give gs to a 
meaſure under ſuch circumſtances, 


„ 


oN the 59 day, March 10th, the Comment, | 
at therequeſt of the two Houſes, put an end to the 
third ſeſſion of the General Court and, as it was 
then ſuppoſed, to their further agency in the affairs 
of the Commonwealth, by a prorogation to the 
next annual election. In taking our leave of this 
memorable ſeſſion, we ſhall be indulged in ob- 
ſerving, that the acts of the legiſlature were direct- 
ed at an object entirely new, and of courſe, were - 


> unaſſiſted by precedent. No rebellion. had here- 


tofore marked the annals of Maſſachuſetts, either 
under the royal or republican government. Up- 
on the hiſtories of European nations, a reliance 
could be placed fo far only as the genius and cir- 
cumſtances of the people of the two hemiſpheres 
agreed. But who could ſay, that principles and 
meaſures which might perſuade or terrify the 
mind of the mountaineer of Scotland or Wales, 
would have the ſame effect upon the unconquer- 
ed ſpirit of the weſtern inhabitants of Maſacbu- 
fetts ? 
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fetts ? No leſs difficulty aroſe from the diviſions | 


in the ſentiments of the citizens. To aſcertain 
the courſe which the publick mind would take, 


required a for eſight little ſhor t of prophecy. 0 
Whether that thirſt for freedom which the people 
had diſcovered in the late revolution, would, from 
miſtaken principles, decline to an unqualified op- 


poſition to authority, or whether it would riſe into 


a diſdainful reſentment againſt the enemies of 


Juſt laws, who are always the real enemies of lib- 
erty, ſeemed to be reſerved for futurity alone to 
determine. The conſtitution alſo was recent in 
its ſtanding, and unſettled by practice. To en- 
| force it in that point, where the powers of gov- 
ernment begin to encroach upon the moſt favour- 
ite rights of the ſubject, was to encounter not 
| only the clamours of the diſcontented, but the 
| t of the whole people. 


UNDER Gach circumſtances; to nk the engt 


point at which force ought to begin, or the exact 
degree to which it ought to extend, exceeded 
perhaps, the calculation of the legiſlature. But 
it Vigorous meaſures were delayed too long, it 
was an errour which aroſe from too great a con- 
fidence i in the operation of reaſon and reflection 


upon the minds of the inſurgents, and from the 


tardineſs with which the publick ſentiment ſeem- 


; ed 


n 


ed at firſt to recede from their cauſe. If the penalties 


inflicted upon the culprits were ſevere, it is a ſuf- 


ficient apology, if not a juſtification, : that they 
were not inflicted until the free, unſolicited par- 


don of government had been twice tendered: to 


them, and rejected with contempt ; nor, until they 
had made their appeal to arms, with evident de- 


ſigns, and no ſmall expectations of conquering 
the government, and overturning the conſtitution. 


; In ſhort, the proviſion which was made at the laſt 
ſtage of the penal ſyſtem, for checking its opera- 
tion almoſt univerſally, when the ends of it ſhould 
be effected by the voluntary acts of the offenders, 5 
muſt forever acquit the government, in the minds 
of every impartial judge, from any r or 


e deſign. 5 


mn the receſs of the legiſlature, the commiſſion- 
ers for granting indemnity to perſons concerned 


in the rebellion, were employed in the mild exer- 


ciſe of their authority; ; whilſt the Supreme Judi- 
cial Court were proceeding in the no leſs neceſſa- 
- Is though leſs thankful office, of trying the of- 
fenders. Seven hundred and ninety perſons took 
/ the benefit of the commiſſion. Of thoſe who 
vere tried at this circuit, there were fix convicted 
of treaſon in the county of Berkſhire, the ſame 
number i in Hangſbire, one in Morceſter, and * 


afterwards 
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afterwards in Middleſex ; all of whom received 
| ſentence of death. Beſides theſe, there were alſo 
large numbers convicted of ſeditious words and 
practices; many of whom were perſons of conſe- 
| quence, and ſome of them in office. Among 
| others, a member of the Houſe of Repreſentatives, 
after being apprehended by a ſtate warrant, was 
convicted of theſe offences, and ſentenced to the | 
ignominious puniſhment of ſitting on the gallows 5 
Vith a rope about his neck, paying a fine of 501. 
and being bound to keep the peace, and to be of 
good behaviour, for five years; and this ſentencg 
was = accordingly put i in | execution, 


kk ſame inclination to mercy, which had in- 
duced the legiſlature to make frequent acts of in- 7 
demnity, was viſible in the conduct of the exec- 
utive branch of government. Out of the num 
ber of convicts in the weſtern counties, who had 
| forfeited their lives to juſtice, the council adviſed, 
that two only ſhould ſuffer death in Berkſhire, and 
as many in Hampſhire. To the remaining eight, 
the Governour extended a free pardon on the 
1 zoth of April; and, on the 17th of May, a reprieve 
vas granted to their leſs fortunate companions, ta 


7 the 21ſt of June following. 


rar 
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TER death of che Treaſurer afforded an unex- 
pected occaſion, for calling the legiſlature to- 


gether the fourth time in the preſent year. Up- 

on their aſſembling on the 2th day of April, the 

Governour took that opportunity, after the nec- 
effary communications of buſineſs, to expreſs his - 


with for retirement, and (alluding to the turn which 


the votes for the chief magiſtrate had taken) his hap- 
pineſs, that the voice of the people coincided with 


it, as he could not other wiſe have indulged it, with- 


out the imputation of deſerting them in the criti- 
cal ſituation of their affairs. His Excellency took 
his leave of the Court, and conferred his beſt wiſnes 
on the Commonwealth; among other things, that 
che people might have juſt ideas of liberty, and 
not loſe it in licentiouſneſs, and 1 in deſpotiſm its | 


Y natural e 


' NOTHING material t to the een e in 
the proceedings of the Court, during this ſeſſion, 


which continued but nine days, excepting a re- 


port of the commiſſioners appointed to grant par- 
dons to the offenders. The moſt operative cauſes 
to which they aſſigned the late diſturbances, were 
publick and private debts, which aroſe principal- 

Iy from an undue uſe of articles of foreign growth 
and manufacture; and a deluſion with reſpect to 

f che proceedings of the General Court, and the 


Giruation 
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fituation of things in the different parts of the 


Commonwealth. They alſo obſerved; that they 
were obliged in duty to declare, although it was 


painful to make the declaration,” that from the 
repreſentations which had .been made, there was 
great reaſon to believe that too many perſons; 


who had been members of the General Court, in- 
| ſtead of giving that information of the reaſons | 
and principles, upon which the acts and reſolves _ 
of the legiſlature had been founded, which might 
have ſatisfied the rational enquirer, and have fi- 
lenced the unreaſonable complainer, had by their 

| converſation and conduct, irritated and inflamed. 
the reſtleſs and uneaſy, and alarmed the penceable = 
uninformed citizen, 


5 UPON their riſing, , the court anſwered the Gov. 


: ernour” s addreſs. In this, they accorded with 
| him! in his ſatisfaction, on the ſucceſs of the meaſ- 
ures which had been adopted, for ſubduing the 
rebellion. They declared that their confidence 
in his Excellency's character, was the dictate of 
real ſentiment; and, expreſſing the hopes which 


might be entertained from his abilities and vir- 


tues, they plainly diſſented from the wiſh which 
he entertained for retirement: Adding their ] 
deſire, that he might receive thoſe marks of eſteem 
and benevolent affection, from a grateful people, , 
Vhich are the proper reward of diſtinguiſhed merit. 


1s 


ru heart of the rebellion being broken, by 
the return of many of its abettors to their allegi- 
ance, and the excluſion of the reſt from the fate, 
the views of the malcontents became confined 
chiefly to the ſecuring of their leaders, and of thoſe 
| who were under ſentence of death. They had 
left no expedient untried, to render themſelves 
formidable upon a larger plan. Several of their 
leaders had proceeded to the province of Canada, 
to ſolicit ſuccours from that government; but 
this adventure was not attended with ſucceſs, 
Their predatory incurſions had been repreſented 
as preludes to a general invaſion, and magnified 
with oſtentatious and malignant threats. Their 
weakneſs however, was too evident to admit of 
their extending their object beyond what we have ; 


3 mentioned: But this they pretended t to have ſome 


2 expectation of effecting, from the pardon and re- 
prieve which had been granted to the convicts; „ 
a circumſtance which they affected to conſtrue 

into a fear, on the part of the government, to ex- 
ecute the ſentence of the judicial depargRens. 


THE hoſtilities of the field were ſucceeded by 
leſs deſtructive, though not leſs determined con- 
teſts, at the elections. Every party reſorted to 
this ſource, for conſtitutional means of effecting | 
their wiſhes,” Thoſe who were for preſerving the 


i 
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dignity af e ; thoſe who hoped to mel- 
10rate the exiſting ſyſtem againſt the rebels, and 
| thoſe who were too much wearied with war, and 

too little attached to either ſide, to look after any 
other objects than the immediate quiet of the 

Commonwealth, by whatever means it might be 


effected, all applied themſelves to the elections. 


When the buſineſs was over, ſuch alterations were 
made in the repreſentations of towns ; ſuch diviſ- 


jons appeared in the votes for Senators ; and the 


change in the chair was effected by ſo large a 
majority, as ſeemed to indicate a revolution in 
the publick unde. | 


i 


UPON the meeting of the new General 'Evuit | 


therefore, the curioſity and anxiety of the inhab- 
itants were not leſs raiſed, than when the con- 
troverſy was doubtful in the field, The inſurg- 

_ ents had always requeſted, that the deciſion of 
their cauſe might be referred to a new aſſembly. | 
They ſpoke of them with confidence, as a body 
who would demonſtrate, upon the juſt principles 
of repreſentation, that they were the majority of 
the people. When the returns of the Repre- 
ſentatives were publiſhed, it was in fact found, 
whatever might be the ſentiments of the members, 
that about a quarter of them only had been in the 
late Houſe. Several perſons, who in the war 


5 had 


177, 


— 


had been thrown into ptiſon as dangerous to the 
Commonwealth, who had fled from ſtate warrants. 


into neighbouring governments, or who had pre- 
fided | in county conventions, and other! wiſe mani- 
feſted their r oppoſition to the late ruling authority, 
were now to be ſeen on the ſeats of the legiſlature. | 
Such a reverſe of things drew the eyes of all upon 
the new Court, who were viewed with emotions 
of expectation and concern. 


"_ 


Tru conteſt being thus, i in a geit meaſure, re- 
moved from the military department, and carried 
into the legiſlature, where it may be ſaid to have 
begun, the firſt ſubject which offered for trying 
the ſtrength of parties, was the filling up of the 
vacancies in the Senate, and the elections of Coua- 
ſellors. To guard the Senate againſt paper mo- 
ney and a tender act, and to give vigour to the 
7 Council, was the obje of one ſide. To intro- 
duce a ſpirit of clemency and pardon into the 
: Council, on whoſe vote the lives of convicted 
rebels were ſuſpended, and to incline the Senate 
to popular reforms, was the object of che other. 
In this ſtruggle, though it may not aſſiſt us in 
deciding which party prevailed, yet it is 4 cir- 
cumſtance worthy of notice, as expreſſive of the 
thirſt for novelty, which reigned at this time, 
_ that the Council underwent nearly the ſamne 
changes as the lower houſe ; two thirds of their 
M number 
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number coafifiion of perſons who had never _ 
ciated in-that ſtation before.  _ act 


"THE great queſtion of means for the final 1 p- | 
preſſion of the rebellion, did not long g keep out of 
ßghit; and the infurgents themſelves once more 
furniſhed an incident, for affecting the minds of 
the members with unfavourable impreſſions to 
cheir cauſe. In one of their incurſions, which 
happened on the 21ſt of May, as Mr. Jeſepb Met 
calf was returning home, upon a journey, they 
made him their priſoner ; and, on the night fol- 
lowing, they attacked the houſe of Medad Pome- | 
roy, Eſq; in V arwick, and captured. him al lo. 
Both theſe gentlemen, who ſupported: very re- 
ſp⸗ able characters, and who were generally 
known! in the country, were conveyed to places 
without the ſtate. A paper was left at the houſe 
of Mr. Pemeroy, purporting that the perſons tak- 
en were to be reſerved as hoſtages, to ſecure the 
lives of Jaſon. Parmenter and Henry, M Culloch, 
who, were under ſentence. of death for high treaſ- 
on; and that, if theſe ſhould be put to death by 


5 dhe ſtate; the perſons then captured, would be put. 


to death alſo, withaur delay. Such a high hand- 

ed ſyſtem of retaliation, was. truly inconſiſtent | 

with the debilitated ſtate of the rebel forces, and 

with a retreat which they held by the courtſey, and 

Pe, indulgence. of a + heighbavring: ſtate. 
2 3 This 


17 172 
This indeed was foon evinced by the eſcape of 


their priſoners, not as was PE without their 


own connivance. 


| WHATEVER expectations che 0 might 


have entertained, from the great change in the 


elections, the language of the chair, in which 


Governour Hancock was this year replaced, was 


manly and deciſive, upon communicating the in- 
telligence of theſe incurſions. ' His Excellency 
ſubmitted it to the conſideration of the Court, 


whether it would not be abſolutely neceſſary for 


| the ſupport and protection of government, to con- 


tinue in ſervice the troops then ſtationed in the 
counties of Haupſpire and Berkſhire, for ſo long a 

5 time, after the term of their inliſtment ſhould ex- = 
pire, as they might judge neceſſary, to reſtore 3 
peace, tranquillity we ſecurity to thoſe counties. 


to 


THE committee on n this meſſage, reported a ref. - 


dlution for requeſting the Governour to raiſe | 
8 eight hundred men, to be ſtationed in the weſtern 
Counties for ſix months, unleſs ſooner diſcharged. 8 85 
To this reſolution the Senate aſſented, but after 
it had been once debated in the Houſe, they ſent 
down an order, in connexion with it, for raiſing a 
| committee to conſider the expediency of repealing 3 
the diſqualifying act, and of reporting a bill of _ 


5 Indenitey; under certain reſtritions and excep- | 
| M 2 tions 
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tions to ſuch perſons connected in the rebellion, 
as would take the oath of allegiance to the Com- 
monwealth within a certain time ; and in general, 
to conſider the moſt effectual meaſures for reſtor- 
ing peace and tranquillity to the Commonwealth. 
In the debates upon a concurrence with the Sen- 
ate in this order, the ſenſe and feelings of the 
h Houſe began to be diſcoverable. An attempt 
vas made to direct the indemnity to be indiſcrim- 
inate, without any reſtrictions or exceptions; but 
it was not ſupported by one quarter part of the 
Houſe, which at that time conſiſted of two hun- 
dred members. It was however, at length, agreed 
that the committee ſhould be permitted to report 
the bill with reſtrictions and 5 or other- 
Vile : And i in this the Senate concurred, 


© ALTHOUGH it was foreſoun, that the report of. 
- this committee would be intimately connected I 
with the reſolution of the Senate, or perhaps en- 
tirely ſuperſede i it; and although one great ob- 
jection to it was, that another pardon did not ac- 
company it, yet the Houſe would not poſtpone 
the conſideration of the reſolution, till the report 
was made, but debated upon it until the Senate 
bent fori ir, and ſubſtituted the report in its place. 


| DURING cheſs debates. the Houſe, for the eaſe 
of ſome members of the weſtern counties, who 
were 


187 


vere extremely Jiffarisfied at the del ay of the buſi- 
neſs, unanimouſly reſolved, That the end of the 
ſocial compact was to ſecure the exiſtence of the 
body politick, and to furniſh the individuals who 
compoſe it, with the power of enjoying in Wage 
and tranquillity their natural rights, and the 
bleſſings of life; and that, therefore, the Houſe 
conſidered it as their firſt, greateſt, and moſt eſ- 
ſential duty, not only to take the moſt effectual 
methods to eſtabliſh and confirm them; but that 
they would | employ | all the powers veſted in them 
by the conſtitution, civil and military, to give per- 
magen and effect to theſe 1 lpportant objects. 


0 . | 
THE report of the laſt committee conſiſted of 1 


reſolution for raiſing a number of men, not ex- 


ceeding eight hundred, nor leſs than five hundred, 


to be ſtationed in the weſtern counties; and for 

pardoning all perſons concerned in the rebellion, 
upon their taking and ſubſcribing the oath-of al- 
 legiance on or before the 12th day of September 


following, excepting e. to hom the Senate 


added a ninth. 


ix debating the: report by bre the V : 
a ourite meaſure of introducing a general pardon | 


was again, for the laſt time, attempted, but with- 


out ſucceſs, as out of two hundred fourteen mem- 
bers, ninety four only were in favour of it. The 
ſame fate attended various motions for leſſening 5 


— 


the number of the excepted perſons ; and on the 


queſtion of concurrence with the Senate, in ac- 
cepting the report, the long diſputed ſuperiority 


fell to the advocates for the meaſure, by a major- 
ity of eight. The legiſlative opinion was thus 
at length decided, reſpecting the means of ſup- 
preſſing the rebellion, a ſubject which had drawn | 


ſpeculations and en from every quanier 


of the nur. 


| NOTWITHSTANDING ll” important determina. 


tion for the ſupport of coercive meaſures, ſimilar 


to thoſe of the late government, the proceedings 


under that authority were held up as diſguſtful 
do the preſent Houſe; and a committee was raiſ= 
ed on the 14th of June, to bring in a bill to re- 
peal the law for ſuſpending the privilege of the 
| writ of Habeas corpus, and the clauſe of the law 
requiring town officers to take and ſubſcribe the 
oath of allegiance ; although the former of theſe 


laws was to expire on a day ſo near, the firſt of 


July following, as to admit of little more than 


time, for the neceſſary ceremonies of enacting the 


bill propoſed. This propoſition, however, fell | 
through from obvious reaſons, and was after- | 
wards: openly renounced by i its advocates. 1 


o the 29th of June, i in conſequence of a mef. 


ſage from the Governour, his Excellency was re: 


* ds "i 


queſted 
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auckted, to make FEOF to the ſtates, who had a- 
dopted meaſures for aiding the exertions of go 


ernment to ſuppreſs the rebellion, the juſt ſenſe 

Which the legiſlature entertained of their friendly b 
diſpoſition; and to requeſt permiſſion of thoſe, 5 
with whom any of the rebels had taken refuge, to 


march the, troops of Maſſachuſetts into their lim- 


wh 24S — 45 


its, for the purpoſe of deſtroying and conquering 
them. And the Governour was empowered to 


raiſe or detach ſuch force, as might appear to him 


424 ag 


to be neceſſary for that purpoſe, and to march 
them out of the ſtate accordingly. The legiſla- 1 
ture alſo declared it as their determination, 
: that no farther acts of grace and clemency could 
- he made, to any perſons Who might be in arms a- 
gainſt the government, conſiſtently with the dig- 
- nity thereof, and with that ſafety and protection, 8 
which ought to be extended to the peaceable and 


| well affected citizens of the Commonwealth. 


THE reſolution for pardoning perſons concern- 


ea in the rebellion, being found to extend only 


to the crime of treaſon, another was introduced 


to include ſeditious practices. But one fide of 


the Court contended, that the coſts of proſecu- 


tion which had ariſen, ſhould be paid by the 
= Commonwealth, while the other thought it but a 
reaſonable condition of the pardon, that they 
: ſhould be paid by the culprits, Having been 
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much divided upon, abs point, 4 finally agreed 
upon a reſolution, in general terms, that until the 
end of their next ſeſſion, no proſecution ſnould be 
commenced or proceeded on. for. ſedition or ſe- 
Fs ditious practices. | 


: THz eye of the General court was s ſtill fen 
upon reſorms, and a reduction of the Governour' „ 
fſalary, began again to be agitated. But his Ex- 
celleney effectually checked all further debates 
upon the ſubject, by a meſſage, in which he vol- 
8 untarily offered 300 J. of his ſalary for the preſent 
Je, to the community ; ſuggeſting at the ſame 
_ ume, that when the future fituation of affairs ſhould = 
be leſs perplexed, he hoped it would not be conſid- 
ered as a precedent to affect any ſucceſſour in of- 
| fice ; nor be viewed | in any other light, than that 
of contributing, as far as in him lay, to relieve : 
Bs burdens of the people. 8 


To this meſſage both Houſes 3 their 
thanks ; applauded the patriotiſm and generoſity 5 
ol his Excellency ; 1 and accepted the proffered 
donation. They added, that they wiſhed it not 
to operate as a precedent to influence any ſucceſ- 
ſour in office but that the © conſtitutionality of the 
queſtion of leſſening the ſalary, which the Gov- 
ernour had aſſerted to be uncertain, would with- 
out doubt, claim the attention of the jegilature 1 5 


. when oy ſhould think appar, eg 


1 * 165 

1 ux uſual conditions of © coercive mbar for 

ppreſſing the rebellion, were complied with. 
The tender act was continued, and a committee 
vas raiſed to conſider of a more convenient place 
for holding the ſeſſions of the General Court. A 
motion was alſo made for appointing a committee 

to conſider the expediency of iſſuing paper money; 


but this was loſt, by the opinion of one hundred 
: and three members out of one hundred and fifty. 


Tux ſupplies for the troops being granted, 
tidugh not without oppoſition, the ſeſſion of the 
General. Court was finiſhed on the 7th of July. I 

Their meaſures, though effected with leſs una- 

nimity, were by no means ſo different from thoſe 

of their predeceſſors, as appearances ſeemed to ER. 

4 predict. They raiſed forces, granted ſupplies, Poe, Fi 

| indemnified offenders, and redreſſed grievances 
much i in the ſame manner, as had been done for oo 
two ſeſſions before., This uniformity of ſyſtem; „ | 


; tended greatly, to annihilate the expectations 1 
the malcontents, who preſumed that a change of 


| 1138 
men would have produced a more adequate change [|] 
of meaſures, with reſpect to their affairs. 2 — mY 
« run legiſlature having thus provided the nec- „ | | 
- eſſary means for finally extinguiſhing the rebel- 5 1 | 
lion, the publick cauſe of courſe, devolved to the [| 
Supreme Executive, whoſe duty it became to put [|| 
thoſe 1 means into o exerciſe, As ſoon as a ſuitable i 
| = number | 
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number of troops were inliſted, the great queſtion 
reſpected the fate of ſuch of the rebels, as, after 
trial and conviction, were under ſentence of death. 
On the one hand, to ſuffer ſuch high crimes 2 
they had committed, to paſs away without pun- 
iſhing the offenders, ſeemed to be fruſtrating the 
ultimate deſigns of juſtice; to be making the A 
| ſituation of the guilty leſs ineligible than that of | 
the innocent perſons who had fallen in the cauſe | 
of the country, and one of whom had been killed . 
by a convict, whoſe caſe was in queſtion); | it ſeem- ; 
ed to be removing the great barriers which the 
laws had ſet up for the preſervation of the body 4 
5 politick, by leſſening the terrours annexed to the 
boldeſt attempts upon its exiſtence, in rendering 
the puniſhment. of offenders uncertain : The | 
motives of mercy alſo, were liable to. be miſcon- 
ſtrued by the party till in arms on the borders 
of the ſtate, who, naturally defirous of increaſing 
their conſequence, would abſcribe that to a fear 


of their pitiful inroads and robberies, which 


would be the reſult of infinitely ſuperiour prin- 


| ciples : : This, inſtead of introducing tranquilli- . 


ty, might lead them to attempts, which they 2 0 
otherwiſe realize to be beyond their power. 
the other hand, the low ſtate of the 3 8 
made ſevere and ſanguinary meaſures leſs neceſſa- 

wy than ever to its extinction; and to puniſh, 

when: 


7 


4 


* 


when the evil was removed An it was the prin- 
| 


 cipal deſign of the puniſhment to.remedy, would 
Peer more like Fe in eee than 


»— +. 


in n queſtion, though eee A, gl, were not = —— 
however, thoſe leading characters which had moſt — i 
attracted che publick attention. r 
; amples, would excite a degree of Pity in the minds 
of the people, from, the obvious re flection that 
the leſs guilty were overtaken by the laws, while | 
greater offenders eſcaped unpuniſhed, | Above 534 : | 
all, the faving, of life was an object truly deſirable, 5 
and to give place to A but the ſafety of the | | 
Commonwealth, TT — 


| UNDER ſuch N the Supreme Ex- 

ecutive determined upon: a middle line of conduct; 
and on the 16th of, une reprieved the convicts — 
vntil the ſecond of Auguſt following ; thereby re- it 

taining the ſecurity which the government had, 5 | 
; by the  poſſeſſion.« of the priſoners, for the pacifick + 
conduct of their aſſociates. without the ſtate, on 
: the « one hand.; and avoiding furniſhing, them with | Ss | 
any new pretence for hoſtilities, on the other. WW | 
the warrant. of reprieve, . the cauſe of i it was declar- „„ 
ed to be, the neceſſity of further time, 28 well 1 . | 
5 diſcover whether the lenient meaſures adopted by . 
the General Court, would have the happy conſe- — 
5 quences w which ey were intended t to procure, 8 1 
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to determine whether ſpirited, deciſive and forci- 
dle meaſures would be neceſſary to ſupport the 
| government, and protect the citizens in that ſecu; 
_ rity, which they were entitled to have under the 


conftitution. A plain intimation to the malcon- 
rents, that their peaceable behaviour would fave 


the lives of their brethren. At the fame time 
| that a Teprievg was granted to the priſoners ĩ in 
5 Hampſhire, the Sheriff of that county Was ordered, 
not to open his directions, until the criminals had 


arrived at the gallows ; by which means, the uſu- 8 
al preparations for the execution were attended 


5 to, and the ability of the government to carry the 
= ſentence 1 into effect, fairly demonſtrated. b 


EN reaſons which operated to induce this re- 


7 prieve, grew every day more influential ; and were 
thought ſufficient to juſtify 2 further reprieve, for 5 
ſour of the convicts, to the 20th of September. | A 
full pardon was at length granted to a like num- 
ber, among whom were Parmenter and Shattuck, 
on the twelfth of the ſame month. Ot three who 
| were confined in the county of Berkſhire, two ef- ö 
lected their eſcape; and the other, who was con- ws 
= victed i in Ozober, was favoured with a commuta- 
; tion of his puniſhment, to hard labour, for the 
term of ſeven years. | 


: THE military operations af the ihnen, fue. IT 
: ing che ſummer, were not of ſufficient conſequence £3 


to 


28g 


to be. ted mentioned, conſiſting rather of 
private robberies than publick hoſtilities. So ſe- 
cure was the ſtate from any attacks on the 1 3th 


of Auguft, that the Governour reduced the troops 


to the number of 200. And on the twelfth day 


of September following, he had the high Catisfac- 
tion of announcing peace and tranquillity to the 


whole republick, by ordering the diſcharge of all | 


their forces. HATS 888 5 


ix any thing were wanting to complete the 2 5 
| ceſs of the meaſures of government, with ref] pect 
to thoſe deluded citizens who were concerned i in 
the inſurrections or rebellion, it was furniſhed 


5 from the voluntary conceſſions of the criminals 


themſelves. The hardieft of them at length im- 
plored, with the moſt humble contrition, the mer- 
cy which they had fo often rejected. Among 
others, Shays and Par/ons, in the month of Febru- 

| ary 1788, preferred their petition to the late leg- 
illature. In it they declared themſelves to be oe 
; penetrated. with a melancholy ſenſe of their er- 
rours; they averred their penitence, and plead 
the misfortunes to which they had been perſonally 
expoſed, in the courſe of their unhappy oppoſition = 
to government, in explation of their miſcondu&t. 
They gave aſſurances, that their future behaviour SE 
ſhould evidence their ſincerity. In extenuating, : 
they viſhed not to _ to Juſtify their proceed- 
a ; ings. 5 
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They ſaw, they felt, and they owned that 


5 had long felt the effects of their temerity, 


and they would never ceaſe to regret their not 


having truſted for relief, to the wiſdom and in- 
eegrity of the ruling power. Whilſt they ac- 
15 knowledged their errours, they entreated the leg- 


iſlature to believe, that theſe proceeded from miſ- 


apprehenſion, and not from an abandoned princi- 
ple. They had been obliged, they ſaid, to ſeek 
an aſylum far from their friends and connexions, 
in a ſtate of exile from their country; yet, hat- 
ever had been ſuggeſted to the contrary, they had 


never combined with the ſecret enemies of Ameri- 
ca, if any ſuch there were, to ſubvert her liberty 


or independence. If it ſnould be thought neceſ- 
fary, that they ſhould be held up as examples of 

ſuffering, todeter others, ſtili enough had been 
done even for that purpoſe, as there was ſcarcely 


an inconvenience or misfortune which they could 


not number in their diſtreſſes. If theſe circum- 
ſtances would not avail, they brought into vier 
their friends, their wives and their children, who 


were innocent, and who, by their pardon, would 


be bound by new ties of gratitude and affection 
to the government: They declared that, in aſk- | 
ing to be reſtored to their loſt rights, they were 
not influenced by the fear of puniſhment, but by 
4 with t to n the ſincerity of their refor- | 


mation, | 


o 0 . *4 + 


mation, and to add to the inſtances, already fo 


conſpicuous, of the clemency of the court. 


A DISAGREEMENT in opinion between the two 


houſes, preyented the legiſlature from coming to 
a deciſion, upon this and many other ſimilar pe- 
titions, which were before them. | They were 
therefore, of courſe, left for the conſideration of 3 

their ſucceſſours, who, on the 13th of June fol- _ 
1 5 lowing, paſſed ; A reſolution, for juſtifying all offi- 
cers and others, who had apprehended ſuſpicious 

| perſons, who had uſed property, or who had en- 58 

tered | into and quartered troops in houſes, in or- 
der to ſuppreſs the inſurrections and rebellion, "RY 
preſerve the publick peace, or ſafety of govern- 
ment; and for indemnifying all gaolers and ſher- 
iffs from whom priſoners had eſcaped, or who had 


been prevented ſerving Executions, by reaſon of 
the rebellion. 8 


THIS conciliatory reſolution alſo provided foe 


the indemnify ing of all citizens who had been 
concerned in the inſurrections and rebellion, not 


convicted thereof, except againſt private | uits for 


damages done to individuals, on condition of 5 
their taking and ſubſcribing the oath of allegiance 


00 the Commonwealth, within ſix months after 


the date; and, with reſpect to the nine perſons 
excepted from the indemnity of the 1 3th of June 
1787, on the further condition, that they ſhould | 


never 


95 


never accept or hold. any office, civil 'or _— 


within the Commonwealth. e 


| THUS was a N internal war r finally ſup- 


preſſed, by the ſpirited uſe of conſtitutional pow- 
ers, without the ſhedding of blood by the hand of 
the civil magiſtrate ; a circumſtance, which i it is 
the duty of every citizen to aſcribe to its real 
cauſe, the lenity of government, and not to their 
weakneſs; a circumſtance too, that muſt attach 
every man to a conſtituion, which, from a happy 
principle of mediocrity, governs its ſubjects with- 
out oppreſſion, , and FOODS them without ſe- 


verity. 3 
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